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The Magna Carta 
(The Great Charter of A.D. 1215): 

Preamble 

John, by the grace of God, king of England, lord of Ireland, duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and 
count of Anjou, to the archbishop, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, justiciaries, foresters, sheriffs, 
stewards, servants, and to all his bailiffs and liege subjects, greetings. Know that, having regard 
to God and for the salvation of our soul, and those of all our ancestors and heirs, and unto the 
honor of God and the advancement of his holy Church and for the rectifying of our realm, we 
have granted as underwritten by advice of our venerable fathers, Stephen, archbishop of 
Canterbury, primate of all England and cardinal of the holy Roman Church, Henry, archbishop of 
Dublin, William of London, Peter of Winchester, Jocelyn of Bath and Glastonbury, Hugh of Lincoln, 
Walter of Worcester, William of Coventry, Benedict of Rochester, bishops; of Master Pandulf, 
subdeacon and member of the household of our lord the Pope, of brother Aymeric (master of 
the Knights of the Temple in England), and of the illustrious men William Marshal, earl of 
Pembroke, William, earl of Salisbury, William, earl of Warenne, William, earl of Arundel, Alan of 
Galloway (constable of Scotland), Waren Fitz Gerald, Peter Fitz Herbert, Hubert De Burgh 
(seneschal of Poitou), Hugh de Neville, Matthew Fitz Herbert, Thomas Basset, Alan Basset, Philip 
d'Aubigny, Robert of Roppesley, John Marshal, John Fitz Hugh, and others, our liegemen. 

1. In the first place we have granted to God, and by this our present charter confirmed for 
us and our heirs forever that the English Church shall be free, and shall have her rights 
entire, and her liberties inviolate; and we will that it be thus observed; which is apparent 
from this that the freedom of elections, which is reckoned most important and very 
essential to the English Church, we, of our pure and unconstrained will, did grant, and did 
by our charter confirm and did obtain the ratification of the same from our lord, Pope 
Innocent III, before the quarrel arose between us and our barons: and this we will 
observe, and our will is that it be observed in good faith by our heirs forever. We have 
also granted to all freemen of our kingdom, for us and our heirs forever, all the 
underwritten liberties, to be had and held by them and their heirs, of us and our heirs 
forever. 

2. If any of our earls or barons, or others holding of us in chief by military service shall have 
died, and at the time of his death his heir shall be full of age and owe "relief", he shall 
have his inheritance by the old relief, to wit, the heir or heirs of an earl, for the whole 
barony of an earl by L100; the heir or heirs of a baron, L100 for a whole barony; the heir 
or heirs of a knight, 100s, at most, and whoever owes less let him give less, according to 
the ancient custom of fees. 
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3. If, however, the heir of any one of the aforesaid has been under age and in wardship, let 
him have his inheritance without relief and without fine when he comes of age. 

4. The guardian of the land of an heir who is thus under age, shall take from the land of the 
heir nothing but reasonable produce, reasonable customs, and reasonable services, and 
that without destruction or waste of men or goods; and if we have committed the 
wardship of the lands of any such minor to the sheriff, or to any other who is responsible 
to us for its issues, and he has made destruction or waster of what he holds in wardship, 
we will take of him amends, and the land shall be committed to two lawful and discreet 
men of that fee, who shall be responsible for the issues to us or to him to whom we shall 
assign them; and if we have given or sold the wardship of any such land to anyone and he 
has therein made destruction or waste, he shall lose that wardship, and it shall be 
transferred to two lawful and discreet men of that fief, who shall be responsible to us in 
like manner as aforesaid. 

5. The guardian, moreover, so long as he has the wardship of the land, shall keep up the 
houses, parks, fishponds, stanks, mills, and other things pertaining to the land, out of the 
issues of the same land; and he shall restore to the heir, when he has come to full age, all 
his land, stocked with ploughs and wainage, according as the season of husbandry shall 
require, and the issues of the land can reasonable bear. 

6. Heirs shall be married without disparagement, yet so that before the marriage takes place 
the nearest in blood to that heir shall have notice. 

7. A widow, after the death of her husband, shall forthwith and without difficulty have her 
marriage portion and inheritance; nor shall she give anything for her dower, or for her 
marriage portion, or for the inheritance which her husband and she held on the day of 
the death of that husband; and she may remain in the house of her husband for forty days 
after his death, within which time her dower shall be assigned to her. 

8. No widow shall be compelled to marry, so long as she prefers to live without a husband; 
provided always that she gives security not to marry without our consent, if she holds of 
us, or without the consent of the lord of whom she holds, if she holds of another. 

9. Neither we nor our bailiffs will seize any land or rent for any debt, as long as the chattels 
of the debtor are sufficient to repay the debt; nor shall the sureties of the debtor be 
distrained so long as the principal debtor is able to satisfy the debt; and if the principal 
debtor shall fail to pay the debt, having nothing wherewith to pay it, then the sureties 
shall answer for the debt; and let them have the lands and rents of the debtor, if they 
desire them, until they are indemnified for the debt which they have paid for him, unless 
the principal debtor can show proof that he is discharged thereof as against the said 
sureties. 
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10. If one who has borrowed from the Jews any sum, great or small, die before that loan be 
repaid, the debt shall not bear interest while the heir is under age, of whomsoever he 
may hold; and if the debt fall into our hands, we will not take anything except the principal 
sum contained in the bond. 

11. And if anyone die indebted to the Jews, his wife shall have her dower and pay nothing of 
that debt; and if any children of the deceased are left under age, necessaries shall be 
provided for them in keeping with the holding of the deceased; and out of the residue the 
debt shall be paid, reserving, however, service due to feudal lords; in like manner let it be 
done touching debts due to others than Jews. 

12. No scutage not aid shall be imposed on our kingdom, unless by common counsel of our 
kingdom, except for ransoming our person, for making our eldest son a knight, and for 
once marrying our eldest daughter; and for these there shall not be levied more than a 
reasonable aid. In like manner it shall be done concerning aids from the city of London. 

13. And the city of London shall have all it ancient liberties and free customs, as well by land 
as by water; furthermore, we decree and grant that all other cities, boroughs, towns, and 
ports shall have all their liberties and free customs. 

14. And for obtaining the common counsel of the kingdom anent the assessing of an aid 
(except in the three cases aforesaid) or of a scutage, we will cause to be summoned the 
archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, and greater barons, severally by our letters; and we 
will moreover cause to be summoned generally, through our sheriffs and bailiffs, and 
others who hold of us in chief, for a fixed date, namely, after the expiry of at least forty 
days, and at a fixed place; and in all letters of such summons we will specify the reason of 
the summons. And when the summons has thus been made, the business shall proceed 
on the day appointed, according to the counsel of such as are present, although not all 
who were summoned have come. 

15. We will not for the future grant to anyone license to take an aid from his own free tenants, 
except to ransom his person, to make his eldest son a knight, and once to marry his eldest 
daughter; and on each of these occasions there shall be levied only a reasonable aid. 

16. No one shall be distrained for performance of greater service for a knight's fee, or for any 
other free tenement, than is due therefrom. 

17. Common pleas shall not follow our court, but shall be held in some fixed place. 
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18. Inquests of novel disseisin, of mort d'ancestor, and of darrein presentment shall not be 
held elsewhere than in their own county courts, and that in manner following; We, or, if 
we should be out of the realm, our chief justiciar, will send two justiciaries through every 
county four times a year, who shall alone with four knights of the county chosen by the 
county, hold the said assizes in the county court, on the day and in the place of meeting 
of that court. 

19. And if any of the said assizes cannot be taken on the day of the county court, let there 
remain of the knights and freeholders, who were present at the county court on that day, 
as many as may be required for the efficient making of judgments, according as the 
business be more or less. 

20. A freeman shall not be amerced for a slight offense, except in accordance with the degree 
of the offense; and for a grave offense he shall be amerced in accordance with the gravity 
of the offense, yet saving always his "contentment"; and a merchant in the same way, 
saving his "merchandise"; and a villein shall be amerced in the same way, saving his 
"wainage" if they have fallen into our mercy: and none of the aforesaid amercements 
shall be imposed except by the oath of honest men of the neighborhood. 

21. Earls and barons shall not be amerced except through their peers, and only in accordance 
with the degree of the offense. 

22. A clerk shall not be amerced in respect of his lay holding except after the manner of the 
others aforesaid; further, he shall not be amerced in accordance with the extent of his 
ecclesiastical benefice. 

23. No village or individual shall be compelled to make bridges at river banks, except those 
who from of old were legally bound to do so. 

24. No sheriff, constable, coroners, or others of our bailiffs, shall hold pleas of our Crown. 

25. All counties, hundred, wapentakes, and trithings (except our demesne manors) shall 
remain at the old rents, and without any additional payment. 

26. If anyone holding of us a lay fief shall die, and our sheriff or bailiff shall exhibit our letters 
patent of summons for a debt which the deceased owed us, it shall be lawful for our 
sheriff or bailiff to attach and enroll the chattels of the deceased, found upon the lay fief, 
to the value of that debt, at the sight of law worthy men, provided always that nothing 
whatever be thence removed until the debt which is evident shall be fully paid to us; and 
the residue shall be left to the executors to fulfill the will of the deceased; and if there be 
nothing due from him to us, all the chattels shall go to the deceased, saving to his wife 
and children their reasonable shares. 
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27. If any freeman shall die intestate, his chattels shall be distributed by the hands of his 
nearest kinsfolk and friends, under supervision of the Church, saving to every one the 
debts which the deceased owed to him. 

28. No constable or other bailiff of ours shall take corn or other provisions from anyone 
without immediately tendering money therefor, unless he can have postponement 
thereof by permission of the seller. 

29. No constable shall compel any knight to give money in lieu of castle-guard, when he is 
willing to perform it in his own person, or (if he himself cannot do it from any reasonable 
cause) then by another responsible man. Further, if we have led or sent him upon military 
service, he shall be relieved from guard in proportion to the time during which he has 
been on service because of us. 

30. No sheriff or bailiff of ours, or other person, shall take the horses or carts of any freeman 
for transport duty, against the will of the said freeman. 

31. Neither we nor our bailiffs shall take, for our castles or for any other work of ours, wood 
which is not ours, against the will of the owner of that wood. 

32. We will not retain beyond one year and one day, the lands those who have been convicted 
of felony, and the lands shall thereafter be handed over to the lords of the fiefs. 

33. All kydells for the future shall be removed altogether from Thames and Medway, and 
throughout all England, except upon the seashore. 

34. The writ which is called praecipe shall not for the future be issued to anyone, regarding 
any tenement whereby a freeman may lose his court. 

35. Let there be one measure of wine throughout our whole realm; and one measure of ale; 
and one measure of corn, to wit, "the London quarter"; and one width of cloth (whether 
dyed, or russet, or "halberget"), to wit, two ells within the selvedges; of weights also let 
it be as of measures. 

36. Nothing in future shall be given or taken for a writ of inquisition of life or limbs, but freely 
it shall be granted, and never denied. 

37. If anyone holds of us by fee-farm, either by socage or by burage, or of any other land by 
knight's service, we will not (by reason of that fee-farm, socage, or burgage), have the 
wardship of the heir, or of such land of his as if of the fief of that other; nor shall we have 
wardship of that fee-farm, socage, or burgage, unless such fee-farm owes knight's service. 
We will not by reason of any small serjeancy which anyone may hold of us by the service 
of rendering to us knives, arrows, or the like, have wardship of his heir or of the land 
which he holds of another lord by knight's service. 
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38. No bailiff for the future shall, upon his own unsupported complaint, put anyone to his 
"law", without credible witnesses brought for this purposes. 

39. No freemen shall be taken or imprisoned or disseised or exiled or in any way destroyed, 
nor will we go upon him nor send upon him, except by the lawful judgment of his peers 
or by the law of the land. 

40. To no one will we sell, to no one will we refuse or delay, right or justice. 

41. All merchants shall have safe and secure exit from England, and entry to England, with 
the right to tarry there and to move about as well by land as by water, for buying and 
selling by the ancient and right customs, quit from all evil tolls, except (in time of war) 
such merchants as are of the land at war with us. And if such are found in our land at the 
beginning of the war, they shall be detained, without injury to their bodies or goods, until 
information be received by us, or by our chief justiciar, how the merchants of our land 
found in the land at war with us are treated; and if our men are safe there, the others 
shall be safe in our land. 

42. It shall be lawful in future for anyone (excepting always those imprisoned or outlawed in 
accordance with the law of the kingdom, and natives of any country at war with us, and 
merchants, who shall be treated as if above provided) to leave our kingdom and to return, 
safe and secure by land and water, except for a short period in time of war, on grounds 
of public policy- reserving always the allegiance due to us. 

43. If anyone holding of some escheat (such as the honor of Wallingford, Nottingham, 
Boulogne, Lancaster, or of other escheats which are in our hands and are baronies) shall 
die, his heir shall give no other relief, and perform no other service to us than he would 
have done to the baron if that barony had been in the baron's hand; and we shall hold it 
in the same manner in which the baron held it. 

44. Men who dwell without the forest need not henceforth come before our justiciaries of 
the forest upon a general summons, unless they are in plea, or sureties of one or more, 
who are attached for the forest. 

45. We will appoint as justices, constables, sheriffs, or bailiffs only such as know the law of 
the realm and mean to observe it well. 

46. All barons who have founded abbeys, concerning which they hold charters from the kings 
of England, or of which they have long continued possession, shall have the wardship of 
them, when vacant, as they ought to have. 

47. All forests that have been made such in our time shall forthwith be disafforsted; and a 
similar course shall be followed with regard to river banks that have been placed "in 
defense" by us in our time. 



Appendix – Primary Historical Documents – The Magna Carta 1215 

48. All evil customs connected with forests and warrens, foresters and warreners, sheriffs and 
their officers, river banks and their wardens, shall immediately by inquired into in each 
county by twelve sworn knights of the same county chosen by the honest men of the 
same county, and shall, within forty days of the said inquest, be utterly abolished, so as 
never to be restored, provided always that we previously have intimation thereof, or our 
justiciar, if we should not be in England. 

49. We will immediately restore all hostages and charters delivered to us by Englishmen, as 
sureties of the peace of faithful service. 

50. We will entirely remove from their bailiwicks, the relations of Gerard of Athee (so that in 
future they shall have no bailiwick in England); namely, Engelard of Cigogne, Peter, Guy, 
and Andrew of Chanceaux, Guy of Cigogne, Geoffrey of Martigny with his brothers, Philip 
Mark with his brothers and his nephew Geoffrey, and the whole brood of the same. 

51. As soon as peace is restored, we will banish from the kingdom all foreign born knights, 
crossbowmen, serjeants, and mercenary soldiers who have come with horses and arms 
to the kingdom's hurt. 

52. If anyone has been dispossessed or removed by us, without the legal judgment of his 
peers, from his lands, castles, franchises, or from his right, we will immediately restore 
them to him; and if a dispute arise over this, then let it be decided by the five and twenty 
barons of whom mention is made below in the clause for securing the peace. Moreover, 
for all those possessions, from which anyone has, without the lawful judgment of his 
peers, been disseised or removed, by our father, King Henry, or by our brother, King 
Richard, and which we retain in our hand (or which as possessed by others, to whom we 
are bound to warrant them) we shall have respite until the usual term of crusaders; 
excepting those things about which a plea has been raised, or an inquest made by our 
order, before our taking of the cross; but as soon as we return from the expedition, we 
will immediately grant full justice therein. 

53. We shall have, moreover, the same respite and in the same manner in rendering justice 
concerning the disafforestation or retention of those forests which Henry our father and 
Richard our brother afforested, and concerning the wardship of lands which are of the 
fief of another (namely, such wardships as we have hitherto had by reason of a fief which 
anyone held of us by knight's service), and concerning abbeys founded on other fiefs than 
our own, in which the lord of the fee claims to have right; and when we have returned, or 
if we desist from our expedition, we will immediately grant full justice to all who complain 
of such things. 

54. No one shall be arrested or imprisoned upon the appeal of a woman, for the death of any 
other than her husband. 
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55. All fines made with us unjustly and against the law of the land, and all amercements, 
imposed unjustly and against the law of the land, shall be entirely remitted, or else it shall 
be done concerning them according to the decision of the five and twenty barons whom 
mention is made below in the clause for securing the pease, or according to the judgment 
of the majority of the same, along with the aforesaid Stephen, archbishop of Canterbury, 
if he can be present, and such others as he may wish to bring with him for this purpose, 
and if he cannot be present the business shall nevertheless proceed without him, 
provided always that if any one or more of the aforesaid five and twenty barons are in a 
similar suit, they shall be removed as far as concerns this particular judgment, others 
being substituted in their places after having been selected by the rest of the same five 
and twenty for this purpose only, and after having been sworn. 

56. If we have disseised or removed Welshmen from lands or liberties, or other things, 
without the legal judgment of their peers in England or in Wales, they shall be 
immediately restored to them; and if a dispute arise over this, then let it be decided in 
the marches by the judgment of their peers; for the tenements in England according to 
the law of England, for tenements in Wales according to the law of Wales, and for 
tenements in the marches according to the law of the marches. Welshmen shall do the 
same to us and ours. 

57. Further, for all those possessions from which any Welshman has, without the lawful 
judgment of his peers, been disseised or removed by King Henry our father, or King 
Richard our brother, and which we retain in our hand (or which are possessed by others, 
and which we ought to warrant), we will have respite until the usual term of crusaders; 
excepting those things about which a plea has been raised or an inquest made by our 
order before we took the cross; but as soon as we return (or if perchance we desist from 
our expedition), we will immediately grant full justice in accordance with the laws of the 
Welsh and in relation to the foresaid regions. 

58. We will immediately give up the son of Llywelyn and all the hostages of Wales, and the 
charters delivered to us as security for the peace. 

59. We will do towards Alexander, king of Scots, concerning the return of his sisters and his 
hostages, and concerning his franchises, and his right, in the same manner as we shall do 
towards our owher barons of England, unless it ought to be otherwise according to the 
charters which we hold from William his father, formerly king of Scots; and this shall be 
according to the judgment of his peers in our court. 

60. Moreover, all these aforesaid customs and liberties, the observances of which we have 
granted in our kingdom as far as pertains to us towards our men, shall be observed by all 
of our kingdom, as well clergy as laymen, as far as pertains to them towards their men. 
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61. Since, moveover, for God and the amendment of our kingdom and for the better allaying 
of the quarrel that has arisen between us and our barons, we have granted all these 
concessions, desirous that they should enjoy them in complete and firm endurance 
forever, we give and grant to them the underwritten security, namely, that the barons 
choose five and twenty barons of the kingdom, whomsoever they will, who shall be bound 
with all their might, to observe and hold, and cause to be observed, the peace and 
liberties we have granted and confirmed to them by this our present Charter, so that if 
we, or our justiciar, or our bailiffs or any one of our officers, shall in anything be at fault 
towards anyone, or shall have broken any one of the articles of this peace or of this 
security, and the offense be notified to four barons of the foresaid five and twenty, the 
said four barons shall repair to us (or our justiciar, if we are out of the realm) and, laying 
the transgression before us, petition to have that transgression redressed without delay. 
And if we shall not have corrected the transgression (or, in the event of our being out of 
the realm, if our justiciar shall not have corrected it) within forty days, reckoning from the 
time it has been intimated to us (or to our justiciar, if we should be out of the realm), the 
four barons aforesaid shall refer that matter to the rest of the five and twenty barons, 
and those five and twenty barons shall, together with the community of the whole realm, 
distrain and distress us in all possible ways, namely, by seizing our castles, lands, 
possessions, and in any other way they can, until redress has been obtained as they deem 
fit, saving harmless our own person, and the persons of our queen and children; and when 
redress has been obtained, they shall resume their old relations towards us. And let 
whoever in the country desires it, swear to obey the orders of the said five and twenty 
barons for the execution of all the aforesaid matters, and along with them, to molest us 
to the utmost of his power; and we publicly and freely grant leave to everyone who wishes 
to swear, and we shall never forbid anyone to swear. All those, moveover, in the land who 
of themselves and of their own accord are unwilling to swear to the twenty five to help 
them in constraining and molesting us, we shall by our command compel the same to 
swear to the effect foresaid. And if any one of the five and twenty barons shall have died 
or departed from the land, or be incapacitated in any other manner which would prevent 
the foresaid provisions being carried out, those of the said twenty five barons who are 
left shall choose another in his place according to their own judgment, and he shall be 
sworn in the same way as the others. Further, in all matters, the execution of which is 
entrusted,to these twenty five barons, if perchance these twenty five are present and 
disagree about anything, or if some of them, after being summoned, are unwilling or 
unable to be present, that which the majority of those present ordain or command shall 
be held as fixed and established, exactly as if the whole twenty five had concurred in this; 
and the said twenty five shall swear that they will faithfully observe all that is aforesaid, 
and cause it to be observed with all their might. And we shall procure nothing from 
anyone, directly or indirectly, whereby any part of these concessions and liberties might 
be revoked or diminished; and if any such things has been procured, let it be void and 
null, and we shall never use it personally or by another. 
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62. And all the will, hatreds, and bitterness that have arisen between us and our men, clergy 
and lay, from the date of the quarrel, we have completely remitted and pardoned to 
everyone. Moreover, all trespasses occasioned by the said quarrel, from Easter in the 
sixteenth year of our reign till the restoration of peace, we have fully remitted to all, both 
clergy and laymen, and completely forgiven, as far as pertains to us. And on this head, we 
have caused to be made for them letters testimonial patent of the lord Stephen, 
archbishop of Canterbury, of the lord Henry, archbishop of Dublin, of the bishops 
aforesaid, and of Master Pandulf as touching this security and the concessions aforesaid. 

63. Wherefore we will and firmly order that the English Church be free, and that the men in 
our kingdom have and hold all the aforesaid liberties, rights, and concessions, well and 
peaceably, freely and quietly, fully and wholly, for themselves and their heirs, of us and 
our heirs, in all respects and in all places forever, as is aforesaid. An oath, moreover, has 
been taken, as well on our part as on the art of the barons, that all these conditions 
aforesaid shall be kept in good faith and without evil intent. Given under our hand - the 
above named and many others being witnesses - in the meadow which is called 
Runnymede, between Windsor and Staines, on the fifteenth day of June, in the 
seventeenth year of our reign.  
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First Virginia Charter - 1606 
 

April 10, 1606 

James, by the grace of God [King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith], 
etc. Whereas our loving and weldisposed subjects, Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George Somers, 
Knightes; Richarde Hackluit, Clarke, Prebendarie of Westminster; and Edwarde Maria 
Winghfeilde, Thomas Hannam and Raleighe Gilberde, Esquiers; William Parker and George 
Popham, Gentlemen; and divers others of our loving subjects, have been humble sutors unto us 
that wee woulde vouchsafe unto them our licence to make habitacion, plantacion and to deduce 
a colonie of sondrie of our people into that parte of America commonly called Virginia, and other 
parts and territories in America either appartaining unto us or which are not nowe actuallie 
possessed by anie Christian prince or people, scituate, lying and being all along the sea coastes 
between fower and thirtie degrees of northerly latitude from the equinoctiall line and five and 
fortie degrees of the same latitude and in the maine lande betweene the same fower and thirtie 
and five and fourtie degrees, and the ilandes thereunto adjacente or within one hundred miles 
of the coaste thereof;  

And to that ende, and for the more speedy accomplishemente of theire saide intended plantacion 
and habitacion there, are desirous to devide themselves into two severall colonies and 
companies, the one consisting of certaine Knightes, gentlemen, marchanntes and other 
adventurers of our cittie of London, and elsewhere, which are and from time to time shalbe 
joined unto them which doe desire to begin theire plantacions and habitacions in some fitt and 
conveniente place between fower and thirtie and one and fortie degrees of the said latitude all 
alongest the coaste of Virginia and coastes of America aforesaid and the other consisting of 
sondrie Knightes, gentlemen, merchanntes, and other adventurers of our citties of Bristoll and 
Exeter, and of our towne of Plymouthe, and of other places which doe joine themselves unto that 
colonie which doe desire to beginn theire plantacions and habitacions in some fitt and convenient 
place betweene eighte and thirtie degrees and five and fortie degrees of the saide latitude all 
alongst the saide coaste of Virginia and America as that coaste lieth;  

Wee, greately commending and graciously accepting of theire desires to the furtherance of soe 
noble a worke which may, by the providence of Almightie God, hereafter tende to the glorie of 
His Divine Majestie in propagating of Christian religion to suche people as yet live in darkenesse 
and miserable ignorance of the true knoweledge and worshippe of God and may in tyme bring 
the infidels and salvages living in those parts to humane civilitie and to a setled and quiet 
govermente, doe by theise our lettres patents graciously accepte of and agree to theire humble 
and well intended desires;  
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And doe, therefore, for us, our heires and successors, grannte and agree that the saide Sir 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Sumers, Richarde Hackluit and Edwarde Maria Winghfeilde, 
adventurers of and for our cittie of London, and all suche others as are or shalbe joined unto 
them of that Colonie, shalbe called the Firste Colonie, and they shall and may beginne theire 
saide firste plantacion and seate of theire firste aboade and habitacion at anie place upon the 
saide coaste of Virginia or America where they shall thincke fitt and conveniente betweene the 
saide fower and thirtie and one and fortie degrees of the saide latitude; and that they shall have 
all the landes, woods, soile, groundes, havens, ports, rivers, mines, mineralls, marshes, waters, 
fishinges, commodities and hereditamentes whatsoever, from the said first seate of theire 
plantacion and habitacion by the space of fiftie miles of Englishe statute measure all alongest the 
saide coaste of Virginia and America towardes the weste and southe weste as the coaste lieth, 
with all the islandes within one hundred miles directlie over againste the same sea coaste; and 
alsoe all the landes, soile, groundes havens, ports, rivers, mines, mineralls, woods, marrishes 
[marshes], waters, fishinges, commodities and hereditamentes whatsoever, from the saide place 
of theire firste plantacion and habitacion for the space of fiftie like Englishe miles, all alongest 
the saide coaste of Virginia and America towardes the easte and northeaste [or toward the north] 
as the coaste lieth, together with all the islandes within one hundred miles directlie over againste 
the same sea coaste; and alsoe all the landes, woodes, soile, groundes, havens, portes, rivers, 
mines, mineralls, marrishes, waters, fishinges, commodities and hereditamentes whatsoever, 
from the same fiftie miles everie waie on the sea coaste directly into the maine lande by the 
space of one hundred like Englishe miles; and shall and may inhabit and remaine there; and shall 
and may alsoe builde and fortifie within anie the same for theire better safegarde and defence, 
according to theire best discrecions and the direction of the Counsell of that Colonie; and that 
noe other of our subjectes shalbe permitted or suffered to plante or inhabit behinde or on the 
backside of them towardes the maine lande, without the expresse licence or consente of the 
Counsell of that Colonie thereunto in writing firste had or obtained.  

And wee doe likewise for us, our heires and successors, by theise presentes grannte and agree 
that the saide Thomas Hannam and Raleighe Gilberde, William Parker and George Popham, and 
all others of the towne of Plymouthe in the countie of Devon, or elsewhere, which are or shalbe 
joined unto them of that Colonie, shalbe called the Seconde Colonie; and that they shall and may 
beginne theire saide firste plantacion and seate of theire first aboade and habitacion at anie place 
upon the saide coaste of Virginia and America, where they shall thincke fitt and conveniente, 
betweene eighte and thirtie degrees of the saide latitude and five and fortie degrees of the same 
latitude; and that they shall have all the landes, soile, groundes, havens, ports, rivers, mines, 
mineralls, woods, marishes, waters, fishinges, commodities and hereditaments whatsoever, from 
the firste seate of theire plantacion and habitacion by the space of fiftie like Englishe miles, as is 
aforesaide, all alongeste the saide coaste of Virginia and America towardes the weste and 
southwest, or towardes the southe, as the coaste lieth, and all the islandes within one hundred 
miles directlie over againste the saide sea coaste; and alsoe all the landes, soile, groundes, 
havens, portes, rivers, mines, mineralls, woods, marishes, waters, fishinges, commodities and 
hereditamentes whatsoever, 
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from the saide place of theire firste plantacion and habitacion for the space of fiftie like miles all 
alongest the saide coaste of Virginia and America towardes the easte and northeaste or towardes 
the northe, as the coaste liethe, and all the islandes alsoe within one hundred miles directly over 
againste the same sea coaste; and alsoe all the landes, soile, groundes, havens, ports, rivers, woodes, 
mines, mineralls, marishes, waters, fishings, commodities and hereditaments whatsoever, from the 
same fiftie miles everie waie on the sea coaste, directlie into the maine lande by the space of one 
hundred like Englishe miles; and shall and may inhabit and remaine there; and shall and may alsoe 
builde and fortifie within anie the same for theire better saufegarde according to theire beste 
discrecions and the direction of the Counsell of that Colonie; and that none of our subjectes shalbe 
permitted or suffered to plante or inhabit behinde or on the backe of them towardes the maine lande 
without the expresse licence or consente of the Counsell of that Colonie, in writing thereunto, firste 
had and obtained.  

Provided alwaies, and our will and pleasure herein is, that the plantacion and habitacion of suche 
of the saide Colonies as shall laste plante themselves, as aforesaid, shall not be made within one 
hundred like Englishe miles of the other of them that firste beganne to make theire plantacion, 
as aforesaide.  

And wee doe alsoe ordaine, establishe and agree for [us], our heires and successors, that eache 
of the saide Colonies shall have a Counsell which shall governe and order all matters and causes 
which shall arise, growe, or happen to or within the same severall Colonies, according to such 
lawes, ordinannces and instructions as shalbe in that behalfe, given and signed with our hande 
or signe manuell and passe under the Privie Seale of our realme of Englande; eache of which 
Counsells shall consist of thirteene parsons and to be ordained, made and removed from time to 
time according as shalbe directed and comprised in the same instructions; and shall have a 
severall seale for all matters that shall passe or concerne the same severall Counsells, eache of 
which seales shall have the Kinges armes engraven on the one side there of and his pourtraiture 
on the other; and that the seale for the Counsell of the saide Firste Colonie shall have engraven 
rounde about on the one side theise wordes: Sigillum Regis Magne Britanie, Francie [et] Hibernie; 
on the other side this inscripture rounde about: Pro Consillio Prime Colonie Virginie. And the 
seale for the Counsell of the saide Seconde Colonie shall alsoe have engraven rounde about the 
one side thereof the foresaide wordes: Sigillum Regis Magne Britanie, Francie [et] Hibernie; and 
on the other side: Pro Consilio Secunde Colonie Virginie.  

And that alsoe ther shalbe a Counsell established here in Englande which shall in like manner 
consist of thirteen parsons to be, for that purpose, appointed by us, our heires and successors, 
which shalbe called our Counsell of Virginia; and shall from time to time have the superior 
managing and direction onelie of and for all matters that shall or may concerne the govermente, 
as well of the said severall Colonies as of and for anie other parte or place within the aforesaide 
precinctes of fower and thirtie and five and fortie degrees abovementioned; which Counsell shal 
in like manner have a seale for matters concerning the Counsell  [or Colonies] with the like armes 
and purtraiture as aforesaide, with this inscription engraven rounde about the one side: Sigillum 
Regis Magne Britanie, Francie [et] Hibernie; and rounde about the other side: Pro Consilio Suo 
Virginie.  
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And more over wee doe grannte and agree for us, our heires and successors, that the saide 
severall Counsells of and for the saide severall Colonies shall and lawfully may by vertue hereof, 
from time to time, without interuption of us, our heires or successors, give and take order to 
digg, mine and searche for all manner of mines of goulde, silver and copper, as well within anie 
parte of theire saide severall Colonies as of the saide maine landes on the backside of the same 
Colonies; and to have and enjoy the goulde, silver and copper to be gotten there of to the use 
and behoofe of the same Colonies and the plantacions thereof; yeilding therefore yerelie to us, 
our heires and successors, the fifte parte onelie of all the same goulde and silver and the fifteenth 
parte of all the same copper soe to be gotten or had, as is aforesaid, and without anie other 
manner of profitt or accompte to be given or yeilded to us, our heires or successors, for or in 
respecte of the same.  

And that they shall or lawfullie may establishe and cawse to be made a coine, to passe currant 
there betwene the people of those severall Colonies for the more ease of trafiique and bargaining 
betweene and amongest them and the natives there, of such mettall and in such manner and 
forme as the same severall Counsells there shall limitt and appointe. And wee doe likewise for 
us, our heires and successors, by theise presents give full power and auctoritie to the said Sir 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Sumers, Richarde Hackluit, Edwarde Maria Winghfeilde, Thomas 
Hannam, Raleighe Gilberde, William Parker and George Popham, and to everie of them, and to 
the saide severall Companies, plantacions and Colonies, that they and everie of them shall and 
may at all and everie time and times hereafter have, take and leade in the saide voyage, and for 
and towardes the saide severall plantacions and Colonies, and to travell thitherwarde and to 
abide and inhabit there in everie of the saide Colonies and plantacions, such and somanie of our 
subjectes as shall willinglie accompanie them, or anie of them, in the saide voyages and 
plantacions, with sufficiente shipping and furniture of armour, weapon, ordonnance, powder, 
victall, and all other thinges necessarie for the saide plantacions and for theire use and defence 
there: provided alwaies that none of the said parsons be such as hereafter shalbe speciallie 
restrained by us, our heires or successors.  

Moreover, wee doe by theise presents, for us, our heires and successors, give and grannte licence 
unto the said Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Sumers, Richarde Hackluite, Edwarde Maria Winghfeilde, 
Thomas Hannam, Raleighe Gilberde, William Parker and George Popham, and to everie of the said 
Colinies, that they and everie of them shall and may, from time to time and at all times for ever 
hereafter, for theire severall defences, incounter or expulse, repell and resist, aswell by sea as by 
lande, by all waies and meanes whatsoever, all and everie suche parson and parsons as without 
espiciall licence of the said severall Colonies and plantacions shall attempte to inhabit within the saide 
severall precincts and limitts of the saide severall Colonies and plantacions, or anie of them, or that 
shall enterprise or attempt at anie time hereafter the hurte, detrimente or annoyance of the saide 
severall Colonies or plantacions.  
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Giving and grannting by theise presents unto the saide Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, 
Richarde Hackluite, and Edwarde Maria Winghfeilde, and theire associates of the said Firste 
Colonie, and unto the said Thomas Hannam, Raleighe Gilberde, William Parker and George 
Popham, and theire associates of the saide Second Colonie, and to everie of them from time to 
time and at all times for ever hereafter, power and auctoritie to take and surprize by all waies 
and meanes whatsoever all and everie parson and parsons with theire shipps, vessels, goods and 
other furniture, which shalbe founde traffiqueing into anie harbor or harbors, creeke, creekes or 
place within the limitts or precincts of the saide severall Colonies and plantacions, not being of 
the same Colonie, untill such time as they, being of anie realmes or dominions under our 
obedience, shall paie or agree to paie to the handes of the Tresorer of the Colonie, within whose 
limitts and precincts theie shall soe traffique, twoe and a halfe upon anie hundred of anie thing 
soe by them traffiqued, boughte or soulde; and being stranngers and not subjects under our 
obeysannce, untill they shall paie five upon everie hundred of suche wares and commoditie as 
theie shall traffique, buy or sell within the precincts of the saide severall Colonies wherein theie 
shall soe traffique, buy or sell, as aforesaide; which sommes of money or benefitt, as aforesaide, 
for and during the space of one and twentie yeres nexte ensuing the date hereof shalbe whollie 
imploied to the use, benefitt and behoofe of the saide severall plantacions where such trafficque 
shalbe made; and after the saide one and twentie yeres ended the same shalbe taken to the use 
of us, our heires and successors by such officer and minister as by us, our heires and successors 
shalbe thereunto assigned or appointed.  

And wee doe further, by theise presentes, for us, our heires and successors, give and grannte unto 
the saide Sir Thomas Gates, Sir George Sumers, Richarde Hackluit, and Edwarde Maria Winghfeilde, 
and to theire associates of the saide Firste Colonie and plantacion, and to the saide Thomas Hannam, 
Raleighe Gilberde, William Parker and George Popham, and theire associates of the saide Seconde 
Colonie and plantacion, that theie and everie of them by theire deputies, ministers and factors may 
transport the goods, chattells, armor, munition and furniture, needfull to be used by them for theire 
saide apparrell, defence or otherwise in respecte of the saide plantacions, out of our realmes of 
Englande and Irelande and all other our dominions from time to time, for and during the time of 
seaven yeres nexte ensuing the date hereof for the better releife of the said severall Colonies and 
plantacions, without anie custome, subsidie or other dutie unto us, our heires or successors to be 
yeilded or paide for the same.  

Alsoe wee doe, for us, our heires and successors, declare by theise presentes that all and everie 
the parsons being our subjects which shall dwell and inhabit within everie or anie of the saide 
severall Colonies and plantacions and everie of theire children which shall happen to be borne 
within the limitts and precincts of the said severall Colonies and plantacions shall have and enjoy 
all liberties, franchises and immunites within anie of our other dominions to all intents and 
purposes as if they had been abiding and borne within this our realme of Englande or anie other 
of our saide dominions.  
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Moreover our gracious will and pleasure is, and wee doe by theise presents, for us, our heires 
and successors, declare and sett forthe, that if anie parson or parsons which shalbe of anie of the 
said Colonies and plantacions or anie other, which shall trafficque to the saide Colonies and 
plantacions or anie of them, shall at anie time or times hereafter transporte anie wares, 
marchandize or commodities out of [any] our dominions with a pretence and purpose to lande, 
sell or otherwise dispose the same within anie the limitts and precincts of anie of the saide 
Colonies and plantacions, and yet nevertheles being at the sea or after he hath landed the same 
within anie of the said Colonies and plantacions, shall carrie the same into any other forraine 
countrie with a purpose there to sell or dispose of the same without the licence of us, our heires 
or successors in that behalfe first had or obtained, that then all the goods and chattels of the 
saide parson or parsons soe offending and transporting, together with the said shippe or vessell 
wherein suche transportacion was made, shall be forfeited to us, our heires and successors.  

Provided alwaies, and our will and pleasure is and wee doe hereby declare to all Christian kinges, 
princes and estates, that if anie parson or parsons which shall hereafter be of anie of the said 
severall Colonies and plantacions, or anie other, by his, theire, or anie of theire licence or 
appointment, shall at anie time or times hereafter robb or spoile by sea or by lande or doe anie 
acte of unjust and unlawfull hostilitie to anie the subjects of us, our heires or successors, or anie 
of the subjects of anie king, prince, ruler, governor or state being then in league or amitie with 
us, our heires or successors, and that upon suche injurie or upon juste complainte of such prince, 
ruler, governor or state or their subjects, wee, our heires or successors, shall make open 
proclamation within anie the ports of our realme of Englande, commodious for that purpose, 
that the saide parson or parsons having committed anie such robberie or spoile shall, within the 
terme to be limitted by suche proclamations, make full restitucion or satisfaction of all suche 
injuries done, soe as the saide princes or others soe complained may houlde themselves fully 
satisfied and contented; and that if the saide parson or parsons having committed such robberie 
or spoile shall not make or cause to be made satisfaction accordingly with[in] such time soe to 
be limitted, that then it shalbe lawfull to us, our heires and successors to put the saide parson or 
parsons having committed such robberie or spoile and theire procurers, abbettors or comfortors 
out of our allegeannce and protection; and that it shalbe lawefull and free for all princes and 
others to pursue with hostilitie the saide offenders and everie of them and theire and everie of 
theire procurors, aiders, abbettors and comforters in that behalfe.  

And finallie wee doe, for us, our heires and successors, grannte and agree, to and with the saide Sir 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Sumers, Richarde Hackluit and Edwarde Maria Winghfeilde, and all other 
of the saide Firste Colonie, that wee, our heires or successors, upon peticion in that behalfe to be 
made, shall, by lettres patents under the Greate [Seale] of Englande, give and grannte unto such 
parsons, theire heires and assignees, as the Counsell of that Colonie or the most part of them shall 
for that purpose nomminate and assigne, all the landes, tenements and hereditaments which 
shalbe within the precincts limitted for that Colonie, as is 
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aforesaid, to be houlden of us, our heires and successors as of our mannor of Eastgreenwiche in 
the countie of Kente, in free and common soccage onelie and not in capite.  

And doe, in like manner, grannte and agree, for us, our heires and successors, to and with the saide 
Thomas Hannam, Raleighe Gilberd, William Parker and George Popham, and all others of the saide 
Seconde Colonie, that wee, our heires [and] successors, upon petition in that behalfe to be made, 
shall, by lettres patentes under the Great Seale of Englande, give and grannte unto such parsons, 
theire heires and assignees, as the Counsell of that Colonie or the most parte of them shall for that 
purpose nomminate and assigne, all the landes, tenementes and hereditaments which shalbe 
within the precinctes limited for that Colonie as is afore said, to be houlden of us, our heires and 
successors as of our mannor of Eastgreenwich in the countie of Kente, in free and common soccage 
onelie and not in capite.  

All which landes, tenements and hereditaments soe to be passed by the saide severall lettres 
patents, shalbe, by sufficient assurances from the same patentees, soe distributed and devided 
amongest the undertakers for the plantacion of the said severall Colonies, and such as shall make 
theire plantacion in either of the said severall Colonies, in such manner and forme and for such 
estates as shall [be] ordered and sett [downe] by the Counsell of the same Colonie, or the most 
part of them, respectively, within which the same lands, tenements and hereditaments shall ly 
or be. Althoughe expresse mencion [of the true yearly value or certainty of the premises, or any 
of them, or of any other gifts or grants, by us or any our progenitors or predecessors, to the 
aforesaid Sir Thomas Gates, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt. Richard Hackluit, Edward-Maria 
Wingfield, Thomas Hanham, Ralegh Gilbert, William Parker, and George Popham, or any of them, 
heretofore made, in these presents, is not made; or any statute, act, ordnance, or provision, 
proclamation, or restraint, to the contrary hereof had, made, ordained, or any other thing, cause, 
or matter whatsoever, in any wise notwithstanding.] In witnesse wherof [we have caused these 
our letters to be made patents;] witnesse our selfe at Westminister the xth day of Aprill [1606, in 
the fourth year of our reign of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the nine and 
thirtieth.]  

[Lukin]  

Exactum per breve de private sigillo [etc.]  
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JAMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 
&c. To all, to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting. WHEREAS, at the humble Suit and 
Request of sundry our loving and well-disposed Subjects, intending to deduce a Colony, and to 
make Habitation and Plantation of sundry our People in that Part of America, commonly called 
VIRGINIA, and other Parts and Territories in America, either appertaining unto Us, or which are 
not actually possessed of any Christian Prince or People, within certain Bounds and Regions, We 
have formerly, by our Letters-patents, bearing Date the tenth Day of April, in the fourth Year of 
our Reign of England, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the nine and thirtieth, GRANTED to Sir 
Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and others, for the more speedy Accomplishment of the said 
Plantation and Habitation that they should divide themselves into two Colonies (the one 
consisting of divers Knights, Gentlemen, Merchants, and others, of our City of London, called the 
FIRST COLONY; And the other consisting of divers Knights, Gentlemen, and others, of our Cities 
of Bristol, Exeter, and Town of Plimouth, and other Places, called the SECOND COLONY). And have 
yielded and granted in any and sundry Privileges and Liberties to each Colony, for their quiet 
settling and good Government therein, as by the said Letters patents more at large appeareth: 

Now, forasmuch as divers and sundry of our loving Subjects, as well Adventurers, as Planters, of 
the said first Colony, which have already engaged themselves in furthering the Business of the said 
Colony and Plantation, and do further intend, by the Assistance of Almighty God, to prosecute the 
same to a happy End, have of late been humble Suitors unto Us, that (in Respect of their great 
Charges and the Adventure of many of their Lives, which they have hazarded in the said Discovery 
and Plantation of the said Country) We should be pleased to grant them a further Enlargement and 
Explanation of the said Grant, Privileges, and Liberties, and that such Counsellors, and other 
Officers, may be appointed amongst them, to manage and direct their Affairs, as are willing and 
ready to adventure with them, as also whose Dwellings are not so far remote from the City of 
London, but they may, at convenient Times, be ready at Hand, to give their Advice and Assistance, 
upon all Occasions requisite.  

We greatly affecting the effectual Prosecution and happy success of the said Plantation, and 
commending their good desires therein, for their further Encouragement in accomplishing so 
excellent a Work, much pleasing to God, and profitable to our Kingdom, do of our especial Grace, 
and certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs, and Successors, GIVE, GRANT, and 
CONFIRM, to our trusty and well beloved Subjects,  

Robert, Earl of Salisbury, Thomas, Earl of Suffolk, Henry, Earl of Southampton, William, Earl of 
Pembroke, Henry, Earl of Lincoln, Earl of Dorset, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Philip, Earl of Montgomery, 
Robert, Lord Viscount Lisle, Theophilus, Lord Howard of Walden, James Montague, 
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Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells, Edward, Lord Zouche, Thomas, Lord Lawarr, William, Lord 
Mounteagle, Ralph, Lord Ewre, Edmond, Lord Sheffield, Grey, Lord Chandois, Lord Compton, John, 
Lord Petre, John, Lord Stanhope, George, Lord Carew, Sir Humphry Weld, Lord Mayor of London, 
George Piercy, Esq. Sir Edward Cecil, Knt. Sir George Wharton, Knt. Francis West, Esq. Sir William 
Wade, Knt. Sir Henry Nevil, Knt. Sir Thomas Smith, Knt. Sir Oliver Cromwell, Knt. Sir Peter Manwood, 
Knt. Sir Drue Drury, Knt. Sir Peter Scott, Knt. Sir Thomas Challoner, Knt. Sir Robert Drury, Knt. Sir 
Anthony Cope, Knt. Sir Horatio Vere, Knt. Sir Edward Conway, Knt. Sir William Brown, Knt. Sir 
Maurice Berkeley, Knt. Sir Robert Maunsel, Knt. Sir Amias Preston, Knt. Sir Thomas Gates, Knt. Sir 
Anthony Ashley, Knt. Sir Michael Sandys, Knt. Sir Henry Carey, Knt. Sir Stephen Soame, Knt. Sir 
Callisthenes Brooke, Knt. Sir Edward Michelborn, Knt. Sir John Ratcliffe, Knt. Sir Wilmot, Knt. Sir 
George Moore, Knt. Sir Hugh Wiral, Knt. Sir Thomas Dennis, Knt. Sir John Holles, Knt. Sir William 
Godolphin, Knt. Sir Thomas Monson, Knt. Sir Thomas Ridgwine, Knt. Sir John Brooke, Knt. Sir Robert 
Killigrew, Knt. Sir Henry Peyton, Knt. Sir Richard Williamson, Knt. Sir Ferdinando Weyoman, Knt. Sir 
William St. John, Knt. Sir Thomas Holcroft, Knt. Sir John Mallory, Knt. Sir Roger Ashton, Knt. Sir 
Walter Cope, Knt. Sir Richard Wigmore, Knt. Sir William Cocke, Knt. Sir Herbert Crofte, Knt. Sir Henry 
Fanshaw, Knt. Sir John Smith, Knt. Sir Francis Wolley, Knt. Sir Edward Waterhouse, Knt. Sir Henry 
Seckford Knt. Sir Edwin Sandys, Knt. Sir Thomas Waynam, Knt. Sir John Trevor, Knt. Sir Warwick 
Heele, Knt. Sir Robert Worth, Knt. Sir John Townshend, Knt. Sir Christopher Perkins, Knt. Sir Daniel 
Dun, Knt. Sir Henry Hobert, Knt. Sir Francis Bacon, Knt. Sir Henry Montague, Knt. Sir George Coppin, 
Knt. Sir Samuel Sandys, Knt. Sir Thomas Roe, Knt. Sir George Somers, Knt. Sir Thomas Freake, Knt. 
Sir Thomas Harwell, Knt. Sir Charles Kelke, Knt. Sir Baptist Hicks, Knt. Sir John Watts, Knt. Sir Robert 
Carey, Knt. Sir William Romney, Knt. Sir Thomas Middleton, Knt. Sir Hatton Cheeke, Knt. Sir John 
Ogle, Knt. Sir Cavellero Meycot, Knt. Sir Stephen Riddleson, Knt. Sir Thomas Bludder, Knt. Sir 
Anthony Aucher, Knt. Sir Robert Johnson, Knt. Sir Thomas Panton, Knt. Sir Charles Morgan, Knt. Sir 
Stephen Pole, Knt. Sir John Burlacie, Knt. Sir Christopher Cleave, Knt. Sir George Hayward, Knt. Sir 
Thomas Davis, Knt. Sir Thomas Sutton, Knt. Sir Anthony Forrest, Knt. Sir Robert Payne, Knt. Sir John 
Digby, Knt. Sir Dudley Digges, Knt. Sir Fowland Cotton, Knt. Dr. Matthew Sutclide, Dr. Meadows, Dr. 
Turner, Dr. Poe, Captain Pagnam, Captain Jeffrey Holcrofte, Captain Romney, Captain Henry Spry, 
Captain Shelton, Captain Sparks, Captain Thomas Wyat, Captain Brinsley, Captain William 
Courtney, Captain Herbert, Captain Clarke, Captain Dewhurst, Captain John Blundell, Captain Fryer, 
Captain Lewis Orwell, Captain Edward Lloyd, Captain Slingsby, Captain Hawley, Captain Acme, 
Captain Cookhouse, Captain Mason, Captain Thomas Holcroft, Captain John Coke, Captain Holles, 
Captain William Proud, Captain Henry Woodhouse, Captain Richard Lindesey, Captain Dexter, 
Captain William Winter, Captain Pearse, Captain John Gingham, Captain Burray, Captain Thomas 
Conway, Captain Rockwood, Captain William Lovelace, Captain John Ashley, Captain Thomas 
Wynne, Captain Thomas Mewtis, Captain Edward Harwood, Captain Michael Everard, Captain 
Comock, Captain Mills, Captain Pigot, Captain Edward-Maria Wingfield, Captain Christopher 
Newport, Captain John Sicklemore, alias Ratcliffe, Captain John Smith, Captain John Martin, Captain 
Peter Wynne, Captain Waldo, Captain Thomas Wood, Captain Thomas Button, George Bolls, Esq. 
Sheriff of London, William Crashaw, Clerk, Batchelor of Divinity, William Seabright, Esq., 
Christopher Brooke, Esq., John Birigley, Esq., Thomas Watson, Esq., 
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Richard Percival, Esq., John Moore, Esq., Hugh Broker, Esq., David Woodhouse, Esq., Anthony 
Aucher, Esq., Robert Boyer, Esq., Ralph Owens, Esq., Zachary Jones Esq., George Calvert, Esq., 
William Dobson, Esq., Henry Reynolds, Esq., Thomas Walker, Esq., Anthony Barnars, Esq., Thomas 
Sandys, Esq., Henry Sandys, Esq., Richard Sandys, Esq., Son of Sir Edwin Sandys, William 
Oxenbridge, Esq., John Moore, Esq., Thomas Wilson Esq., John Bullock, Esq., John Waller, Esq., 
Thomas Webb, Jehu Robinson, William Brewster, Robert Evelyn, Henry Danby, Richard Hackluit, 
Minister, John Eldrid, Merchant, William Russel, Merchant, John Merrick, Merchant, Richard 
Banister, Merchant, Charles Anthony, Goldsmith, John Banks, William Evans, Richard Humble, 
Richard Chamberlayne, Merchant, Thomas Barber, Merchant, Richard Pomet, Merchant, John 
Fletcher, Merchant, Thomas Nicholls, Merchant, John Stoke, Merchant, Gabriel Archer, Francis 
Covel, William Bonham, Edward Harrison, John Wostenholme, Nicholas Salter, Hugh Evans, William 
Barnes, Otho Mawdet, Richard Staper, Merchant, John Elkin, Merchant, William Coyse, Thomas 
Perkin, Cooper, Humphrey James, Cooper, Henry Jackson, Robert Singleton, Christopher Nicholls, 
John Harper, Abraham Chamberlayne, Thomas Shipton, Thomas Carpenter, Anthony Crew, George 
Holman, Robert Hill, Cleophas Smith, Ralph Harrison, John Farmer, James Brearly, William Crosby, 
Richard Cox, John Gearing, Richard Strongarm, Ironmongers, Thomas Langton, Griffith Hinton, 
Richard Ironside, Richard Dean, Richard Turner, William Lawson, Mercer, James Chatfield, Edward 
Allen Tedder, Robert Hildebrand Sprinson, Arthur Mouse, John Gardiner, James Russell, Richard 
Caswell, Richard Evans, John Hawkins, Richard Kerril, Richard Brooke, Matthew Screvener, 
Gentleman, William Stallenge, Gentleman, Arthur Venn, Gentleman, Sandys Webbe, Gentleman, 
Michael Phetiplace, Gentleman, William Phetiplace, Gentleman, Ambrose Prusey, Gentleman, John 
Taverner, Gentleman, George Pretty, Gentleman, Peter Latham, Gentleman, Thomas Montford, 
Gentleman, William Central, Gentleman, Richard Wiffin, Gentleman, Ralph Moreton, Gentleman, 
John Cornelius, Martin Freeman, Ralph Freeman, Andrew Moore, Thomas White, Edward Perkin, 
Robert Offley, Thomas Whitley, George Pit, Robert Parkhurst, Thomas Morris, Peter Harloe, Jeffry 
Duppa, John Gilbert, William Hancock, Matthew Brown, Francis Tyrrel, Randolph Carter, Othowell 
Smith, Thomas Hammond, Martin Bond, Haberdasher, John Moulsoe, Robert Johnson, Wiliam 
Young, John Woodal, William Felgate, Humfrey Westwood, Richard Champion, Henry Robinson, 
Francis Mapes, William Sambach, Ralegh Crashaw, Daniel Tucker, Thomas Grave, Hugh Willeston, 
Thomas Culpepper, of Wigsel, Esq., John Culpepper, Gentleman, Henry Lee, Josias Kerton, 
Gentleman, John Pory, Gentleman, Henry Collins, George Burton, William Atkinson, Thomas Forest, 
John Russel, John Holt, Harman Harrison, Gabriel Beedel, John Beedel, Henry Dawkes, George Scot, 
Edward Fleetwood, Gentleman, Richard Rogers, Gentleman, Arthur Robinson, Robert Robinson, 
John Huntley, John Gray, William Payne, William Field, William Wattey, William Webster, John 
Dingley, Thomas Draper, Richard Glanvil, Arnold Hulls, Henry Roe, William More, Nicholas Gryce, 
James Monger, Nicholas Andrews, Jeremy Haydon, Ironmonger, Philip Durette, John Quarles, John 
West, Matthew Springham, John Johnson, Christopher Hore, Thomas Snead, George Berkeley, 
Arthur Pet, Thomas Careles, William Berkley, Thomas Johnson, Alexander Bents, Captain William 
King, George Sandys, Gentleman, James White, Gentleman, Edmond Anne, Charles Towlar, Richard 
Reynold, Edward Webb, Richard Maplesden, Thomas Lever, David Bourne, Thomas Wood, Ralph 
Hamer, Edward Barnes, Mercer, John 
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Wright, Mercer, Robert Middleton, Edward Littlefield, Katharine West, Thomas Web, Ralph Lying, 
Robert Coppin, James Askew, Christopher Holt, William Bardwell, Alexander Chiles, Lewis Tate, 
Edward Ditchfield, James Swifte, Richard Widdowes, goldsmith, Redmond Brudenell, Edward 
Purcell, John Hansford, Edward Wooller, William Palmer, haberdasher, John Badger, John Hodgson, 
Peter Mounsel, John Carril, John Bushride, Lillian Dun, Thomas Johnson, Nicholas Benson, Thomas 
Shipton, Nathaniel Wade, Randal Wetwood, Matthew Dequester, Charles Hawkins, Hugh 
Hammersley, Abraham Cartwright, George Bennet, William Cater, Richard Goddard, Henry 
Cromwell, Phineas Pet, Robert Cooper, John Cooper, Henry Newce, Edward Wilkes, Robert 
Bateman, Nicholas Farrar, John Hewhouse, John Cason, Thomas Harris, Gentleman, George 
Etheridge, Gentleman, Thomas Mayle, Gentleman, Richard Stafford, Thomas Richard Cooper, John 
Wrestrow, Edward Welch, Thomas Britain, Thomas Knowles, Octavian Thorne, Edmond Smith, John 
March, Edward Carew, Thomas Pleydall, Richard Let, Miles Palmer, Henry Price, John Joshua, 
Gentleman, William Clauday, Jeremy Pearsye, John Bree, Gentleman, William Hampson, 
Christopher Pickford, Thomas Hunt, Thomas Truston, Christopher Salmon, Jolm Howard, clerk, 
Richard Partridge, Allen Cassen, Felix Wilson, Thomas Bathurst, George Wilmer, Andrew Wilmer, 
Maurice Lewellin, Thomas Godwin, Peter Burgoyne, Thomas Burgoyne, Robert Burgoyne, Robert 
Smith, Merchant Taylor, Edward Cage, grocer, Thomas Cannon, Gentleman, William Welby, 
stationer, Clement Wilmer, Gentleman, John Clapham, Gentleman, Giles Francis, Gentleman, 
George Walker, Sadler, John Swinhow, stationer, Edward Bishop, stationer, Leonard White, 
Gentleman, Christopher Baron, Peter Benson, Richard Smith, George Proctor, minister, Millicent 
Ramsdent, widow Joseph Soane, Thomas Hinshaw, John Baker, Robert Thornton, John Davis, 
Edward Facet, George Newce, Gentleman, John Robinson, Captain Thomas Wood, William Brown, 
shoemaker, Robert Barker, shoemaker, Robert Pennington, Francis Burley, minister, William Quick, 
grocer, Edward Lewis, grocer, Laurence Campe, draper, Aden Perkins, grocer, Richard Shepherd, 
preacher, William Sherley, haberdasher, William Taylor, haberdasher, Edwin Lukin, Gentleman, 
John Franklyn, haberdasher, John Southwick, Peter Peate, George Johan, ironmonger, George 
Yeardley, Gentleman, Henry Shelly, John Prat, Thomas Church, draper, William Powel, Gentleman, 
Richard Frith, Gentleman, Thomas Wheeler, draper, Francis Easlerig, Gentleman, Hugh Shipley, 
Gentleman, John Andrews, the Elder, Doctor of Cambridge, Francis Whistler, Gentleman, John 
Vassal, Gentleman, Richard Howle, Edward Berkeley, Gentleman, Richard Keneridgburg, 
Gentleman, Nicholas Exton, draper, William Bennet, fishmonger, James Haywood, Merchant, 
Nicholas Isaac, Merchant, William Gibbs, Merchant, Bishop, Bernard Mitchel, Isaac Mitchel, John 
Streate, Edward Gall, John Martin, Gentleman, Thomas Fox, Luke Lodge, John Woodliffe, 
Gentleman, Richard Webb, Vincent Long, Samuel Burnham, Edmund Pears, haberdasher, John 
Googe, John St. John, Edward Vaughan, William Dunn, Thomas Alcocke, John Andrews, the 
younger, of Cambridge, Samuel Smith, Thomas Gerrard, Thomas Whittingham, William Canning, 
Paul Canning, George Chandler, Henry Vincent, Thomas Ketley, James Skelton, James Mountaine, 
George Webb, gentleman, Joseph Newbridge, smith, Josiah Mand, Captain Ralph Hamer, the 
younger, Edward Brewster, the son of William Brewster, Leonard Harwood, mercer, Philip 
Druerdent, William Carpenter, Tristian Hill, Robert Cock, grocer, Laurence Grecie, grocer, Samuel 
Winch, grocer, Humphry Stile, grocer, Avern Dransfield, grocer, Edward Hodges, grocer, Edward 
Beale, grocer, Thomas Culler, grocer, 
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Ralph Busby, grocer, John Whittingham, grocer, John Hide, grocer, Matthew Shepherd, grocer, 
Thomas Allen, grocer, Richard Hooker grocer, Lawrence Munks, grocer, John Tanner, grocer, Peter 
Gate, grocer, John Blunt, grocer, Robert Phipps, grocer, Robert Berrisford, grocer, Thomas Wells, 
grocer, John Ellis, grocer, Henry Colthurst, grocer, John Cavady, grocer, Thomas Jennings, grocer, 
Edmond Baschall, grocer, Timothy Bathurst, grocer, Giles Parslow, grocer, Robert Milmay, grocer, 
Richard Johnson, grocer, William Johnson, vinetner, Ezekiel Smith, Richard Martin, William Sharpe, 
Robert Rich, William Stannard, innholder, John Stocken, William Strachey, gentleman, George 
Farmer, gentleman, Thomas Gypes, cloth-worker, Abraham Davies, gentleman, Thomas Brocket, 
gentleman, George Bache, fishmonger, John Dike, fishmonger, Henry Spranger, Richard Farrington, 
Christopher Vertue, vintner, Thomas Bayley, vintner, George Robins, vintner, Tobias Hinson, 
grocer, Urian Spencer, Clement Chickeley, John Scarpe, gentleman, James Campbell, ironmonger, 
Christian Clitheroe, ironmonger, Philip Jacobson, Peter Jacobson, of Antwerp, William Berkeley, 
Miles Banks, cutler, Peter Higgons, grocer, Henry John, gentleman, John Stokley, merchant taylor, 
the Company of Mercers, the Company of Grocers, the Company of Drapers, the Company of 
Fishmongers, the Company of Goldsmiths, the Company of Skinners, the Company of Merchant 
Taylors, the Company of Haberdashers, the Company of Salters, the Company of Ironmongers, the 
Company of Vintners, the Company of Clothworkers, the Company of Dyers, the Company of 
Brewers, the Company of Leathersellers, the Company of Pewterers, the Company of Cutlers, the 
Company of Whitebakers, the Company of Wax-Chandlers, the Company of Tallow-Chandlers, the 
Company of Armourers, the Company of Girdlers, the Company of Butchers, the Company of 
Sadlers, the Company of Carpenters, the Company of Cordwaynes, the Company of Barber-
Chirurgeons, the Company of Paintstainers, the Company of Curriers, the Company of Masons, the 
Company of Plumbers, the Company of Innholders, the Company of Founders, the Company of 
Poulterers, the Company of Cooks, the Company of Coopers, the Company of Tylers and 
Bricklayers, the Company of Boyers, the Company of Fletchers, the Company of Blacksmiths, the 
Company of Joiners, the Company of Weavers, the Company of Woolmen, the Company of 
Woodmongers, the Company of Scriveners, the Company of Fruiterers, the Company of Plasterers, 
the Company of Brownbakers, the Company of Stationers, the Company of Imbroiderers, the 
Company of Upholsterers, the Company of Musicians, the Company of Turners, the Company of 
Gardners, the Company of Basketmakers, the Company of Glaziers, John Levet, Merchant, Thomas 
Nornicot, clothworker, Richard Venn, haberdasher, Thomas Scott, gentleman, Thomas Juxon, 
merchant-taylor, George Hankinson, Thomas Seyer, gentleman, Matthew Cooper, George Buttler, 
gentleman, Thomas Lawson, gentleman, Edward Smith, haberdasher, Stephen Sparrow, John 
Jones, merchant, Reynolds, Brewer, Thomas Plummer, merchant, Jame Duppa, brewer, Rowland 
Coitmore, William Southerne, George Whitmore, haberdasher, Anthony Gosnold, the younger, 
John Allen, fishmonger, Simon Yeomans, fishmonger, Lancelot Davis, gentleman, John Hopkins, 
alderman of Bristol, John Kettleby, gentleman, Richard Clene, goldsmith, George Hooker, 
gentleman, Robert Chening, yeoman, and to such and so many as they do, or shall hereafter admit 
to be joined with them, in the form hereafter in these presents expressed, whether they go in 
their Persons to be Planters there in the said Plantation, or whether they do not, but adventure 
their monies, 
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goods, or Chattles, that they shall be one Body or Commonalty perpetual, and shall have 
perpetual Succession and one common Seal to serve for the said Body or Commonalty, and that 
they and their Successors shall be known, called, and incorporated by the Name of The Treasurer 
and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the City of London, for the first Colony in Virginia.  

And that they and their Successors shall be from henceforth forever enabled to take, acquire, 
and purchase by the Name aforesaid (Licence for the same from Us, our Heirs, and Successors, 
first had and obtained) any Manner of Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, Goods and 
Chattles, within our Realm of England, and Dominion of Wales.  

And that they, and their Successors, shall likewise be enabled by the Name aforesaid, to plead 
and be impleaded, before any of our Judges or Justices in any of our Courts, and in any Actions 
or Suits whatsoever.  

And we do also of our special Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, give, grant and 
confirm, unto the said Treasurer and Company, and their Successors, under the Reservations, 
Limitations, and. Declarations hereafter expressed, all those Lands, Countries, and Territories, 
situate, lying, and being in that Part of America, called Virginia, from the Point of Land, called 
Cape or Point Comfort, all along the Sea Coast to the Northward, two hundred miles, and from 
the said Point of Cape Comfort, all along the Sea Coast to the Southward, two hundred Miles, 
and all that Space and Circuit of Land, lying from the Sea Coast of the Precinct aforesaid, up into 
the Land throughout from Sea to Sea, West and Northwest; And also all the Islands lying within 
one hundred Miles along the Coast of both Seas of the Precinct aforesaid; Together with all the 
Soils, Grounds, Havens, and Ports, Mines, as well Royal Mines of Gold and Silver, as other 
Minerals, Pearls, and precious Stones, Quarries, Woods, Rivers, Waters, Fishings, Commodities, 
Jurisdictions, Royalties, Privileges, Franchises, and Preheminences within the said Territories, and 
the Precincts thereof, whatsoever, and thereto, and thereabouts both by Sea and Land, being, or 
in any sort belonging or appertaining, and which We, by our Letters Patents, may or can grant, in 
as ample Manner and Sort, as We, or any our noble Progenitors, have heretofore granted to any 
Company, Body Politic or Corporate, or to any Adventurer or Adventurers, Undertaker or 
Undertakers of any Discoveries, Plantations, or Traffic, of, in, or into any Foreign Parts 
whatsoever, and in as large and ample Manner, as if the same were herein particularly mentioned 
and expressed; To HAVE AND TO HOLD, possess and enjoy, all and singular the said Lands, 
Countries and Territories, with all and singular other the Premises heretofore by these Presents 
granted, or mentioned to be granted to them, the said Treasurer and Company, their Successors 
and Assigns forever To the sole and proper Use of them, the said Treasurer and Company, their 
Successors and Assigns forever; To BE HOLDEN of Us, our Heirs and Successors, as of our Manor 
of East-Greenwich, in free and common Soccage, and not in Capite; YIELDING and PAYING 
therefore, to Us, our Heirs and Successors, the fifth Part only of all Ore of Gold and Silver, that 
from Time to Time, and at all Times hereafter, shall be there gotten, had, or obtained, for all 
Manner of Services.  
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AND nevertheless, our Will and Pleasure is, and we do by these Presents, charge and command, 
warrant and authorize, that the said Treasurer, and Company, or their Successors, or the major 
Part of them which shall be present and assembled for that Purpose, shall from Time to Time, 
under their common Seal, DISTRIBUTE, convey, assign, and set over such particular Portions of 
Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, by these Presents formerly granted unto such our loving 
Subjects, naturally born, or Denizens, or others, as well Adventurers as Planters, as by the said 
Company (upon a Commission of Survey and Distribution, executed and returned for that 
Purpose) shall be nominated, appointed, and allowed; Wherein our Will and Pleasure is, that 
Respect be had as well of the Proportion of the Adventurer, as to the special Service, Hazard, 
Exploit, or Merit of any Person so to be recompensed, advanced, or rewarded.  

AND forasmuch as the good and prosperous Success of the said Plantation, cannot but chiefly 
depend next under the Blessing of God, and the Support of our Royal Authority, upon the 
provident and good Direction of the whole Enterprise, by a careful and understanding Council, 
and that it is not convenient, that all the Adventurers shall be so often drawn to meet and 
assemble, as shall be requisite for them to have Meetings and Conference about the Affairs 
thereof; Therefore we Do ORDAIN, establish and confirm, that there shall be perpetually one 
COUNCIL here resident, according to the Tenour of our former Letters-Patents; Which Council 
shall have a Seal for the better Government and Administration of the said Plantation, besides 
the legal Seal of the Company or Corporation, as in our former Letters-Patents is also expressed.  

AND further, We ESTABLISH and ORDAIN, That Henry Earl of Southampton, William Earl of 
Pembroke, Henry Earl of Lincoln, Thomas, Earl of Exeter, Robert, Lord Viscount Lisle, Lord 
Theophilus Howard, James, Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Edward Zouche, Thomas Lord 
Lawarr, William, Lord Mounteagle, Edmund, Lord Sheffield, Gray, Lord Chandois, John, Lord 
Stanhope, George, Lord Carew, Sir Humfrey Weld, Lord Mayor of London, Sir Edward Cecil, Sir 
William Wade, Sir Henry Nevil, Sir Thomas Smith, Sir Oliver Cromwell, Sir Peter Manwood, Sir 
Thomas Challoner, Sir Henry Hobert, Sir Francis Bacon, Sir George Coppin, Sir John Scot, Sir Henry 
Carey, Sir Robert Drury, Sir Horatio Vere, Sir Edward Conway, Sir Maurice Berkeley, Sir Thomas 
Gates, Sir Michael Sandys, Sir Robert Mansell, Sir John Trevor, Sir Amias Preston, Sir William 
Godolphin, Sir Walter Cope, Sir Robert Killigrew, Sir Henry Fanshaw, Sir Edwin Sandys, Sir John 
Watts, Sir Henry Montague, Sir William Homney, Sir Thomas Roe, Sir Baptist Hicks, Sir Richard 
Williamson, Sir Stephen Poole, Sir Dudley Digges, Christopher Brooke, Esq. John Eldred, and Jolm 
Wolstenholme shall be our Council for the said Company of Adventurers and Planters, in Virginia.  

AND the said Thomas Smith, We Do ORDAIN to be Treasurer of the said Company; which 
Treasurer shall have Authority to give Order for the Warning of the Council, and summoning the 
Company to their Courts and Meetings.  
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AND the said Council and Treasurer, or any of them shall be from henceforth nominated, chosen, 
continued, displaced, changed, altered and supplied, as Death, or other several Occasions shall 
require, out of the Company of the said Adventurers, by the Voice of the greater part of the said 
Company and Adventurers, in their Assembly for that Purpose: PROVIDED always, That every 
Counsellor so newly elected, shall be presented to the Lord Chancellor of England, or to the Lord 
High Treasurer of England, or to the Lord Chamberlain of the Household of Us, our Heirs and 
Successors for the Time being, to take his Oath of a Counsellor to Us, our Heirs and Successors, 
for the said Company of Adventurers and Colony in Virginia. AND we do by these Presents, of our 
special Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs and Successors, GRANT 
unto the said Treasurer and Company, and their Successors, that if it happen at any Time or 
Times, the Treasurer for the Time being to be sick, or to have any such Cause of Absence from 
the City of London, as shall be allowed by the said Council, or the greater part of them assembled, 
so as he cannot attend the affairs of that Company, in every such Case, it shall and may be lawful 
for such Treasurer for the Time being, to assign, constitute, and appoint one of the Council, or 
Company, to be likewise allowed by the Council, or the greater Part of them assembled, to be 
the Deputy Treasurer of the said Company; Which Deputy shall have Power to do and execute all 
Things which belong to the said Treasurer, during such Time as such Treasurer shall be either sick, 
or otherwise absent, upon Cause allowed of by the said Council, or the major Part of them, as 
aforesaid, so fully and wholly, and in as large and ample Manner and Form, to all Intents: and 
Purposes, as the said Treasurer if he were present himself, might or could do and execute the 
same.  

AND further, of our special Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, for Us, our Heirs and 
Successors, we do, by these Presents, GIVE and GRANT full Power and Authority to our said 
Council here resident, as well at this present time, as hereafter from time to time, to nominate, 
make, constitute, ordain and confirm, by such Name or Names, Stile or Stiles, as to them shall 
seem good, And likewise to revoke, discharge, change, and alter, as well all and singular 
Governors, Officers, and Ministers, which already have been made, as also which hereafter shall 
be by them thought fit and needful to be made or used for the Government of the said Colony 
and Plantation:  

AND also to make, ordain, and establish all Manner of Orders, Laws, Directions, Instructions, Forms 
and Ceremonies of Government and Magistracy, fit and necessary for and concerning the 
Government of the said Colony and Plantation; And the same, at all Times hereafter, to abrogate, 
revoke, or change, not only within the Precincts of the said Colony, but also upon the Seas, in going 
and coming to and from the said Colony, as they in their good Discretion, shall think to be fittest 
for the Good of the Adventurers and inhabitants there.  

AND we do also declare, that for divers Reasons and Considerations, Us thereunto especially 
moving, our Will and Pleasure is, and We do hereby ordain, that immediately from and after such 
Time as any such Governor or principal Officer, so to be nominated and appointed by our said 
Council, for the Government of the said Colony as aforesaid, shall arrive in. Virginia, 
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and give Notice unto the Colony there resident, of our pleasure in this Behalf, the Government 
Power and Authority of the President and Council heretofore by our former Letters-patents there 
established, and all Laws and Constitutions by them formerly made shall utterly cease and be 
determined; And all Officers, Governors, and Ministers formerly constituted and appointed, shall 
be discharged, anything in our former Letters-patents concerning the said Plantation contained in 
any wise to the contrary notwithstanding; Straightly charging and commanding the President and 
Council now resident in the said Colony upon their Allegiance, after Knowledge given unto them of 
our Will and Pleasure by these presents signified and declared that they forthwith be obedient to 
such Governor or Governors as by our said Council here resident shall be named and appointed as 
aforesaid, and to all Directions, Orders and Commandments which they shall receive from them, 
as well in the present resigning and giving up of their Authority, Offices, Charge and Places, as in all 
other Attendance as shall be by them from time to time required.  

AND we do further by these presents ORDAIN and establish, that the said Treasurer and Council 
here resident, and their successors or any four of them being assembled (the Treasurer being 
one) shall from time to time have full Power and Authority to admit and receive any other Person 
into their Company, Corporation, and Freedom; And further in a General Assembly of 
Adventurers, with the consent of the greater part upon good Cause, to disfranchise and put out 
any Person or Persons out of the said Freedom or Company.  

AND we do also GRANT and confirm for Us, our Heirs and Successors, that it shall be lawful for 
the said Treasurer and Company and their Successors by direction of the Governors there, to dig 
and to search for all manner of Mines of Gold, silver, Copper, Iron, Lead, Tin, and all sorts of 
Minerals, as well within the precinct aforesaid, as within and part of the main land not formerly 
granted to any other; And TO HAVE and ENJOY the Gold, Silver, Copper, Iron, Lead, and Tin, and 
all other Minerals to be gotten thereby, to the use and behoof of the said company of Planters 
and Adventurers; YIELDING thereof, and paying Yearly unto Us, our Heirs and Successors as 
aforesaid.  

AND we do further of our special Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion for Us, our Heires, 
and Successors, GRANT by these presents, to and with the said Treasurer and Company, and their 
Successors, that it shall be lawful and free for them. and their Assigns, at all and every time and 
times hereafter, out of our Realm of England, and out of all other our Dominions, to take and 
lead into the said Voyages, and for and towards the said Plantation, and to travel thitherwards 
and to abide and inhabit there in the said Colony and Plantation, all such and so many of our 
loving Subjects, or any other Strangers, that will become our loving Subjects, and live under our 
Obedience, as shall willingly accompany them in the said Voyage and Plantation; With sufficient 
Shipping, Armour, Weapons, Ordinance, Munition, Powder, Shot, Victuals, and such 
Merchandises or Wares as are esteemed by the wild People in those Parts, Cloathing, 
Implements, Furniture, Cattle, Horses, and Mares, and all other things necessary for the said 
Plantation, and for their Use, and Defence, and Trade with the People there; and passing and 
returning to and fro; Without yielding or paying Subsidy, Cus
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tom, Imposition, or any other Tax or Duty, to Us, our Heirs, or Successors, for the space of seven 
Years from the Date of these Presents: PROVIDED that none of the said Persons be such as shall 
be hereafter by special name restrained by Us, our Heirs, and Successors.  

AND for their further Encouragement, of our special Grace and Favour, we do by these Presents, 
for Us, our Heires, and Successors, YEILD and GRANT to and with the said Treasurer and Company, 
and their Successors, and every of them, their Factors and Assigns, that they and every of them 
shall be free of all Subsidies and Customs in Virginia, for the space of one and twenty Years, and 
from all Taxes and Impositions for ever upon any Goods or Merchandizes at any Time or Times 
hereafter, either upon Importation thither, or Exportation from thence into our Realm of 
England, or into any other of our Realms or Dominions, by the said Treasurer and Company, and 
their Successors, and their Deputies, Factors, or Assigns, or any of them: EXCEPT only the five 
Pounds per Cent. due for Custom upon all such Goods and Merchandizes as shall be brought or 
Imported into our Realm of England, or any other of these our Dominions according to the antient 
Trade of Merchants; WHICH FIVE POUNDS per Cent only being paid, it shall be thenceforth lawful 
and free for the said Adventurers, the same Goods and Merchandizes to export and carry out of 
our said Dominions into foreign Parts without any Custom, Tax, or other Duty to be paid to Us, 
our Heires, or Successors, or to any other our Officers or Deputies: PROVIDED, that the said Goods 
and Merchandizes be shipped out, within thirteen Months after their first landing within any Part 
of those Dominions.  

AND we do also GRANT and confirm to the said Treasurer and Company, and their Successors, as 
also to all and every such Governor, or other Officers, and Ministers, as by our said Council shall 
be appointed to have Power and Authority of Government and Command in and over the said 
Colony and Plantation; That they, and every of them, shall and lawfully may from Time to Time 
and at all Times for ever hereafter, for their several Defence and Safety, encounter, expulse, 
repel, and resist by Force and Arms, as well by Sea as by Land, and all Ways and Means 
whatsoever, all and every such Person and Persons whatsoever as (without the special Licence 
of the said Treasurer and Company and their Successors) shall attempt to inhabit within the said 
several Precincts and Limits of the said Colony and Plantation; And also all and every such Person 
and Persons whatsoever, as shall enterprise or attempt at any Time hereafter, Destruction, 
Invasion, Hurt, Detriment, or Annoyance, to the said Colony and Plantation, as is likewise 
specified in the said former Grant:  

AND that it shall be lawful for the said Treasurer and Company and their Successors, and every 
of them from Time to Time, and at all Times for ever hereafter, and they shall have full Power 
and Authority to take and surprise by all Ways and Means whatsoever, all and every Person and 
Persons whatsoever, with their Ships, Goods, and other Furniture, trafficking in any Harbour, 
Creek, or Place, within the Limits or Precincts of the said Colony and Plantation not being allowed 
by the said Company to be Adventurers or Planters of the said Colony until such Time as they 
being of any Realigns and Dominions under our Obedience, shall pay, or agree to pay, to the 
Hands of the Treasurer, or of some other Officer deputed by the 
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said Governor of Virginia (over and above such Subsidy or Custom as the said Company is or 
hereafter shall be to pay) five Pounds per Cent. upon all Goods and Merchandises so brought in 
thither, and also five per Cent. upon all Goods by them shipped out from thence; And being 
Strangers and not under our Obedience until they have paid (over and above such Subsidy and 
Custom, as the said Treasurer and Company, or their Successors, is, or hereafter shall be to pay) 
ten Pounds per Cent. upon all such Goods likewise carried in and out, any Thing in the said former 
Letters-patents to the contrary notwithstanding;. And the same SUMS of MONEY and Benefit, 
aforesaid, for and during the space of one and twenty Years, shall be wholly employed to the 
Benefit, Use, and Behoof of the said Colony and Plantation; And after the said one and twenty 
Years ended, the same shall be taken to the use of Us, our Heirs and Successors, by such Officers 
and Ministers, as by Us, our Heirs or Successors shall be "hereunto assigned and appointed, as is 
specified in the said former Letters-patents.  

Also we do for Us, our Heirs and Successors, DECLARE by these Presents, that all and every the 
Persons being our Subjects, which shall go and inhabit within the said Colony and Plantation, and 
every their Children and Posterity, which shall happen to be born within any of the Limits thereof, 
shall HAVE and ENJOY all Liberties, Franchizes, and Immunities of Free Denizens and natural 
Subjects within any of our other Dominions to all Intents and Purposes, as if they had been 
abiding and born within this our Realm of England, or in any other of our Dominions.  

AND forasmuch as it shall be necessary for all such our loving Subject as shall inhabit within the 
said Precincts of Virginia aforesaid, to determine to live together in the Fear and true Worship of 
Almighty God, Christian Peace and Civil Quietness each with other, whereby every one may with 
more Safety, Pleasure and Profit enjoy that whereunto they shall attain with great Pain and Peril; 
WE for Us, our Heirs, and Successors are likewise pleased and contented, and by these Presents 
do GIVE and GRANT unto the said Treasurer and Company, and their Successors, and to such 
Governors, Officers, and Ministers, as shall be by our said Council constituted and appointed 
according to the Natures and Limits of their Offices and Places respectively, that they shall and 
may from Time to Time, for ever hereafter, within the said Precincts of Virginia, or in the way by 
Seas thither and from thence, have full and absolute Power and Authority to correct, punish, 
pardon, govern, and rule all such the Subjects of Us, our Heires, and Successors as shall from Time 
to Time adventure themselves in any Voyage thither, or that shall at any Time hereafter, inhabit 
in the Precincts and Territories of the said Colony as aforesaid, according to such Orders, 
Ordinances, Constitutions, Directions, and Instructions, as by our said Council as aforesaid, shall 
be established; And in Defect thereof in case of Necessity, according to the good Discretions of 
the said Governor and Officers respectively, as well in Cases capital and criminal, as civil, both 
Marine and other; So always as the said Statutes, Ordinances and Proceedings as near as 
conveniently may be, be agreeable to the Laws, Statutes, Government, and Policy of this our 
Realm of England.  
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AND we do further of our special Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, GRANT, DECLARE, 
and ORDAIN, that such principal Governor, as from Time to Time shall duly and lawfully be 
authorized and appointed in Manner and Form in these Presents heretofore expressed, shall 
have full Power and Authority, to use and exercise Martial Law in Cases of Rebellion or Mutiny, 
in as large and ample Manner as our Lieutenants in our Counties within this our Realm of England 
have or ought to have, by Force of their Commissions of Lieutenancy. AND furthermore, if any 
Person or Persons, Adventurers or Planters of the said Colony, or any other at any Time or Times 
hereafter, shall transport any Monies, Goods, or Merchandises, out of any of our Kingdoms with 
a Pretence or Purpose to land, sell, or otherwise dispose of the same within the Limits or Bounds 
of the Said Colony, and yet nevertheless being at Sea, or after he hath landed: within any part of 
the said Colony, shall carry the same into any other foreign Country with a Purpose there to sell 
and dispose thereof; That then all the Goods and Chattels of the said Person or Persons so 
offending, and transported, together with the Ship or Vessel wherein such Transportation was 
made, shall be forfeited to Us, our Heirs, and Successors. AND further, our Will and Pleasure is, 
that in all Questions and Doubts that shall arise upon any difficulty of Construction or 
Interpretation of any Thing contained either in this, or in our said former Letters-patents, the 
same shall be taken and interpreted in most ample and beneficial Manner for the said Treasurer 
and Company, and their Successors, and every Member thereof. AND further, we do. by these 
Presents RATIFY and CONFIRM unto the said Treasurer and Company, and their Successors, all 
the Privileges, Franchises, Liberties, and Immunities granted in our said former Letters-patents, 
and not in these our Letters-patents, revoked, altered, changed, or abridged.  

AND finally our Will and Pleasure is, and we do further hereby for Us, our Heirs, and Successors, 
GRANT and AGREE, to and with the said Treasurer and Company, and their Successors, that all 
and singular Person and Persons, which shall at any Time or Times hereafter adventure any Sum 
or Sums of Money, in and towards the said Plantation of the said Colony in Virginia, and shall be 
admitted by the said Council and Company, as Adventurers of the said Colony in Form aforesaid, 
and shall be enrolled in the Book or Records of the Adventurers of the said Company, shall and 
may be accounted, accepted, taken, held, and reputed Adventurers of the said Colony, and shall, 
and may enjoy all and singular Grants, Privileges, Liberties, Benefits, Profits, Commodities and 
Immunities, Advantages and Emoluments whatsoever, as fully, largely, amply, and absolutely, as 
if they and every of them, had been precisely, plainly, singularly, and distinctly named and 
inserted in these our Letters-patents.  

AND lastly, because the principal Effect which we can desire or expect of this Action, is the 
Conversion and Reduction of the People in those Parts unto the true Worship of God and 
Christian Religion, in which Respect we should be loath that any Person should be permitted to 
pass that we suspected to affect the Superstitions of the Church of Rome, we do hereby DECLARE, 
that it is our Will and Pleasure that none be permitted to pass in any Voyage from Time to Time 
to be made into the said Country, but such as first shall have taken the Oath of Supremacy; For 
which Purpose, we do by these Presents give full Power and Authority to the 
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Treasurer for the Time being, and any three of the Council, to tender and exhibit the said Oath, 
to all such Persons as shall at any Time be sent and employed in the said Voyage.  

Although express Mention of true yearly Value or Certainty of the Premisses, or any of then), or 
of any other Gifts or Grants by Us, or any of our Progenitors or Predecessors to the aforesaid 
Treasurer and Company heretofore made in these Presents, is not made; Or any Act, Statute, 
Ordinance, Provision, Proclamation, or Restraint to the contrary hereof had, made, ordained, or 
provided, or any other Thing, Cause, or Matter whatsoever in any wise notwithstanding. IN 
WITNESS whereof, We have caused these our Letters to be made Patent. Witness ourself at 
Westminster, the 23d Day of May, in the seventh Year of our Reign of England, France, and 
Ireland, and of Scotland the * * * PER IPSUM REGEM. 
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Third Virginia Charter - 1612 
 

March 12, 1612 

James, by the grace of God [King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith;] to 
all to whom [these pres-ents shall come,] greeting. Whereas at the humble suite of divers and sundry 
our lovinge subjects, aswell adventurers as planters of the First Colonie in Virginia, and for the 
propagacion of Christian religion and reclayminge of people barbarous to civilitie and humanitie, we 
have by our lettres patent bearing date at Westminster the three and twentieth daie of May in the 
seaventh yeare of our raigne of England, Frannce and Ireland, and the twoe and fortieth of Scotland, 
given and grannted unto them, that they and all suche and soe manie of our loving subjects as shold 
from time to time for ever after be joyned with them as planters or adventurers in the said plantacion, 
and their succes-sors for ever, shold be one body politique incorporated by the name of The 
Treasorer and Planters of the Cittie of London for the First Colonie in Virginia;  

And whereas allsoe for the greater good and benefitt of the said Companie and for the better 
furnishing and establishing of the said plantacion we did further [give], grannte and con-firme by our 
said lettres patent unto the said Treasorer and Com-panie and their successors for ever, all those 
landes, contries and territories scituate, lyeing and being in that part of America called Virginia, from 
the point of land called Cape [or] Pointe Comfort all along the seacoste to the northward twoe 
hundred miles, and from the said point of Cape Comfort all along the seacoste to the sowthward 
twoe hundred miles, and all the space and circuit of land lying from the sea coste of the precinct 
afore-said up or into the land throughout from sea to sea, west and northwest, and allso all the 
islandes lying within one hundred miles along the coast of both the seas of the precinct aforsaid, with 
diverse other grannts, liberties, franchises, preheminences, privileges, profiitts, benefitts, and 
commodities, grannted in and by our said lettres patent to the said Tresorer and Companie, and their 
successors, for ever:  

Now for asmuchas we are given to undestande that in these seas adjoyning to the said coast of 
Virginia and without the com- passe of those twoe hundred miles by us soe grannted unto the said 
Treasurer and Companie as aforesaid, and yet not farr dis- tant from the said Colony in Virginia, there 
are or may be divers islandes lying desolate and uninhabited, some of which are al- ready made 
knowne and discovered by the industry, travell, and expences of the said Company, and others allsoe 
are sup-posed to be and remaine as yet unknowen and undiscovered, all and every of which itt maie 
importe the said Colony both in safety and pollecy of trade to populate and plant, in regard where 
of, aswell for the preventing of perill as for the better comodity and prosperity of the said Colony, 
they have bin hum-ble suitors unto us that we wold be pleased to grannt unto them an inlardgement 
of our said former lettres patent, aswell for a more ample extent of their limitts and territories into 
the seas adjoyning to and uppon the coast of Virginia as 
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allsoe for some other matters and articles concerning the better government of the said Company 
and Collony, in which point our said former lettres patents doe not extende soe farre as time and 
experience hath found to be needfull and convenient:  

We, therefore, tendring the good and happy successe of the said plantacion both in respect of the 
generall weale of humane society as in respect of the good of our owne estate and kinge- domes, 
and being willing to give furtherannt untoall good meanes that may advannce the benefitt of the said 
Company and which maie secure the safety of our loving subjects, planted in our said Colony under 
the favour and proteccion of God Almighty and of our royall power and authority, have therefore of 
our especiall grace, certein knowledge and mere mocion, given, grannted and confirmed, and for us, 
our heires and successors we doe by theis presents, give, grannt and confirme unto the said Treasurer 
and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the said Citty of London for the First Colony in Virginia, 
and to their heires and successors for ever, all and singuler the said iselandes [whatsoever] scituat 
and being in anie part of the said ocean bordering upon the coast of our said First Colony in Vir-ginia 
and being within three hundred leagues of anie the partes hertofore grannted to the said Treasorer 
and Company in our said former lettres patents as aforesaid, and being within or be-tweene the one 
and fortie and thirty degrees of Northerly lati-tude, together with all and singuler [soils] landes, 
groundes, havens, ports, rivers, waters, fishinges, mines and mineralls, as-well royal mines of gold 
and silver as other mines and mineralls, perles, precious stones, quarries, and all and singuler other 
com- modities, jurisdiccions, royalties, priviledges, franchises and pre-heminences, both within the 
said tract of lande uppon the maine and allso within the said iselandes and seas adjoyning, whatso-
ever, and thereunto or there abouts both by sea and land being or scituat; and which, by our lettres 
patents, we maie or cann grannt and in as ample manner and sort as we or anie our noble progenitors 
have heretofore grannted to anie person or persons or to anie Companie, bodie politique or 
corporate or to any ad-venturer or adventurers, undertaker or undertakers of anie dis-coveries, 
plantacions or traffique, of, in, or into anie foreigne parts whatsoever, and in as lardge and ample 
manner as if the same were herein particularly named, mencioned and expressed: pro-vided allwaies 
that the said iselandes or anie the premisses herein mencioned and by theis presents intended and 
meant to be grannted be not already actually possessed or inhabited by anie other Christian prince 
or estate, nor be within the bounds, limitts or territories of the Northerne Colonie, hertofore by us 
grannted to be planted by divers of our loving subjects in the northpartes of Virginia. To have and to 
hold, possesse and injoie all and singuler the said iselandes in the said ocean seas soe lying and 
bordering uppon the coast or coasts of the territories of the said First Colony in Virginia as aforesaid, 
with all and singuler the said soiles, landes and groundes and all and singular other the premisses 
heretofore by theis presents grannted, or mencioned to be grannted, to them, the said Treasurer and 
Companie of Adventurers and Planters of the Cittie of London for the First Colonie in Virginia, and to 
their heires, successors and assignes for ever, to the sole and proper use and behoofe of them, the 
said Treasurer and Companie and their heires, successores and as-signes for ever; to be holden of us, 
our heires and successors as of our mannor of Eastgreenwich, in free and common soccage and not 
in capite, yealding and paying therefore, to us, our heires and successors, the fifte part of the oare of 
all gold and silver which shalbe there gotten, had or obteined for all manner of services, whatsoever.  
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And further our will and pleasure is, and we doe by theis presents grannt and confirme for the good 
and welfare of the said plantacion, and that posterity maie hereafter knowe whoe have adventured 
and not bin sparing of their purses in such a noble and generous accion for the generall good of theire 
cuntrie, and at the request and with the consent of the Companie afore said, that our trusty and 
welbeloved subjects. 

         George, Lord Archbishopp of Canterbury 
         Gilbert, Earle of Shrewsberry  
         Mary, Countesse of Shrewes- 
         Elizabeth, Countesse of Derby 
         Margarett, Countesse of Com-berland  
         Henry, Earle of Huntingdon  
         Edward, Earle of Beddford  
         Lucy, Countesse of Bedford  
         Marie, Countesse of Pembroke  
         Richard, Earle of Clanrickard 
         Lady Elizabeth Graie 
         William, Lord Viscount Cram-bome 
         William, Lord Bishopp of Du-resme 
         Henry, Lord Bishopp of Wor-ceter 
         John, Lord Bishopp of Oxon-ford 
         William, Lord Pagett 
         Dudley, Lord North 
         Franncis, Lord Norries 
         William, Lord Knollis 
         John, Lord Harrington 
         Robert, Lord Spencer 
         Edward, Lord Denny 
         William, Lord Cavendishe 
         James, Lord Hay 
         Elianor, Lady Cave [Carre] 
         Maistres Elizabeth Scott, wid-dow 
         Edward Sackvill, Esquier 
         Sir Henry Nevill, of Aburga-venny, Knight 
         Sir Robert Riche, Knight 
         Sir John Harrington, Knight 
         Sir Raphe Wimwood, Knight 
         Sir John Graie, Knight 

         Sir Henry Riche, Knight 
         Sir Henry Wotton, Knight 
         Peregrine Berly, Esquier [Berty] 
         Sir Edward Phelipps, Knight, Maister of the 

Rolls 
         Sir Moile Finche, Knight 

         Sir Thomas Mansell, Knight 
         Sir John St. John, Knight 
         Sir Richard Spencer, Knight 
         Sir Franncis Barrington, Knight 
         Sir George Carie of Devonshire, Knight 
         Sir William Twisden, Knight 
         Sir John Leveson, Knight 
         Sir Thomas Walsingham, Knight 
         Sir Edward Care, Knight 
         Sir Arthure Manwaringe, Knight 
         Sir Thomas Jermyn, Knight 
         Sir Valentine Knightley, Knight 
         Sir John Dodderidge, Knight 
         Sir John Hungerford, Knight 
         Sir John Stradling, Knight 
         Sir John Bourchidd, Knight [Bourchier] 
         Sir John Bennett, Knight 
         Sir Samuel Leonard, Knight 
         Sir Franncis Goodwin, Knight 
         Sir Wareham St. Legier, Knight 
         Sir James Scudamore, Knight 
         Sir Thomas Mildmaie, Knight 
         Sir Percivall Harte, Knight 
         Sir Percivall Willoughby, Knight 
         Sir Franncis Leigh, Knight 
         Sir Henry Goodere, Knight 
         Sir John Cutt, Knight 
         Sir James Parrett, Knight 

         Sir William Craven, Knight 
         Sir John Sammes, Knight 
         Sir Carey Raleigh, Knight 
         Sir William Maynard, Knight 
         Sir Edmund Bowyer, Knight 
         Sir William Cornewallis, Knight 
         Sir Thomas Beomont, Knight 
         Sir Thomas Cunningsby, Knight 
         Sir Henry Beddingfeild, Knight  
         Sir David Murray, Knight  
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         Sir William Poole, Knight  
         Sir William Throgmorton, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Grantham, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Stewkley, Knight  
         Sir Edward Heron, Knight  
         Sir Ralph Shelten, Knight  
         Sir Lewes Thesam, Knight  
         Sir Walter Aston, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Denton, Knight  
         Sir Ewstace Hart, Knight  
         Sir John Ogle, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Dale, Knight  
         Sir William Boulstrod, Knight  
         Sir William Fleetwood, Knight  
         Sir John Acland, Knight  
         Sir John Hanham, Knight  
         Sir Roberte Meller, Knight [Millor]  
         Sir Thomas Wilford, Knight  
         Sir William Lower, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Lerdes, Knight [Leedes]  
         Sir Franncis Barneham, Knight  
         Sir Walter Chate, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Tracy, Knight  
         Sir Marmaduke Darrell, Knight  
         Sir William Harrys, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Gerrand, Knight  
         Sir Peter Freetchvile, Knight  
         Sir Richard Trevor, Knight  
         Sir Amias Bamfeild  
         Sir William Smith of Essex, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Hewett, Knight  
         Sir Richard Smith, Knight  
         Sir John Heyward, Knight  

         Sir Christopher Harris, Knight 
         Sir John Pettus, Knight  
         Sir William Strode, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Harfleet, Knight  
         Sir Walter Vaughan, Knight  
         Sir William Herrick, Knight  
         Sir Samuell Saltonstall, Knight  
         Sir Richard Cooper, Knight  
         Sir Henry Fane, Knight  
         Sir Franncis Egiok, Knight  
         Sir Robert Edolph, Knight  

         Sir Arthure Harries, Knight  
         Sir George Huntley, Knight  
         Sir George Chute, Knight  
         Sir Robert Leigh, Knight  
         Sir Richard Lovelace, Knight  
         Sir William Lovelace, Knight  
         Sir Robert Yaxley, Knight  
         Sir Franncis Wortley, Knight  
         Sir Franncis Heiborne, Knight  
         Sir Guy Palme, Knight  
         Sir Richard Bingley, Knight  
         Sir Ambrose Turvill, Knight  
         Sir Nicholas Stoddard, Knight  
         Sir William Gree, Knight  
         Sir Walter Coverte, Knight  
         Sir Thomas Eversfeild, Knight  
         Sir Nicholas Parker, Knight  
         Sir Edward Culpeper, Knight  
         Sir William Ayliffe, Knight, and  
         Sir John Keile, Knight  
         Doctor George Mountaine, Dean of Westminster  
         Lawrence Bohan, Docktor in Phisick  
         Anthony Hinton, Doctor in Phisick  
         John Pawlett  
         Arthure Ingram  
         Anthony Irby 
         John Weld 
         John Walter 
         John Harris 
         Anthony Dyott 
         William Ravenscrofte 

         Thomas Warre 
         William Hackwill 
         Lawrence Hide 
         Nicholas Hide 
         Thomas Stevens 
         Franncis Tate 
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         Thomas Coventry 
         John Hare 
         Robert Askwith 
         George Sanndys 
         Franncis Jones 
         Thomas Wentworth 
         Henry Cromewell 
         John Arundell 
         John Culpeper 
         John Hoskins 
         Walter Fitz Williams 
         Walter Kirkham 
         William Roscarrock 
         Richard Carmerdon 
         Edward Carne 
         Thomas Merry 
         Nicholas Lichfeild 
         John Middleton 
         John Smithe, and 
         Thomas Smith, the sonnes of Sir Thomas 

Smith 
         Peter Franke 
         George Gerrand 
         Gregory Sprynte 
         John Drake 
         Roger Puleston 
         Oliver Nicholas 
         Richard Nunnington [Monyngton] 
         John Vaughan  
         John Evelin  
         Lamorock Stradling  
         John Riddall  
         John Kettleby  
         Warren Townsend  
         Lionell Cranfeild  
         Edward Salter  
         William Litton  

         Humfrey May  
         George Thorpe  
         Henry Sandys, and  
         Edwin Sandys, the sonnes of Sir Edwin Sandys  
         Thomas Conway  
         Captaine Owen Gwinn  
         Captaine Giles Hawkridge  

         Edward Dyer  
         Richard Connock  
         Benjamin Brand  
         Richard Leigh, and  
         Thomas Pelham, Esquiers  
         Thomas Digges, and  
         John Digges, Esquiers, the sonnes of Sir Dudley 

Diggs, 
         Franncis Bradley 
         Richard Buckminster [Buck] 
         Franncis Burley 
         John Procter 

Thomas Frake, thelder, and Henry Freake, the 
elder, Ministers of God's word 
The mayor and citizens of Chi-chester 
The mayor and jurates of Dover 
The bailiffs, burgesses and comonalty of 
Ipswich 
The mayor and comunalty of Lyme Regis  
The mayor and comonalty of Sandwich  
The wardens, assistants and companie of the 
Trinity House  
Thomas Martin  
Franncis Smaleman  
Augustine Steward  
Richard Tomlins  
Humfrey Jobson  
John Legate  
Robert Backley [Barkley]  
John Crowe  
Edward Backley [Barkley]  
William Flett [Fleet]  
Henry Wolstenholme  
Edmund Alleyn  
George Tucker  

         Franncis Glanville  
         Thomas Gouge  
         John Evelin  
         William Hall  
         John Smithe  
         George Samms  
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         John Robinson  
         William Tucker  
         John Wolstenholme, and Henry 

Wolstenholme, sonnes of John 
Wolstenholme, Esquier  

         William Hodges  
         Jonathan Mattall [Nuttall]  
         Phinees Pett  
         Captaine John Kinge  
         Captaine William Beck 
         Giles Alington 
         Franncis Heiton, and 
         Samuell Holliland, gentleman  
         Richard Chamberlaine  
         George Chamberlaine  
         Hewett Staper 
         Humfrey Handford  
         Raph Freeman 
         George Twinhoe [Swinhoe]  
         Richard Pigott  
         Elias Roberts  
         Roger Harris  
         Devereux Wogan  
         Edward Baber 
         William Greenewell  
         Thomas Stilles 
         Nicholas Hooker  
         Robert Garsett 
         Thomas Cordell  
         William Bright  
         John Reynold  
         Peter Bartley  
         John Willett  
         Humfry Smithe  
         Roger Dye 
         Nicholas Leate  
         Thomas Wale 
         Lewes Tate 

        Humfrey Merrett  
        Roberte Peake 
        Powell Isaackson  
        Sebastian Viccars  
        Jarvis Mundes 
        Richard Wamer  

        Gresham Hogan Warner  
        Daniell Deruley  
        Andrew Troughton 
        William Barrett 
        Thomas Hodges 
        John Downes 
        Richard Harper 
        Thomas Foxall 
        William Haselden 
        James Harrison 
        William Burrell 
        John Hodsall 
        Richard Fisborne 
        John Miller 
        Edward Cooke 
        Richard Hall, marchaunt 
        Richard Hall, ankersmith 
        John Delbridge 
        Richard Francklin 
        Edmund Scott 
        John Britten 
        Robert Stratt 
        Edmund Pond 
        Edward James 
        Robert Bell 
        Richard Herne 
        William Ferrers 
        William Millett 
        Anthony Abdy 
        Roberte Gore  
        Benjamin Decrow  
        Henry Tunbedey [Timberly]  
        Humfrey Basse  
        Abraham Speckart  
        Richard Moorer  
        William Compton  
        Richard Poulsoune [Pontsonne]  

         William Wolaston  
         John Desmont, clothier [Beomont]  
         Alexannder Childe  
         William Fald, fishmonger  
         Franncis Baldwin  
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         John Jones, marchant  
         Thomas Plomer  

         Edward Plomer, marchants  
         John Stoickden  
         Robert Tindall  

         Peter Erundell  
         Ruben Bourne  
         Thomas Hampton, and  
         Franncis Carter, citizens of London, 

 

whoe since our said last lettres patent are become adventurers and have joined themselves with the 
former adventurers and planters of the said Companie and societie, shall from hence-forth be 
reputed, deemed and taken to be and shalbe brethren and free members of the Companie and shall 
and maie, respect-ively, and according to the proportion and value of their severall adventures, have, 
hold and enjoie all suche interest, right, title, priviledges, preheminences, liberties, franchises, 
immunities, profitts and commodities whatsoever in as lardge, ample and beneficiall manner to all 
intents, construccions and purposes as anie other adventures nominated and expressed in anie our 
former lettres patent, or anie of them have or maie have by force and vertue of theis presents, or 
anie our former lettres patent whatsoever.  

And we are further pleased and we doe by theis presents grannt and confirm that  

         Phillipp, Earle of Montgomery 
         William, Lord Paget 
         Sir John Harrington, Knight 
         Sir William Cavendish, Knight 
         Sir John Sammes, Knight 
         Sir Samuell Sandys, Knight 
         Sir Thomas Freke, Knight 
         Sir William St. John, Knight 

         Sir Richard Grobham, Knight 
         Sir Thomas Dale, Knight 
         Sir Cavalliero Maycott, Knight 
         Richard Martin, Esquier 
         John Bingley, Esquier 
         Thomas Watson, Esquier, and 
         Arthure Ingram, Esquier 
 

whome the said Treasurer and Companie have, since the said [last] lettres patent, nominated and 
sett downe as worthy and discreete persons fitt to serve us as Counsellors, to be of our Counsell for 
the said plantacion, shalbe reputed, deemed and taken as persons of our said Councell for the said 
First Colonie in such manner and sort to all intents and purposes as those whoe have bin formerly 
ellected and nominated as our Coun-sellors for that Colonie and whose names have bin or are 
incerted and expressed in our said former lettres patent.  

And we doe hereby ordaine and grannt by theis presents that the said Treasurer and Companie of 
Adventurers and Planters, aforesaid, shall and maie, once everie weeke or oftener at their pleasure, 
hold and keepe a court and assembly for the better ordening [ordering] and government of the said 
plantacion and such thinges as shall concerne the same; and that anie five per- sons of the said 
Counsell for the said First Collonie in Virginia, for the time being, of which Companie the Treasurer or 
his deputie allwaies to be one, and the nomber of fifteene
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others at the least of the generality of the said Companie assembled together in such court or 
assembly in such manner as is and hath bin heretofore used and accustomed, shalbe said, taken, held 
and reputed to be and shalbe a full and sufficient court of the said Companie for the handling, ordring 
and dispatching of all such casuall and particuler occurrences and accidentall mat-ters of lesse 
consequence and waight, as shall from time to time happen, touching and concerning  the said 
plantacion.  

And that, nevertheles, for the handling, ordring and disposing of matters and affaires of great 
waight and importance and such as shall or maie in anie sort concerne the weale publike and 
generall good of the said Companie and plantacion as namely, the manner of government from 
time to time to be used, the ordring and disposing of the said possessions and the setling and 
establishing of a trade there, or such like, there shalbe held and kept everie yeare uppon the last 
Wednesdaie save one of Hillary, Easter, Trinity and Michaelmas termes, for ever, one great, 
generall and solemne assembly, which fower severall assemblies shalbe stiled and called The 
Fower Great and Generall Courts of the Counsell and Companie of Adventurers for Virginia; in all 
and every of which said great and generall Courts soe assem-bled our will and pleasure is and we 
doe, for us, our heires and successors forever, give and grannt to the said Treasurer and 
Companie and their successors for ever by theis presents, that they, the said Treasurer and 
Companie or the greater nomber of them soe assembled, shall and maie have full power and 
authoritie from time to time and att all times hereafter to ellect and choose discreet persons to 
be of our [said] Counsell for the said First Colonie in Virginia and to nominate and appoint such 
officers as theie shall thinke fitt and requisit for the government, managing, ordring and 
dispatching of the affaires of the said Companie; and shall likewise have full power and authority 
to ordaine and make such lawes and ordinances for the good and wellfare of the said plantacion 
as to them from time to time shalbe thought requisite and meete: soe allwaies as the same be 
not contrary to the lawes and statutes of this our realme of England; and shall in like manner 
have power and authority to expulse, disfranchise and putt out of and from their said Companie 
and societie for ever all and everie such person and persons as having either promised or 
subscribed their names to become adventurers to the said plantacion of the said First Colonie in 
Virginia, or having bin nominated for adventurers in theis or anie our lettres patent or having bin 
otherwise admitted and nominated to be of the said Companie, have nevertheles either not putt 
in anie adventure [at] all for and towards the said plantacion or els have refused and neglected, 
or shall refuse and neglect, to bringe in his or their adventure by word or writing promised within 
sixe monthes after the same shalbe soe payable and due.  
 
And wheras the failing and nonpaiment of such monies as have bin promised in adventure for 
the advanncement of the said plantacion hath bin often by experience found to be dann-gerous 
and prejudiciall to the same and much to have hindred the progresse and proceeding of the said 
plantacion; and for that itt seemeth to us a thing reasonable that such persons as by their 
handwriting have engaged themselves for the payment of their adventures, and afterwards 
neglecting their faith and promise, shold be compellable to make good and kepe the same; 
therefore our will and pleasure is that in anie suite or suites comenced or to be 
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comenced in anie of our courts att Westminster, or els- where, by the said Treasurer and 
Companie or otherwise against anie such persons, that our judges for the time being both in our 
Court of Channcerie and at the common lawe doe favour and further the said suits soe farre forth 
as law and equitie will in anie wise suffer and permitt.  
 
And we doe, for us, our heires and successors, further give and grannt to the said Tresorer and 
Companie, and their successors for ever, that theie, the said Tresorer and Companie or the greater 
part of them for the time being, so in a full and generall court assembled as aforesaid shall and maie, 
from time to time and att all times hereafter, for ever, ellect, choose and permitt into their Company 
and society anie person or persons, as well straungers and aliens borne in anie part beyond the seas 
where-soever, being in amity with us, as our naturall liedge subjects borne in anie our realmes and 
dominions; and that all such per-sons soe elected, chosen and admitted to be of the said Companie 
as aforesaid shall thereuppon be taken, reputed and held and shalbe free members of the said 
Companie and shall have, hold and enjoie all and singuler freedoms, liberties, franchises, privi-ledges, 
immunities, benefitts, profitts and commodities, whatso-ever, to the said Companie in anie sort 
belonging or apperteining as fully, freely [and] amplie as anie other adventurer or ad-venturers now 
being, or which hereafter att anie time shalbe, of the said Companie, hath, have, shall, maie, might 
or ought to have or enjoy the same to all intents and purposes whatsoever.  
 
And we doe further of our speciall grace, certaine knowledge and mere mocion, for us, our heires 
and successors, give and grantt to the said Tresorer and Companie and their successors, for ever 
by theis present, that itt shalbe lawfull and free for them and their assignes att all and everie time 
and times here- after, out of anie our realmes and dominions whatsoever, to take, lead, carry 
and transport in and into the said voyage and for and towards the said plantacion of our said First 
Collonie in Virginia, all such and soe manie of our loving subjects or anie other straungers that 
will become our loving subjects and live under our allegiance as shall willingly accompanie them 
in the said voyage and plantacion; with shipping, armour, weapons, ordinannce, munition, 
powder, shott, victualls, and all manner of merchandizes and wares, and all manner of clothing, 
imple-ment, furniture, beasts, cattell, horses, mares, and all other thinges necessarie for the said 
plantacion and for their use and defence, and for trade with the people there and in passing and 
retourning to and froe, without paying or yealding anie subsedie, custome or imposicion, either 
inward or outward, or anie other dutie to us, our heires or successors, for the same, for the space 
of seven yeares from the date of theis present.  
 
And we doe further, for us, our heires and successors, give and grannt to the said Treasurer and 
Companie and their suc-cessors for ever, by theis present, that the said Treasurer of the said 
Companie, or his deputie for the time being or anie twoe others of our said Counsell for the said 
First Colonie in Virginia for the time being, shall and maie attall times hereafter and from time to 
time, have full power and authoritie to minister and give the oath and oathes of supremacie and 
allegiannce, or either of them, to all and every person and persons which shall, at anie time and 
times hereafter, goe or passe to the said Colonie in Virginia:  
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And further, that itt shalbe likewise lawfull for the said Tresorer, or his deputy for the time, or 
anie twoe others of our said Counsell for the said First Colonie in Virginia, for the time being, 
from time to time and att all times hereafter, to minister such a formall oathe as by their 
discrescion shalbe reasonably devised, aswell unto anie person or persons imployed or to be 
imployed in, for, or touching the said plantacion for their honest, faithfull and just dischardge of 
their service in all such matters as shalbe committed unto them for the good and benefitt of the 
said Company, Colonie and plantacion; as alsoe unto such other person or persons as the said 
Treasurer or his deputie, with twoe others of the said Counsell, shall thinke meete for the 
examina-cion or clearing of the truith in anie cause whatsoever con-cerninge the said plantacion 
or anie business from thence proceeding or there unto proceeding or thereunto belonging.  
 
And, furthermore, whereas we have ben certefied that diverse lewde and ill disposed persons, 
both sailors, souldiers, artificers, husbandmen, laborers, and others, having received wages, ap-
parrell or other entertainment from the said Company or having contracted and agreed with the 
said Companie to goe, to serve, or to be imployed in the said plantacion of the said First Colonie 
in Virginia, have afterwards either withdrawen, hid or concealed themselves, or have refused to 
goe thither after they have bin soe entertained and agreed withall; and that divers and sundry 
persons allso which have bin sent and imployed in the said plantacion of the said First Colonie in 
Virginia at and upon the chardge of the said Companie, and having there misbehaved themselves 
by mutinies, sedition, and other notorious misdemeanors, or having bin employed or sent abroad 
by the governor of Virginia or his deputie with some ship or pinnace for provi-sions for the said 
Colonie, or for some discoverie or other buisines and affaires concerning the same, have from 
thence most trecherouslie either come back againe and retorned into our realme of England by 
stelth or without licence of our Gov-ernor of our said Colonie in Virginia for the time being, or 
have bin sent hither as misdoers and offenders; and that manie allsoe of those persons after their 
retourne from thence, having bin questioned by our said Counsell here for such their 
misbehaviors and offences, by their insolent and contemptuous carriage in the presence of our 
said Counsaile, have shewed little respect and reverence, either to the place or authoritie in 
which we have placed and appointed them; and others, for the colouring of their lewdnes and 
misdemeanors committed in Virginia, have endeavored them by most vile and slanndrous reports 
made and divulged, aswell of the cuntrie of Virginia as alsoe of the government and estate of the 
said plantacion and Colonie, as much as in them laie, to bring the said voyage and plantacion into 
disgrace and contempt; by meanes where of not only the adventures and planters alreadie 
ingaged in the said plantacion have bin exceedingly abused and hindred, and a greate nomber of 
other our loving and welldisposed subjects otherwise well affected and inclyning to joine and 
adventure insoe noble, Christian and worthie an action have bin discouraged from the same, but 
allsoe the utter overthrow and ruine of the said enterprise hath bin greatlie indanngered which 
cannott miscarrie without some dishonor to us and our kingdome;  
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Now, for asmuch as it appeareth unto us that theis insolences, misdemeanors and abuses, not to 
be tollerated in anie civill government, have for the most part growne and proceeded in-regard 
of our Counsaile have not anie direct power and authoritie by anie expresse wordes in our former 
lettres patent to correct and chastise such offenders, we therefore, for the more speedy 
reformacion of soe greate and enormous abuses and misdemeanors heretofore practised and 
committed, and for the preventing of the like hereafter, doe by theis present for us, our heires 
and successors, give and grannt to the said Treasurer and Companie, and their successors for 
ever, that itt shall and maie be lawfull for our said Councell for the said First Colonie in Virginia 
or anie twoe of them, whereof the said Tresorer or his deputie for the time being to be allwaies 
one by warrant under their handes to send for, or cause to be apprehended, all and every such 
person and persons who shalbe noted or accused or found, att anie time or times here after, to 
offend or misbehave themselves in anie the offences before mencioned and expressed; and 
uppon the examinacion of anie such offender or offendors and just proofe made by oath taken 
before the Counsaile of anie such notorious misdemeanors by them committed as aforesaid; and 
allsoe uppon anie insolent, contemptuous or unreverent carriage and misbehavior to or against 
our said Counsell shewed or used by anie such person or persons soe called, convented and 
apear-ing before them as aforesaid; that in all such cases theie, our said Counsell or anie twoe of 
them for the time being, shall and maie have full power and authoritie either here tO binde them 
over with good suerties for their good behaviour and further therein to proceed to all intents and 
purposes, as itt is used in other like cases within our realme of England; or ells att their discrescion 
to remannd and send back the said offenders or anie of them unto the said Colonie in Virginia, 
there to be proceeded against and punished as the Governor, deputie and Counsell there for the 
time being shall thinke meete; or other- wise, according to such lawes and ordinannces as are or 
shalbe in use there for the well ordring and good governement of the said Colonie.  
 
And, for the more effectuall advanncing of the said plantacion, we doe further, for us, our heires 
and successors, of our especiall grace and favour, by vertue of our prorogative royall and by the 
assent and consent of the Lordes and others of our Privie Coun-salle, give and grannte unto the 
said Tresorer and Companie full power and authoritie, free leave, libertie and licence to sett forth, 
errect and publishe one or more lotterie or lotteries to have continuance and to [endure] and be 
held for the space of one whole yeare next after the opening of the same, and after the end and 
expiracion of the said terme the said lotterie or lotteries to continue and be further kept, during 
our will and pleasure onely and not otherwise. And yet, nevertheles, we are contented and 
pleased, for the good and wellfare of the said plantacion, that the said Tresorer and Companie 
shall, for the dispatch and finishing of the said lotterie or lotteries, have six months warn-inge 
after the said yeare ended before our will and pleasure shall, for and on that behalfe, be 
construed, deemed and adjudged to be in anie wise altered and determined.  
 
And our further will and pleasure is that the said lottery or lottaries shall and maie be opened 
and held within our cittie of London or in anie other cittie or citties, or ellswheare within this 
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our realme of England, with such prises, articles, condicions and limitacions as to them, the said 
Tresorer and Companie, in their discreascions shall seeme convenient.  
 
And that itt shall and may be lawfull to and for the said Tresorer and Companie to ellect and 
choose receivors, auditors, surveyors, comissioners, or anie other officers whatsoever, att their 
will and pleasure for the better marshalling and guiding and governing of the said lottarie or 
lottaryes; and that itt shalbe likewise lawfull to and for the said Tresorer and anie twoe of the 
said Counsell to minister unto all and everie such persons soe ellected and chosen for officers as 
aforesaid one or more oathes for their good behaviour, just and true dealing in and about the 
lottarie or lottaries to the intent and purpose that none of our loving subjects, putting in their 
monies or otherwise adventuring in the said generall lotterie or lottaries, maie be in anie wise 
defrauded and deceived of their said monies or evill and in-directlie dealt withall in their said 
adventures.  
 
And we further grannt in manner and forme aforesaid, that itt shall and maie be lawfull to and for 
the said Treasurer and Companie, under the seale of our Counsell for the plantacion, to publishe 
or to cause and procure to be published by proclama-cion or otherwise, the said proclamacion to 
be made in their name by vertue of theise present, the said lottarie or lotteries in all citties, townes, 
boroughts, throughfaires and other places within our said realme of England; and we will and 
commande all mayors, justices of peace, sheriffs, bayliffs, constables and other our officers and 
loving subjects whatsoever, that in noe wise theie hinder or delaie the progresse and proceeding 
of the said lottarie or lottaries but be therein and, touching the premisses, aiding and assisting by 
all honest, good and lawfull meanes and endevours.  
 
And further our will and pleasure is that in all questions and dobts that shall arise uppon anie 
difficultie of construccion or interpretacion of anie thing conteined in theis or anie other our former 
lettres patent the same shalbe taken and interpreted in most ample and beneficiall manner for the 
said Tresorer and Companie and their successors and everie member there of.  
 
And lastly we doe by theis present retifie and confirme unto the said Treasorer and Companie, 
and their successors for ever, all and all manner of priviledges, franchises, liberties, immuni- ties, 
preheminences, profitts and commodities whatsoever grannted unto them in anie our [former] 
lettres patent and not in theis present revoked, altered, channged or abridged. Although ex-
presse mencion [of the true yearly value or certainty of the pre-mises, or any of them, or of any 
other gift or grant, by us or any of our progenitors or predecessors, to the aforesaid Tresurer and 
Company heretofore made, in these Presents is not made; or any statute, act, ordinance, 
provisions, proclamation, or restraint, to the contrary thereof heretofore made, ordained, or 
provided, or any other matter, cause, or thing, whatsoever, to the contrary, in any wise, 
notwithstanding.]  
 
In witnes whereof [we have caused these our letters to be made patents.] Wittnes our selfe att 
Westminster, the twelveth daie of March [1612] [in the ninth year of our reign of England, France, 
and Ireland, and of Scotland the five and fortieth.] Per breve de privato sigillo, etc.  
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"In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of 

our dread Sovereign Lord, King James, by the Grace of God, of England, France and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith, e&.  

Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour 
of our King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia; do by 
these presents, solemnly and mutually in the Presence of God and one of another, covenant and 
combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, 
and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such 
just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be 
thought most meet and convenient for the General good of the Colony; unto which we promise 
all due submission and obedience.  

In Witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the eleventh of 
November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord, King James of England, France and Ireland, the 
eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini, 1620."  

1. John Carver 
2. William Bradford 
3. Edward Winslow 
4. William Brewster 
5. Isaac Allerton 
6. Miles Standish 
7. John Alden 
8. Samuel Fuller 
9. Christopher Martin 
10. William Mullins 
11. William White 
12. Richard Warren 
13. John Howland 
14. Stephen Hopkins 

15. Edward Tilly 
16. John Tilly 
17. Francis Cooke (sic) 
18. Thomas Rogers 
19. Thomas Tinker 
20. John Ridgdale 
21. Edward Fuller 
22. John Turner 
23. Francis Eaton 
24. James Chilton 
25. John Craxton (sic) 
26. John Billington 
27. Joses Fletcher (sic) 
28. John Goodman 

29. Digery Priest (sic) 
30. Thomas Williams 
31. Gilbert Winslow 
32. Edmund Margeson 
33. Peter Brown 
34. Richard Bitteridge (sic) 
35. George Soule 
36. Richard Clark (sic) 
37. Richard Gardiner 
38. John Allerton 
39. Thomas English 
40. Edward Doten (sic) 
41. Edward Leister 

Signers: The list above of 41 male passengers who signed was supplied by Bradford's nephew 
Nathaniel Morton in his 1669 New England's Memorial.[6] There are no surviving first-hand 
accounts of this information. 
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And further, That the said Governour and Companye, and their Successors, maie have forever 
one comon Seale, to be used in all Causes and Occasions of the said Company, and the same 
Seale may alter, chaunge, breake, and newe make, from tyme to tyme, at their pleasures. And 
our Will and Pleasure is, and Wee doe hereby for Us, our Heires and Successors, ordeyne and 
graunte, That from henceforth for ever, there shalbe one Governor, one Deputy Governor, and 
eighteene Assistants of the same Company, to be from tyme to tyme constituted, elected and 
chosen out of the Freemen of the saide Company, for the twyme being, in such Manner and 
Forme as hereafter in theis Presents is expressed, which said Officers shall applie themselves to 
take Care for the best disposeing and ordering of the generall buysines and Affaires of, for, and 
concerning the said Landes and Premisses hereby mentioned, to be graunted, and the Plantation 
thereof, and the Government of the People there. And for the better Execution of our Royall 
Pleasure and Graunte in this Behalf, Wee doe, by theis presents, for Us, our Heires and 
Successors, nominate, ordeyne, make, and constitute; our welbeloved the saide Mathewe 
Cradocke, to be the first and present Governor of the said Company, and the saide Thomas Goffe, 
to be Deputy Governor of the saide Company, and the saide Sir Richard Saltonstall, Isaack 
Johnson, Samuell Aldersey, John Ven, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, Increase 
Noell, Richard Pery, Nathaniell Wright, Samuell Vassall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Adams, 
Thomas Hutchins, John Browne, George Foxcrofte, William Vassall, and William Pinchion, to be 
the present Assistants of the saide Company, to continue in the saide several Offices respectivelie 
for such tyme, and in such manner, as in and by theis Presents is hereafter declared and 
appointed.  

And further, Wee will, and by theis Presents, for Us, our Heires and Successors, doe ordeyne and 
graunte, That the Governor of the saide Company for the tyme being, or in his Absence by 
Occasion of Sicknes or otherwise, the Deputie Governor for the tyme being, shall have Authoritie 
from tyme to tyme upon all Occasions, to give order for the assembling of the saide Company, 
and calling them together to consult and advise of the Bussinesses and Affaires of the saide 
Company, and that the said Governor, Deputie Governor, and Assistants of the saide Company, 
for the tyme being, shall or maie once every Moneth, or oftener at their Pleasures, assemble and 
houlde and keepe a Courte or Assemblie of themselves, for the better ordering and directing of 
their Affaires, and that any seaven or more persons of the Assistants, togither with the Governor, 
or Deputie Governor soe assembled, shalbe saide, taken, held, and reputed to be, and shalbe a 
full and sufficient Courte or Assemblie of the 
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said Company, for the handling, ordering, and dispatching of all such Buysinesses and Occurrents 
as shall from tyme to tyme happen, touching or concerning the. said Company or Plantation; and 
that there shall or maie be held and kept by the Governor, or Deputie Gov ernor of the said 
Company, and seaven or more of the said Assistants for the tyme being, upon every last 
Wednesday in Hillary, Easter, Trinity, and Michas Termes respectivelie forever, one greate 
generall and solemne assemblie, which foure generall assemblies shalbe stiled and called the 
foure greate and generall Courts of the saide Company.  

In all and every, or any of which saide greate and generall Courts soe assembled, Wee doe for Us, 
our Heires and Successors, give and graunte to the said Governor and Company, and their 
Successors, That the Governor, or in his absence, the Deputie Governor of the saide Company for 
the tyme being, and such of the Assistants and Freeman of the saide Company as shalbe present, 
or the greater nomber of them so assembled, whereof the Governor or Deputie Governor and 
six of the Assistants at the least to be seaven, shall have full Power and authoritie to choose, 
nominate, and appointe, such and soe many others as they shall thinke fitt, and that shall be 
willing to accept the same, to be free of the said Company and Body, and them into the same to 
admitt; and to elect and constitute such officers as they shall thinke fill and requisite, for the 
ordering, mannaging, and dispatching of the Affaires of the saide Governor and Company, and 
their Successors; And to make Lawes and Ordinances for the Good and Welfare of the saide 
Company, and for the Government and ordering of the saide Landes and Plantation, and the 
People inhabiting and to inhabite the same, as to them from tyme to tyme shalbe thought meete, 
soe as such Lawes and Ordinances be not contrarie or repugnant to the Lawes and Statuts of this 
our Realme of England.  

And, our Will and Pleasure is, and Wee doe hereby for Us, our Heires and Successors, establish 
and ordeyne, That yearely once in the yeare, for ever hereafter, namely, the last Wednesday in 
Easter Tearme, yearely, the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Assistants of the saide Company 
and all other officers of the saide Company shalbe in the Generall Court or Assembly to be held 
for that Day or Tyme, newly chosen for the Yeare ensueing by such greater parte of the said 
Company, for the Tyme being, then and there present, as is aforesaide. And, if it shall happen the 
present governor, Deputy Governor, and assistants, by theis presents appointed, or such as shall 
hereafter be newly chosen into their Roomes, or any of them, or any other of the officers to be 
appointed for the said Company, to dye, or to be removed from his or their severall Offices or 
Places before the saide generall Day of Election (whome Wee doe hereby declare for any 
Misdemeanor or Defect to be removeable by the Governor, Deputie Governor, Assistants, and 
Company, or such greater Parte of them in any of the publique Courts to be assembled as is 
aforesaid) That then, and in every such Case, it shall and maie be lawfull, to and for the Governor, 
Deputie Governor, Assistants, and Company aforesaide, or such greater Parte of them soe to be 
assembled as is aforesaide, in any of their Assemblies, to proceade to a new Election of one or 
more others of their Company in the Roome or Place, Roomes or Places of such Officer or Officers 
soe dyeing or removed according to their Discretions, And, immediately upon and after such 
Election and Elections made of such Governor, Deputie Governor, Assistant or Assistants, or any 
other officer of the 
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saide Company, in Manner and Forme aforesaid, the Authoritie, Office, and Power, before given 
to the former Governor, Deputie Governor, or other Officer and Officers soe removed,  in whose 
Steade and Place newe shalbe soe chosen, shall as to him and them, and everie of them, cease 
and determine  

Provided alsoe, and our Will and Pleasure is, That aswell such as are by theis Presents appointed 
to be the present Governor, Deputie Governor, and Assistants of the said Company, as those that 
shall succeed them, and all other Officers to be appointed and chosen as aforesaid, shall, before 
they undertake the Execution of their saide Offices and Places respectivelie, take their Corporal 
Oathes for the due and faithfull Performance of their Duties in their severall Offices and Places, 
before such Person or Persons as are by theis Presents hereunder appointed to take and receive 
the same. 

And, further our Will and Pleasure is, and Wee doe hereby for Us, our Heires and Successors, 
ordeyne and declare, and graunte to the saide Governor and Company and their Successors, That 
all and every the Subjects of Us, our Heires or Successors, which shall goe to and inhabite within 
the saide Landes and Premisses hereby mentioned to be graunted, and every of their Children 
which shall happen to be borne there, or on the Seas in goeing thither, or retorning from thence, 
shall have and enjoy all liberties and Immunities of free and naturall Subjects within any of the 
Domynions of Us, our Heires or Successors, to all Intents, Constructions, and Purposes 
whatsoever, as if they and everie of them were borne within the Realme of England. And that 
the Governor and Deputie Governor of the said Company for the Tyme being, or either of them, 
and any two or more of such of the saide Assistants as shalbe thereunto appointed by the saide 
Governor and Company at any of their Courts or Assemblies to be held as aforesaide, shall and 
maie at all Tymes, and from tyme to tyme hereafter, have full Power and Authoritie to minister 
and give the Oathe and Oathes of Supremacie and Allegiance, or either of them, to all and everie 
Person and Persons, which shall at any Tyme or Tymes hereafter goe or passe to the Landes and 
Premisses hereby mentioned to be graunted to inhabite in the same.  

And, Wee doe of our further Grace, certen Knowledg and meere Motion, give and graunte to the 
saide Governor and Company, and their Successors, That it shall and maie be lawfull, to and for 
the Governor or Deputie Governor, and such of the Assistants and Freemen of the said Company 
for the Tyme being as shalbe assembled in any of their generall Courts aforesaide, or in any other 
Courtes to be specially sumoned and assembled for that Purpose, or the greater Parte of them 
(whereof the Governor or Deputie Governor, and six of the Assistants to be alwaies seaven) from 
tyme to tyme, to make, ordeine, and establishe all Manner of wholesome and reasonable Orders, 
Lawes, Statutes, and Ordinances, Directions, and Instructions, not contrairie to the Lawes of this 
our Realme of England, aswell for setling of the Formes and Ceremonies of Government and 
Magistracy, fitt and necessary for the said Plantation, and the Inhabitants there, and for nameing 
and setting of all sorts of Officers, both superior and inferior, which they shall finde needefull for 
that Governement and Plantation, and the distinguishing and setting forth of the severall duties, 
Powers, and Lymytts of everysuch Office and Place, and the Formes of such Oathes warrantable 
by the Lawes and Statutes of this our Realme of England, as shalbe respectivelie ministred unto 
them for the Exe cution of the said severall Offices and Places; as also, for the disposing and 
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ordering of the Elections of such of the said Officers as shalbe annuall, and of such others as 
shalbe to succeede in Case of Death or Removeall, and ministring the said Oathes to the newe 
elected Officers, and for Impositions of lawfull Fynes, Mulcts, Imprisonment, or other lawfull 
Correction, according to the Course of other Corporations in this our Realme of England, and for 
the directing, ruling, and disposeing of all other Matters and Thinges, whereby our said People, 
Inhabitants there, may be soe religiously, peaceablie, and civilly governed, as their good Life and 
orderlie Conversation, maie wynn and incite the Natives of Country, to the Knowledg and 
Obedience of the onlie true God and Savior of Mankinde, and the Christian Fayth, which in our 
Royall Intention, and the Adventurers free Profession, is the principall Ende of this Plantation.  

Willing, commaunding, and requiring, and by theis Presents for Us, our Heires, and Successors, 
ordeyning and appointing, that all such Orders, Lawes, Statuts and Ordinances, Instructions and 
Directions, as shalbe soe made by the Governor, or Deputie Governor of the said Company, and 
such of the Assistants and Freemen as aforesaide, and published in Writing, under their common 
Seale, shalbe carefullie and dulie observed, kept, performed, and putt in Execution, according to 
the true Intent and Meaning of the same; and theis our Letters- patents, or the Duplicate or 
exemplification thereof, shalbe to all and everie such Officers, superior and inferior, from Tyme 
to Tyme, for the putting of the same Orders, Lawes, Statutes, and Ordinances, Instructions, and 
Directions, in due Execution against Us, our Heires and Successors, a sufficient Warrant and 
Discharge.  

And Wee doe further, for Us, our Heires and Successors, give and graunt to the said Governor 
and Company, and their Successors by theis Presents, that all and everie such Chiefe 
Comaunders, Captaines, Governors, and other Officers and Ministers, as by the said Orders, 
Lawes, Statuts, Ordinances, Instructions, or Directions of the said Governor and Company for the 
Tyme being, shalbe from Tyme to Tyme hereafter imploied either in the Government of the saide 
Inhabitants and Plantation, or in the Waye by Sea thither, or from thence, according to the 
Natures and Lymitts of their Offices and Places respectively, shall from Tyme to Tyme hereafter 
for ever, within the Precincts and Partes of Newe England hereby mentioned to be graunted and 
confirmed, or in the Waie by Sea thither, or from thence, have full and Absolute Power and 
Authoritie to correct, punishe, pardon, governe, and rule all such the Subjects of Us, our Heires 
and Successors, as shall from Tyme to Tyme adventure themselves in any Voyadge thither or 
from thence, or that shall at any Tyme hereafter, inhabite within the Precincts and Partes of Newe 
England aforasaid, according to the Orders, Lawes, Ordinances, Instructions, and Directions 
aforesaid, not being repugnant to the Lawes and Statutes of our Realme of England as aforesaid. 
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Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 
 

January 14, 1639 

For as much as it hath pleased Almighty God by the wise disposition of his divine providence so 
to order and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of Windsor, Hartford and 
Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the River of Connectecotte and the 
lands thereunto adjoining; and well knowing where a people are gathered together the word of 
God requires that to maintain the peace and union of such a people there should be an orderly 
and decent Government established according to God, to order and dispose of the affairs of the 
people at all seasons as occasion shall require; do therefore associate and conjoin ourselves to 
be as one Public State or Commonwealth; and do for ourselves and our successors and such as 
shall be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into Combination and Confederation 
together, to maintain and preserve the liberty and purity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus which 
we now profess, as also, the discipline of the Churches, which according to the truth of the said 
Gospel is now practiced amongst us; as also in our civil affairs to be guided and governed 
accordinbg to such Laws, Rules, Orders and Decrees as shall be made, ordered, and decreed as 
followeth:  

1. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that there shall be yearly two General Assemblies or 
Courts, the one the second Thursday in April, the other the second Thursday in September 
following; the first shall be called the Court of Election, wherein shall be yearly chosen from time 
to time, so many Magistrates and other public Officers as shall be found requisite: Whereof one 
to be chosen Governor for the year ensuing and until another be chosen, and no other Magistrate 
to be chosen for more than one year: provided always there be six chosen besides the Governor, 
which being chosen and sworn according to an Oath recorded for that purpose, shall have the 
power to administer justice according to the Laws here established, and for want thereof, 
according to the Rule of the Word of God; which choice shall be made by all that are admitted 
freemen and have taken the Oath of Fidelity, and do cohabit within this Jurisdiction having been 
admitted Inhabitants by the major part of the Town wherein they live or the major part of such 
as shall be then present.  

2. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the election of the aforesaid Magistrates shall be 
in this manner: every person present and qualified for choice shall bring in (to the person deputed 
to receive them) one single paper with the name of him written in it whom he desires to have 
Governor, and that he that hath the greatest number of papers shall be Governor for that year.  
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And the rest of the Magistrates or public officers to be chosen in this manner: the Secretary for 
the time being shall first read the names of all that are to be put to choice and then shall severally 
nominate them distinctly, and every one that would have the person nominated to be chosen 
shall bring in one single paper written upon, and he that would not have him chosen shall bring 
in a blank; and every one that hath more written papers than blanks shall be a Magistrate for 
that year; which papers shall be received and told by one or more that shall be then chosen by 
the court and sworn to be faithful therein; but in case there should not be six chosen as aforesaid, 
besides the Governor, out of those which are nominated, than he or they which have the most 
writen papers shall be a Magistrate or Magistrates for the ensuing year, to make up the aforesaid 
number.  

3. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the Secretary shall not nominate any person, nor 
shall any person be chosen newly into the Magistracy which was not propounded in some General 
Court before, to be nominated the next election; and to that end it shall be lawful for each of the 
Towns aforesaid by their deputies to nominate any two whom they conceive fit to be put to 
election; and the Court may add so many more as they judge requisite.  

4. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that no person be chosen Governor above once in two 
years, and that the Governor be always a member of some approved Congregation, and formerly 
of the Magistracy within this Jurisdiction; and that all the Magistrates, Freemen of this 
Commonwealth; and that no Magistrate or other public officer shall execute any part of his or 
their office before they are severally sworn, which shall be done in the face of the court if they 
be present, and in case of absence by some deputed for that purpose.  

5. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that to the aforesaid Court of Election the several Towns 
shall send their deputies, and when the Elections are ended they may proceed in any public service 
as at other Courts. Also the other General Court in September shall be for making of laws, and any 
other public occasion, which concerns the good of the Commonwealth.  

6. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the Governor shall, either by himself or by the 
Secretary, send out summons to the Constables of every Town for the calling of these two 
standing Courts one month at least before their several times: And also if the Governor and the 
greatest part of the Magistrates see cause upon any special occasion to call a General Court, they 
may give order to the Secretary so to do within fourteen days' warning: And if urgent necessity 
so required, upon a shorter notice, giving sufficient grounds for it to the deputies when they 
meet, or else be questioned for the same; And if the Governor and major part of Magistrates 
shall either neglect or refuse to call the two General standing Courts or either of them, as also at 
other times when the occasions of the Commonwealth require, the Freemen thereof, or the 
major part of them, shall petition to them so to do; if then it be either denied or neglected, the 
said Freemen, or the major part of them, shall have the power to give order to the Constables of 
the several Towns to do the same, and so may meet together, and choose to themselves a 
Moderator, and may proceed to do any act of power which any other General Courts may.  
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7. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that after there are warrants given out for any of the 
said General Courts, the Constable or Constables of each Town, shall forthwith give notice 
distinctly to the inhabitants of the same, in some public assembly or by going or sending from 
house to house, that at a place and time by him or them limited and set, they meet and assemble 
themselves together to elect and choose certain deputies to be at the General Court then 
following to agitate the affairs of the Commonwealth; which said deputies shall be chosen by all 
that are admitted Inhabitants in the several Towns and have taken the oath of fidelity; provided 
that none be chosen a Deputy for any General Court which is not a Freeman of this 
Commonwealth.  

The aforesaid deputies shall be chosen in manner following: every person that is present and 
qualified as before expressed, shall bring the names of such, written in several papers, as they 
desire to have chosen for that employment, and these three or four, more or less, being the 
number agreed on to be chosen for that time, that have the greatest number of papers written 
for them shall be deputies for that Court; whose names shall be endorsed on the back side of the 
warrant and returned into the Court, with the Constable or Constables' hand unto the same.  

8. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield shall have 
power, each Town, to send four of their Freemen as their deputies to every General Court; and 
Whatsoever other Town shall be hereafter added to this Jurisdiction, they shall send so many 
deputies as the Court shall judge meet, a reasonable proportion to the number of Freemen that 
are in the said Towns being to be attended therein; which deputies shall have the power of the 
whole Town to give their votes and allowance to all such laws and orders as may be for the public 
good, and unto which the said Towns are to be bound.  

9. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the deputies thus chosen shall have power and 
liberty to appoint a time and a place of meeting together before any General Court, to advise and 
consult of all such things as may concern the good of the public, as also to examine their own 
Elections, whether according to the order, and if they or the greatest part of them find any 
election to be illegal they may seclude such for present from their meeting, and return the same 
and their reasons to the Court; and if it be proved true, the Court may fine the party or parties 
so intruding, and the Town, if they see cause, and give out a warrant to go to a new election in a 
legal way, either in part or in whole. Also the said deputies shall have power to fine any that shall 
be disorderly at their meetings, or for not coming in due time or place according to appointment; 
and they may return the said fines into the Court if it be refused to be paid, and the Treasurer to 
take notice of it, and to escheat or levy the same as he does other fines.  
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10. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that every General Court, except such as through 
neglect of the Governor and the greatest part of the Magistrates the Freemen themselves do call, 
shall consist of the Governor, or some one chosen to moderate the Court, and four other 
Magistrates at least, with the major part of the deputies of the several Towns legally chosen; and 
in case the Freemen, or major part of them, through neglect or refusal of the Governor and major 
part of the Magistrates, shall call a Court, it shall consist of the major part of Freemen that are 
present or their deputiues, with a Moderator chosen by them: In which said General Courts shall 
consist the supreme power of the Commonwealth, and they only shall have power to make laws 
or repeal them, to grant levies, to admit of Freemen, dispose of lands undisposed of, to several 
Towns or persons, and also shall have power to call either Court or Magistrate or any other 
person whatsoever into question for any misdemeanor, and may for just causes displace or deal 
otherwise according to the nature of the offense; and also may deal in any other matter that 
concerns the good of this Commonwealth, except election of Magistrates, which shall be done 
by the whole body of Freemen.  

In which Court the Governor or Moderator shall have power to order the Court, to give liberty of 
speech, and silence unseasonable and disorderly speakings, to put all things to vote, and in case 
the vote be equal to have the casting voice. But none of these Courts shall be adjourned or 
dissolved without the consent of the major part of the Court.  

11. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that when any General Court upon the occasions of 
the Commonwealth have agreed upon any sum, or sums of money to be levied upon the several 
Towns within this Jurisdiction, that a committee be chosen to set out and appoint what shall be 
the proportion of every Town to pay of the said levy, provided the committee be made up of an 
equal number out of each Town.  

14th January 1639 the 11 Orders above said are voted. 
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Virginia Declaration of Rights-1776 
I That all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have certain inherent rights, of 
which, when they enter into a state of society, they cannot, by any compact, deprive or divest 
their posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and 
possessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety.  
 
II That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the people; that magistrates are 
their trustees and servants, and at all times amenable to them.  
 
III That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common benefit, protection, and security 
of the people, nation or community; of all the various modes and forms of government that is 
best, which is capable of producing the greatest degree of happiness and safety and is most 
effectually secured against the danger of maladministration; and that, whenever any government 
shall be found inadequate or contrary to these purposes, a majority of the community hath an 
indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right to reform, alter or abolish it, in such manner as 
shall be judged most conducive to the public weal.  
 
IV That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or separate emoluments or privileges 
from the community, but in consideration of public services; which, not being descendible, 
neither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge be hereditary.  
 
V That the legislative and executive powers of the state should be separate and distinct from the 
judicative; and, that the members of the two first may be restrained from oppression by feeling 
and participating the burthens of the people, they should, at fixed periods, be reduced to a 
private station, return into that body from which they were originally taken, and the vacancies 
be supplied by frequent, certain, and regular elections in which all, or any part of the former 
members, to be again eligible, or ineligible, as the laws shall direct.  
 
VI That elections of members to serve as representatives of the people in assembly ought to be 
free; and that all men, having sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with, and 
attachment to, the community have the right of suffrage and cannot be taxed or deprived of their 
property for public uses without their own consent or that of their representatives so elected, 
nor bound by any law to which they have not, in like manner, assented, for the public good.  
 
VII That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by any authority without consent 
of the representatives of the people is injurious to their rights and ought not to be exercised.  
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VIII That in all capital or criminal prosecutions a man hath a right to demand the cause and nature 
of his accusation to be confronted with the accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence in his 
favor, and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury of his vicinage, without whose unanimous consent 
he cannot be found guilty, nor can he be compelled to give evidence against himself; that no man 
be deprived of his liberty except by the law of the land or the judgement of his peers.  
 
IX That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed; nor cruel and 
unusual punishments inflicted.  
 
X That general warrants, whereby any officer or messenger may be commanded to search 
suspected places without evidence of a fact committed, or to seize any person or persons not 
named, or whose offense is not particularly described and supported by evidence, are grievous 
and oppressive and ought not to be granted.  
 
XI That in controversies respecting property and in suits between man and man, the ancient trial 
by jury is preferable to any other and ought to be held sacred.  
 
XII That the freedom of the press is one of the greatest bulwarks of liberty and can never be 
restrained but by despotic governments.  
 
XIII That a well regulated militia, composed of the body of the people, trained to arms, is the 
proper, natural, and safe defense of a free state; that standing armies, in time of peace, should 
be avoided as dangerous to liberty; and that, in all cases, the military should be under strict 
subordination to, and be governed by, the civil power.  
 
XIV That the people have a right to uniform government; and therefore, that no government 
separate from, or independent of, the government of Virginia, ought to be erected or established 
within the limits thereof.  
 
XV That no free government, or the blessings of liberty, can be preserved to any people but by a 
firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, frugality, and virtue and by frequent 
recurrence to fundamental principles.  
 
XVI That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator and the manner of discharging it, can 
be directed by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore, all men are equally 
entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience; and that it is the 
mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other.  
 
Adopted unanimously June 12, 1776 Virginia Convention of Delegates drafted by Mr. George 
Mason 
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The Declaration of Independence 
 

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of 
the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes 
which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to 
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in 
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and 
transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to 
suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they 
are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has 
been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains 
them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great 
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to 
a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 
utterly neglected to attend to them. 
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He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable 
to them and formidable to tyrants only.  

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the 
depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with 
his measures.  

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his 
invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby 
the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their 
exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from 
without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the 
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations 
hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing 
Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount 
and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our 
people, and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and 
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation: 

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should 
commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
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For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:  

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences 

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein 
an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and 
fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies: 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the 
Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate 
for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against 
us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our 
people.  

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of 
death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their 
Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their 
Hands.  

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the 
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: 
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is 
thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from 
time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We 
have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured 
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them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably 
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice 
and of consanguinity.  

We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, 
as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, 
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, 
in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; 
that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection 
between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as 
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract 
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may 
of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

The 56 signatures on the Declaration: 

Georgia: 
Button Gwinnett 
Lyman Hall 
George Walton 
  

North Carolina: 
William Hooper 
Joseph Hewes 
John Penn 
 

South Carolina: 
Edward Rutledge 
Thomas Heyward, Jr. 
Thomas Lynch, Jr. 
Arthur Middleton 
  

Massachusetts: 
John Hancock 
 

Maryland: 
Samuel Chase 
William Paca 

Thomas Stone 
Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton 
 

Virginia: 
George Wythe 
Richard Henry Lee 
Thomas Jefferson 
Benjamin Harrison 
Thomas Nelson, Jr. 
Francis Lightfoot Lee 
Carter Braxton 
  

Pennsylvania: 
Robert Morris 
Benjamin Rush 
Benjamin Franklin 
John Morton 
George Clymer 
James Smith 
George Taylor 
James Wilson 

George Ross 
Delaware: 
Caesar Rodney 
George Read 
Thomas McKean 
  

New York: 
William Floyd 
Philip Livingston 
Francis Lewis 
Lewis Morris 
 

New Jersey: 
Richard Stockton 
John Witherspoon 
Francis Hopkinson 
John Hart 
Abraham Clark 
 

New Hampshire: 
Josiah Bartlett 
William Whipple 

 
Massachusetts: 
Samuel Adams 
John Adams 
Robert Treat Paine 
Elbridge Gerry 
 

Rhode Island: 
Stephen Hopkins 
William Ellery 
 

Connecticut: 
Roger Sherman 
Samuel Huntington 
William Williams 
Oliver Wolcott 
 

New Hampshire: 
Matthew Thornton 
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The Articles of Confederation 
Agreed to by Congress November 15, 1777; ratified and in force, March 1, 1781. 

Preamble 

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to 
our Names send greeting. 
 
Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the States of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. 

 
Article I. The Stile of this Confederacy shall be "The United States of America." 

 
Article II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, 
jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United 
States, in Congress assembled. 

 
Article III. The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each other, 
for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, 
binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, 
or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretense whatever. 

 
Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the 
people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers, 
vagabonds, and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities 
of free citizens in the several States; and the people of each State shall free ingress and regress 
to and from any other State, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, 
subject to the same duties, impositions, and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively, 
provided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property 
imported into any State, to any other State, of which the owner is an inhabitant; provided also 
that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any State, on the property of the United 
States, or either of them. 
 
If any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any State, 
shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall, upon demand of the 
Governor or executive power of the State from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to 
the State having jurisdiction of his offense. 
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Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States to the records, acts, and judicial 
proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other State. 

 
Article V. For the most convenient management of the general interests of the United States, 
delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of each State shall direct, 
to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to 
each State to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others 
in their stead for the remainder of the year. 
 
No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven members; and 
no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years; 
nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the United States, 
for which he, or another for his benefit, receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind. 
 
Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the States, and while they act as 
members of the committee of the States. 
 
In determining questions in the United States in Congress assembled, each State shall have one 
vote. 
 
Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in any court or 
place out of Congress, and the members of Congress shall be protected in their persons from 
arrests or imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attendance on 
Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace. 

 
Article VI. No State, without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, shall send 
any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance 
or treaty with any King, Prince or State; nor shall any person holding any office of profit or trust 
under the United States, or any of them, accept any present, emolument, office or title of any 
kind whatever from any King, Prince or foreign State; nor shall the United States in Congress 
assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility. 
 
No two or more States shall enter into any treaty, confederation or alliance whatever between 
them, without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, specifying accurately the 
purposes for which the same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue. 
 
No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with any stipulations in treaties, 
entered into by the United States in Congress assembled, with any King, Prince or State, in 
pursuance of any treaties already proposed by Congress, to the courts of France and Spain. 
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No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, except such number only, as shall 
be deemed necessary by the United States in Congress assembled, for the defense of such State, 
or its trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State in time of peace, except such 
number only, as in the judgement of the United States in Congress assembled, shall be deemed 
requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defense of such State; but every State shall always 
keep up a well-regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and shall 
provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a due number of filed pieces and 
tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage. 
 
No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, 
unless such State be actually invaded by enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a 
resolution being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the danger is so 
imminent as not to admit of a delay till the United States in Congress assembled can be consulted; 
nor shall any State grant commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or 
reprisal, except it be after a declaration of war by the United States in Congress assembled, and 
then only against the Kingdom or State and the subjects thereof, against which war has been so 
declared, and under such regulations as shall be established by the United States in Congress 
assembled, unless such State be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war may be fitted 
out for that occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the United States in 
Congress assembled shall determine otherwise. 

 
Article VII. When land forces are raised by any State for the common defense, all officers of or 
under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each State respectively, by 
whom such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such State shall direct, and all vacancies 
shall be filled up by the State which first made the appointment. 

 
Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the common 
defense or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress assembled, shall be 
defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several States in proportion 
to the value of all land within each State, granted or surveyed for any person, as such land and 
the buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated according to such mode as the 
United States in Congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint. 
 
The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the 
legislatures of the several States within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress 
assembled. 

 
Article IX. The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and 
power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article -- of 
sending and receiving ambassadors -- entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty 
of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the 
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respective States shall be restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as 
their own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any 
species of goods or commodities whatsoever -- of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what 
captures on land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces 
in the service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated -- of granting letters of marque 
and reprisal in times of peace -- appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed 
on the high seas and establishing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases 
of captures, provided that no member of Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of the said 
courts. 
 
The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and 
differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more States concerning 
boundary, jurisdiction or any other causes whatever; which authority shall always be exercised 
in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any 
State in controversy with another shall present a petition to Congress stating the matter in 
question and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the 
legislative or executive authority of the other State in controversy, and a day assigned for the 
appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint 
consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter 
in question: but if they cannot agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United 
States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners 
beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than 
seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be 
drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be 
commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major 
part of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party 
shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress shall 
judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate 
three persons out of each State, and the secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party 
absent or refusing; and the judgement and sentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner 
before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to 
the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall 
nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgement, which shall in like manner be final 
and decisive, the judgement or sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted 
to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: 
provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgement, shall take an oath to be 
administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the State, where the cause 
shall be tried, 'well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the best 
of his judgement, without favor, affection or hope of reward': provided also, that no State shall 
be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States. 
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All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under different grants of two or more 
States, whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands, and the States which passed such grants are 
adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have originated 
antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the Congress of 
the United States, be finally determined as near as may be in the same manner as is before prescribed 
for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between different States. 
 

The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power 
of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective 
States -- fixing the standards of weights and measures throughout the United States -- regulating 
the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the States, provided 
that the legislative right of any State within its own limits be not infringed or violated -- 
establishing or regulating post offices from one State to another, throughout all the United 
States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing through the same as may be requisite 
to defray the expenses of the said office -- appointing all officers of the land forces, in the service 
of the United States, excepting regimental officers -- appointing all the officers of the naval 
forces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the United States -- making rules 
for the government and regulation of the said land and naval forces, and directing their 
operations. 
 

The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the 
recess of Congress, to be denominated 'A Committee of the States', and to consist of one delegate 
from each State; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary for 
managing the general affairs of the United States under their direction -- to appoint one of their 
members to preside, provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of President more 
than one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised 
for the service of the United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public 
expenses -- to borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the United States, transmitting every 
half-year to the respective States an account of the sums of money so borrowed or emitted -- to 
build and equip a navy -- to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from 
each State for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such State; which 
requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the legislature of each State shall appoint the 
regimental officers, raise the men and cloath, arm and equip them in a solid- like manner, at the 
expense of the United States; and the officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped shall 
march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States in Congress 
assembled. But if the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consideration of circumstances 
judge proper that any State should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number of men than 
the quota thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in 
the same manner as the quota of each State, unless the legislature of such State shall judge that 
such extra number cannot be safely spread out in the same, in which case they shall raise, officer, 
cloath, arm and equip as many of such extra number as they judge can be safely spared. And the 
officers and men so cloathed, armed, and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within 
the time agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled. 
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The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque 
or reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate 
the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of 
the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United 
States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or 
purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief 
of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same: nor shall a question on any other 
point, except for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of the majority 
of the United States in Congress assembled. 
 
The Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any time within the year, and 
to any place within the United States, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration 
than the space of six months, and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except 
such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military operations, as in their judgement 
require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each State on any question shall be 
entered on the journal, when it is desired by any delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or 
their request shall be furnished with a transcript of the said journal, except such parts as are 
above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the several States. 

 
Article X. The Committee of the States, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in 
the recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United States in Congress 
assembled, by the consent of the nine States, shall from time to time think expedient to vest 
them with; provided that no power be delegated to the said Committee, for the exercise of which, 
by the Articles of Confederation, the voice of nine States in the Congress of the United States 
assembled be requisite. 

 
Article XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and adjoining in the measures of the United 
States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union; but no other colony 
shall be admitted into the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine States. 

 
Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contracted by, or under the 
authority of Congress, before the assembling of the United States, in pursuance of the present 
confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the United States, for 
payment and satisfaction whereof the said United States, and the public faith are hereby 
solemnly pledged. 

 
Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the determination of the United States in Congress 
assembled, on all questions which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles 
of this Confederation shall be inviolably observed by every State, and the Union shall be 
perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them; unless such 
alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the 
legislatures of every State. 
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And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of the 
legislatures we respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify 
the said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union. Know Ye that we the undersigned 
delegates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose, do by these presents, 
in the name and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each 
and every of the said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union, and all and singular the 
matters and things therein contained: And we do further solemnly plight and engage the faith of 
our respective constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations of the United States in 
Congress assembled, on all questions, which by the said Confederation are submitted to them. 
And that the Articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the States we respectively represent, 
and that the Union shall be perpetual. 

 
In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the 
State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred 
and Seventy-Eight, and in the Third Year of the independence of America. 
 
 

On the part and behalf of the  
State of New Hampshire: 
Josiah Bartlett 
John Wentworth Junr. 
August 8th 1778 
 

On the part and behalf of The  
State of Massachusetts Bay:  
John Hancock 
Francis Dana 
Samuel Adams 
James Lovell 
Elbridge Gerry 
Samuel Holten 
 

On the part and behalf of the  
State of Rhode Island and  
Providence Plantations: 
William Ellery 
John Collins 
Henry Marchant 
 

On the part and behalf of the  
State of Connecticut: 
Roger Sherman 
Titus Hosmer 
Samuel Huntington 
Andrew Adams 

Oliver Wolcott 
 

On the Part and Behalf of the  
State of New York: 
James Duane 
Wm Duer 
Francis Lewis 
Gouv Morris 
 

On the Part and in Behalf of the  
State of New Jersey, Nov. 26, 1778. 
Jno Witherspoon 
Nathaniel Scudder 
 

On the part and behalf of the  
State of Pennsylvania: 
Robt Morris 
William Clingan 
Daniel Roberdeau 
Joseph Reed 
John Bayard Smith 
22nd July 1778 
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On the part and behalf of the  
State of Delaware: 
Tho Mckean February 12, 1779 
John Dickinson May 5th 1779 
Nicholas Van Dyke 
 
On the part and behalf of the  
State of Maryland: 
John Hanson March 1 1781 
Daniel Carroll Do 
 
On the Part and Behalf of the  
State of Virginia: 
Richard Henry Lee 
Jno Harvie 
John Banister 
Francis Lightfoot Lee 
Thomas Adams 
 
 

On the part and Behalf of the  
State of No Carolina: 
John Penn July 21St 1778 
Corns Harnett 
Jno Williams 
 
On the part and behalf of the  
State of South Carolina: 
Henry Laurens 
Richd Hutson 
William Henry Drayton 
Thos Heyward Junr 
Jno Mathews 
 
On the part and behalf of the  
State of Georgia: 
Jno Walton 24th July 1778 
Edwd Telfair 
Edwd Langworthy
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Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom 

By Thomas Jefferson, Drafted 1777, Enacted 1786 
 
Whereas Almighty God hath created the mind free; that all attempts to influence it by temporal 
punishments or burthens, or by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and 
meanness, and are a departure from the plan of the Holy author of our religion, who being Lord 
both of body and mind, yet chose not to propagate it by coercions on either, as it was in his 
Almighty power to do; that the impious presumption of legislators and rulers, civil as well as 
ecclesiastical, who being themselves but fallible and uninspired men, have assumed dominion 
over the faith of others, setting up their own opinions and modes of thinking as the only true and 
infallible, and as such endeavouring to impose them on others, hath established and maintained 
false religions over the greatest part of the world, and through all time; that to compel a man to 
furnish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and 
tyrannical; that even the forcing him to support this or that teacher of his own religious 
persuasion, is depriving him of the comfortable liberty of giving his contributions to the particular 
pastor, whose morals he would make his pattern, and whose powers he feels most persuasive to 
righteousness, and is withdrawing from the ministry those temporary rewards, which proceeding 
from an approbation of their personal conduct, are an additional incitement to earnest and 
unremitting labours for the instruction of mankind; that our civil rights have no dependence on 
our religious opinions, any more than our opinions in physics or geometry; that therefore the 
proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confidence by laying upon him an incapacity of 
being called to offices of trust and emolument, unless he profess or renounce this or that religious 
opinion, is depriving him injuriously of those privileges and advantages to which in common with 
his fellow-citizens he has a natural right; that it tends only to corrupt the principles of that religion 
it is meant to encourage, by bribing with a monopoly of worldly honours and emoluments, those 
who will externally profess and conform to it; that though indeed these are criminal who do not 
withstand such temptation, yet neither are those innocent who lay the bait in their way; that to 
suffer the civil magistrate to intrude his powers into the field of opinion, and to restrain the 
profession or propagation of principles on supposition of their ill tendency, is a dangerous fallacy, 
which at once destroys all religious liberty, because he being of course judge of that tendency 
will make his opinions the rule of judgment, and approve or condemn the sentiments of others 
only as they shall square with or differ from his own; that it is time enough for the rightful 
purposes of civil government, for its officers to interfere when principles break out into overt acts 
against peace and good order; and finally, that truth is great and will prevail if left to herself, that 
she is the proper and sufficient antagonist to error, and has nothing to fear from the conflict, 
unless by human interposition disarmed of her natural weapons, free argument and debate, 
errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely to contradict them: 
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Be it enacted by the General Assembly, That no man shall be compelled to frequent or support 
any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, 
or burthened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions 
or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinion in 
matters of religion, and that the same shall in no wise diminish enlarge, or affect their civil 
capacities. 
 
And though we well know that this assembly elected by the people for the ordinary purposes of 
legislation only, have no power to restrain the acts of succeeding assemblies, constituted with 
powers equal to our own, and that therefore to declare this act to be irrevocable would be of no 
effect in law; yet we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of 
the natural rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the present, 
or to narrow its operation, such act shall be an infringement of natural right. 
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United States Constitution-1787 

 

(See Note 1)  
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America.  

Article. I. 

Section 1.  

All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which 
shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.  

Section. 2.  

Clause 1: The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second 
Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the 
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.  
Clause 2: No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty 
five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, 
be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.  
Clause 3: Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which 
may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be 
determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for 
a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. (See Note 2) 
The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress 
of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they 
shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration 
shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, 
Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, 
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina 
five, and Georgia three.  
Clause 4: When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority 
thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.  
Clause 5: The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall 
have the sole Power of Impeachment.  
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Section. 3.  

Clause 1: The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, 
chosen by the Legislature thereof, (See Note 3) for six Years; and each Senator shall have one 
Vote.  
Clause 2: Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they 
shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first 
Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration 
of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may 
be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the 
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments 
until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies. (See Note 4)  
Clause 3: No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and 
been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant 
of that State for which he shall be chosen.  
Clause 4: The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have 
no Vote, unless they be equally divided.  
Clause 5: The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the 
Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President of the United 
States.  
Clause 6: The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that 
Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United States is tried, 
the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of two 
thirds of the Members present.  
Clause 7: Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from 
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit under the United 
States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Trial, 
Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.  

Section. 4.  

Clause 1: The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, 
shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by 
Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators.  
Clause 2: The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on 
the first Monday in December, (See Note 5) unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.  
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Section. 5.  

Clause 1: Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own 
Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number 
may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent 
Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide.  
Clause 2: Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for 
disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.  
Clause 3: Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the 
same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of 
the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, 
be entered on the Journal.  
Clause 4: Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which the two Houses shall 
be sitting.  

Section. 6.  

Clause 1: The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to 
be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. (See Note 6) They shall 
in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, beprivileged from Arrest during 
their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in going to and returning from 
the same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any 
other Place.  
Clause 2: No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall have been 
created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person 
holding any Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during his 
Continuance in Office.  

Section. 7.  

Clause 1: All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the 
Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.  
Clause 2: Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, 
before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve he 
shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have 
originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. 
If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, 
together with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and 
if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. 
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But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the 
Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House 
respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) 
after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not 
be a Law.  
Clause 3: Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of 
Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) shall be presented to 
the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by 
him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.  

Section. 8.  

Clause 1: The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to 
pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; 
but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;  
Clause 2: To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;  
Clause 3: To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with 
the Indian Tribes;  
Clause 4: To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of 
Bankruptcies throughout the United States;  
Clause 5: To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of 
Weights and Measures;  
Clause 6: To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the 
United States;  
Clause 7: To establish Post Offices and post Roads;  
Clause 8: To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to 
Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;  
Clause 9: To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;  
Clause 10: To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offences 
against the Law of Nations;  
Clause 11: To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning 
Captures on Land and Water;  
Clause 12: To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a 
longer Term than two Years;  
Clause 13: To provide and maintain a Navy;  
Clause 14: To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;  
Clause 15: To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress 
Insurrections and repel Invasions;  
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Clause 16: To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing such 
Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States 
respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according 
to the discipline prescribed by Congress;  
Clause 17: To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not 
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, byCession of particular States, and the Acceptance of 
Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority 
over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall 
be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;--And  
Clause 18: To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.  

Section. 9.  

Clause 1: The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall 
think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand 
eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding 
ten dollars for each Person.  
Clause 2: The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases 
of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.  
Clause 3: No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.  
Clause 4: No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or 
Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. (See Note 7)  
Clause 5: No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.  
Clause 6: No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports 
of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to 
enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.  
Clause 7: No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations 
made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public 
Money shall be published from time to time.  
Clause 8: No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any 
Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept of any 
present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State.  

Section. 10. 

Clause 1: No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque 
and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender 
in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation 
of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.  
Clause 2: No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on 
Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's inspection Laws: 
and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be 
for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision 
and Controul of the Congress.  
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Clause 3: No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, 
or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact with another State, or 
with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as 
will not admit of delay.  

 

Article. II. 

Section. 1.  

Clause 1: The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He 
shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen 
for the same Term, be elected, as follows  
Clause 2: Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to which the 
State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an 
Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector.  
Clause 3: The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of 
whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they shall 
make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List they 
shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, 
directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be 
counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if such Number 
be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who 
have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall 
immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then 
from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in 
chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State 
having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two 
thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, 
after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors 
shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the 
Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. (See Note 8)  
Clause 4: The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which 
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.  
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Clause 5: No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time 
of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any 
Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and 
been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.  
Clause 6: In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or 
Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, (See Note 9) the Same shall devolve 
on the VicePresident, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, 
Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall 
then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a 
President shall be elected.  
Clause 7: The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, which 
shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he shall have been elected, 
and he shall not receive within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any 
of them.  
Clause 8: Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or 
Affirmation:--"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President 
of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States."  

Section. 2.  

Clause 1: The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, 
and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; 
he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive 
Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall 
have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in 
Cases of Impeachment.  
Clause 2: He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make 
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers 
and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose 
Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but 
the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in 
the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.  
Clause 3: The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the 
Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of their next Session.  

Section. 3.  

He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the Union, and 
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he 
may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of 
Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them 
to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; 
he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Officers of 
the United States.  
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Section. 4.  

The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed from 
Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and 
Misdemeanors.  

 

Article. III.  

Section. 1. 

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior 
Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the 
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated 
Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their 
Continuance in Office.  

Section. 2.  

Clause 1: The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this 
Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
their Authority;--to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;--to all 
Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to which the United States shall 
be a Party;--to Controversies between two or more States;--between a State and Citizens of 
another State; (See Note 10)--between Citizens of different States, --between Citizens of the 
same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens 
thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.  
Clause 2: In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those in 
which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all the other 
Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and 
Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.  
Clause 3: The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial 
shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been committed; but when not 
committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law 
have directed.  

Section. 3.  

Clause 1: Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against them, or in 
adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason 
unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.  
Clause 2: The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no Attainder 
of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person 
attainted.  
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Article. IV.  

Section. 1.  

Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial 
Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner 
in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.  

Section. 2.  

Clause 1: The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in 
the several States.  
Clause 2: A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from 
Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the State 
from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.  
Clause 3: No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into 
another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service 
or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may 
be due. (See Note 11)  

Section. 3.  

Clause 1: New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be 
formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be formed by the 
Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of the 
States concerned as well as of the Congress.  
Clause 2: The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations 
respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in this 
Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State.  

Section. 4.  

The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, 
and shall protect each of them against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the 
Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.  
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Article. V.  
 
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 
Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the 
several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be 
valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of 
three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or the 
other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment 
which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner 
affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without 
its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.  

 

Article. VI.  
 
Clause 1: All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the 
Confederation.  
Clause 2: This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance 
thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall 
be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in 
the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.  
Clause 3: The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the several State 
Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the United States and of the several States, 
shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be 
required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.  

 

Article. VII.  
 
The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this 
Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. done in Convention by the Unanimous 
Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names,  
 
GO WASHINGTON--Presidt. 
and deputy from Virginia  
[Signed also by the 
deputies of 12 States]  
Delaware  

Geo: Read 
Gunning Bedford jun 
John Dickinson  
Richard Bassett  
Jaco: Broom  

Maryland  
James MCHenry 
Dan of ST ThoS. Jenifer  
DanL Carroll. 
Virginia  

http://www.house.gov/Constitution/Amend.html
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John Blair-- 
James Madison Jr. 
North Carolina  
WM Blount 
Rich D. Dobbs Spaight. 
Hu Williamson  
South Carolina  
J. Rutledge 
Charles 1ACotesworth 
Pinckney 
Charles Pinckney 
Pierce Butler. 
Georgia  
William Few 

Abr Baldwin 
New Hampshire  
John Langdon 
Nicholas Gilman 
Massachusetts  
Nathaniel Gorham 
Rufus King  
Connecticut 
WM. SamL. Johnson 
Roger Sherman 
New York  
Alexander Hamilton  
New Jersey  
Wil: Livingston 

David Brearley. 
WM. Paterson.  
Jona: Dayton  
Pennsylvania  
B Franklin 
Thomas Mifflin 
RobT Morris 
Geo. Clymer 
ThoS. FitzSimons  
Jared Ingersoll  
James Wilson.  
Gouv Morris 
Attest William Jackson 
Secretary  

 

NOTES 

Note 1: This text of the Constitution follows the engrossed copy signed by Gen. Washington and 
the deputies from 12 States. The small superior figures preceding the paragraphs designate 
Clauses, and were not in the original and have no reference to footnotes.  
 
The Constitution was adopted by a convention of the States on September 17, 1787, and was 
subsequently ratified by the several States, on the following dates: Delaware, December 7, 1787; 
Pennsylvania, December 12, 1787; New Jersey, December 18, 1787; Georgia, January 2, 1788; 
Connecticut, January 9, 1788; Massachusetts, February 6, 1788; Maryland, April 28, 1788; South 
Carolina, May 23, 1788; New Hampshire, June 21, 1788.  
Ratification was completed on June 21, 1788.  
 
The Constitution was subsequently ratified by Virginia, June 25, 1788; New York, July 26, 1788; 
North Carolina, November 21, 1789; Rhode Island, May 29, 1790; and Vermont, January 10, 1791.  
 
In May 1785, a committee of Congress made a report recommending an alteration in the Articles 
of Confederation, but no action was taken on it, and it was left to the State Legislatures to 
proceed in the matter. In January 1786, the Legislature of Virginia passed a resolution providing 
for the appointment of five commissioners, who, or any three of them, should meet such 
commissioners as might be appointed in the other States of the Union, at a time and place to be 
agreed upon, to take into consideration the trade of the United States; to consider how far a 
uniform system in their commercial regulations may be necessary to their common interest and 
their permanent harmony; and to report to the several States such an act, relative to this great 
object, as, when ratified by them, will enable the United States in Congress effectually to provide 
for the same. 
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The Virginia commissioners, after some correspondence, fixed the first Monday in September as 
the time, and the city of Annapolis as the place for the meeting, but only four other States were 
represented, viz: Delaware, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania; the commissioners 
appointed by Massachusetts, New Hampshire, North Carolina, and Rhode Island failed to attend. 
Under the circumstances of so partial a representation, the commissioners present agreed upon 
a report, (drawn by Mr. Hamilton, of New York,) expressing their unanimous conviction that it 
might essentially tend to advance the interests of the Union if the States by which they were 
respectively delegated would concur, and use their endeavors to procure the concurrence of the 
other States, in the appointment of commissioners to meet at Philadelphia on the Second 
Monday of May following, to take into consideration the situation of the United States; to devise 
such further provisions as should appear to them necessary to render the Constitution of the 
Federal Government adequate to the exigencies of the Union; and to report such an act for that 
purpose to the United States in Congress assembled as, when agreed to by them and afterwards 
confirmed by the Legislatures of every State, would effectually provide for the same.  
 
Congress, on the 21st of February, 1787, adopted a resolution in favor of a convention, and the 
Legislatures of those States which had not already done so (with the exception of Rhode Island) 
promptly appointed delegates. On the 25th of May, seven States having convened, George 
Washington, of Virginia, was unanimously elected President, and the consideration of the 
proposed constitution was commenced. On the 17th of September, 1787, the Constitution as 
engrossed and agreed upon was signed by all the members present, except Mr. Gerry of 
Massachusetts, and Messrs. Mason and Randolph, of Virginia. The president of the convention 
transmitted it to Congress, with a resolution stating how the proposed Federal Government 
should be put in operation, and an explanatory letter. Congress, on the 28th of September, 1787, 
directed the Constitution so framed, with the resolutions and letter concerning the same, to "be 
transmitted to the several Legislatures in order to be submitted to a convention of delegates 
chosen in each State by the people thereof, in conformity to the resolves of the convention."  
 
On the 4th of March, 1789, the day which had been fixed for commencing the operations of 
Government under the new Constitution, it had been ratified by the conventions chosen in each 
State to consider it, as follows: Delaware, December 7, 1787; Pennsylvania, December 12, 1787; 
New Jersey, December 18, 1787; Georgia, January 2, 1788; Connecticut, January 9, 1788; 
Massachusetts, February 6, 1788; Maryland, April 28, 1788; South Carolina, May 23, 1788; New 
Hampshire, June 21, 1788; Virginia, June 25, 1788; and New York, July 26, 1788.  
 
The President informed Congress, on the 28th of January, 1790, that North Carolina had ratified 
the Constitution November 21, 1789; and he informed Congress on the 1st of June, 1790, that 
Rhode Island had ratified the Constitution May 29, 1790. Vermont, in convention, ratified the 
Constitution January 10, 1791, and was, by an act of Congress approved February 18, 1791, 
"received and admitted into this Union as a new and entire member of the United States."  
 
Note 2: The part of this Clause relating to the mode of apportionment of representatives among 
the several States has been affected by Section 2 of amendment XIV, and as to taxes on incomes 
without apportionment by amendment XVI.  
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Note 3: This Clause has been affected by Clause 1 of amendment XVII.  
Note 4: This Clause has been affected by Clause 2 of amendment XVIII.  
Note 5: This Clause has been affected by amendment XX.  
Note 6: This Clause has been affected by amendment XXVII.  
Note 7: This Clause has been affected by amendment XVI.  
Note 8: This Clause has been superseded by amendment XII.  
Note 9: This Clause has been affected by amendment XXV.  
Note 10: This Clause has been affected by amendment XI.  
Note 11: This Clause has been affected by amendment XIII.  
Note 12: The first ten amendments to the Constitution of the United States (and two others, one 
of which failed of ratification and the other which later became the 27th amendment) were 
proposed to the legislatures of the several States by the First Congress on September 25, 1789. 
The first ten amendments were ratified by the following States, and the notifications of 
ratification by the Governors thereof were successively communicated by the President to 
Congress: New Jersey, November 20, 1789; Maryland, December 19, 1789; North Carolina, 
December 22, 1789; South Carolina, January 19, 1790; New Hampshire, January 25, 1790; 
Delaware, January 28, 1790; New York, February 24, 1790; Pennsylvania, March 10, 1790; Rhode 
Island, June 7, 1790; Vermont, November 3, 1791; and Virginia, December 15, 1791.  
 
Ratification was completed on December 15, 1791.  
 
The amendments were subsequently ratified by the legislatures of Massachusetts, March 2, 
1939; Georgia, March 18, 1939; and Connecticut, April 19, 1939.  
Note 13: Only the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th articles of amendment had numbers assigned to 
them at the time of ratification.  
Note 14: This sentence has been superseded by section 3 of amendment XX.  
Note 15: See amendment XIX and section 1 of amendment XXVI.  
Note 16: Repealed by section 1 of amendment XXI.  
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Bill Of Rights - 1789 

 

ARTICLES IN ADDITION TO, AND AMENDMENTS OF, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA, PROPOSED BY CONGRESS, AND RATIFIED BY THE LEGISLATURES OF THE SEVERAL 
STATES, PURSUANT TO THE FIFTH ARTICLE OF THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION    

Article [I.] 
(See Note 13)  
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.  

Article [II.]  

A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.  

Article [III.]  

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, 
nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.  

Article [IV.]  

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized.  

Article [V.]  

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or 
in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be 
subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation.  

http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/constitution/amend.notes.html#note13
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Article [VI.]  

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an 
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which 
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process 
for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.  

Article [VII.]  

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of 
trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any 
Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.  

Article [VIII.]  

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted.  

Article [IX.]  

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage 
others retained by the people.  

Article [X.]  

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.  
 

 

Amendments 11-27 
[Article XI.]  

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law or 
equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by Citizens of another State, 
or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The eleventh amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Third Congress, on the 4th of March 1794; and was 
declared in a message from the President to Congress, dated the 8th of January, 1798, to have 
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been ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the States. The dates of ratification were: 
New York, March 27, 1794; Rhode Island, March 31, 1794; Connecticut, May 8, 1794; New 
Hampshire, June 16, 1794; Massachusetts, June 26, 1794; Vermont, between October 9, 1794 
and November 9, 1794; Virginia, November 18, 1794; Georgia, November 29, 1794; Kentucky, 
December 7, 1794; Maryland, December 26, 1794; Delaware, January 23, 1795; North Carolina, 
February 7, 1795.  
Ratification was completed on February 7, 1795.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by South Carolina on December 4, 1797. New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania did not take action on the amendment.  

[Article XII.] 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and Vice-
President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; 
they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the 
person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as 
President, and of all persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, 
which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate;--The President of the Senate shall, in the 
presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall 
then be counted;--The person having the greatest number of votes for President, shall be the 
President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no 
person have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding 
three on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall choose 
immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by 
states, the representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states 
shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President 
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next 
following, then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other 
constitutional disability of the President. (See Note 14)--The person having the greatest number 
of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a majority of the whole 
number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest 
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall 
consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall 
be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall 
be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.  
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Proposal and Ratification The twelfth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was 
proposed to the legislatures of the several States by the Eighth Congress, on the 9th of December, 
1803, in lieu of the original third paragraph of the first section of the second article; and was 
declared in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 25th of September, 1804, to have 
been ratified by the legislatures of 13 of the 17 States. The dates of ratification were: North 
Carolina, December 21, 1803; Maryland, December 24, 1803; Kentucky, December 27, 1803; 
Ohio, December 30, 1803; Pennsylvania, January 5, 1804; Vermont, January 30, 1804; Virginia, 
February 3, 1804; New York, February 10, 1804; New Jersey, February 22, 1804; Rhode Island, 
March 12, 1804; South Carolina, May 15, 1804; Georgia, May 19, 1804; New Hampshire, June 15, 
1804.  
 
Ratification was completed on June 15, 1804.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Tennessee, July 27, 1804.  
 
The amendment was rejected by Delaware, January 18, 1804; Massachusetts, February 3, 1804; 
Connecticut, at its session begun May 10, 1804.  

Article XIII.  

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject 
to their jurisdiction.  
Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The thirteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Thirty-eighth Congress, on the 31st day of January, 1865, 
and was declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 18th of December, 1865, 
to have been ratified by the legislatures of twenty-seven of the thirty-six States. The dates of 
ratification were: Illinois, February 1, 1865; Rhode Island, February 2, 1865; Michigan, February 
2, 1865; Maryland, February 3, 1865; New York, February 3, 1865; Pennsylvania, February 3, 
1865; West Virginia, February 3, 1865; Missouri, February 6, 1865; Maine, February 7, 1865; 
Kansas, February 7, 1865; Massachusetts, February 7, 1865; Virginia, February 9, 1865; Ohio, 
February 10, 1865; Indiana, February 13, 1865; Nevada, February 16, 1865; Louisiana, February 
17, 1865; Minnesota, February 23, 1865; Wisconsin, February 24, 1865; Vermont, March 9, 1865; 
Tennessee, April 7, 1865; Arkansas, April 14, 1865; Connecticut, May 4, 1865; New Hampshire, 
July 1, 1865; South Carolina, November 13, 1865; Alabama, December 2, 1865; North Carolina, 
December 4, 1865; Georgia, December 6, 1865.  
 
Ratification was completed on December 6, 1865.  
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The amendment was subsequently ratified by Oregon, December 8, 1865; California, December 
19, 1865; Florida, December 28, 1865 (Florida again ratified on June 9, 1868, upon its adoption 
of a new constitution); Iowa, January 15, 1866; New Jersey, January 23, 1866 (after having 
rejected the amendment on March 16, 1865); Texas, February 18, 1870; Delaware, February 12, 
1901 (after having rejected the amendment on February 8, 1865); Kentucky, March 18, 1976 
(after having rejected it on February 24, 1865).  
 
The amendment was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Mississippi, December 4, 1865.  

Article XIV. 

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall 
make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United 
States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.  
Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their 
respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not 
taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and Vice 
President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of 
a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of 
such State, being twenty-one years of age,(See Note 15) and citizens of the United States, or in 
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation 
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to 
the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.  
Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of President and 
Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United States, or under any State, 
who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the United 
States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, 
to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of 
two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.  
Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts 
incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or 
rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall assume or 
pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, 
or any claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims 
shall be held illegal and void.  
Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of 
this article.  
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Proposal and Ratification  
The fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Thirty-ninth Congress, on the 13th of June, 1866. It was 
declared, in a certificate of the Secretary of State dated July 28, 1868 to have been ratified by the 
legislatures of 28 of the 37 States. The dates of ratification were: Connecticut, June 25, 1866; 
New Hampshire, July 6, 1866; Tennessee, July 19, 1866; New Jersey, September 11, 1866 
(subsequently the legislature rescinded its ratification, and on March 24, 1868, readopted its 
resolution of rescission over the Governor's veto, and on Nov. 12, 1980, expressed support for 
the amendment); Oregon, September 19, 1866 (and rescinded its  ratification on October 15, 
1868); Vermont, October 30, 1866; Ohio, January 4, 1867 (and rescinded its ratification on 
January 15, 1868); New York, January 10, 1867; Kansas, January 11, 1867; Illinois, January 15, 
1867; West Virginia, January 16, 1867; Michigan, January 16, 1867; Minnesota, January 16, 1867; 
Maine, January 19, 1867; Nevada, January 22, 1867; Indiana, January 23, 1867; Missouri, January 
25, 1867; Rhode Island, February 7, 1867; Wisconsin, February 7, 1867; Pennsylvania, February 
12, 1867; Massachusetts, March 20, 1867; Nebraska, June 15, 1867; Iowa, March 16, 1868; 
Arkansas, April 6, 1868; Florida, June 9, 1868; North Carolina, July 4, 1868 (after having rejected 
it on December 14, 1866); Louisiana, July 9, 1868 (after having rejected it on February 6, 1867); 
South Carolina, July 9, 1868 (after having rejected it on December 20, 1866).  
 
Ratification was completed on July 9, 1868.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Alabama, July 13, 1868; Georgia, July 21, 1868 
(after having rejected it on November 9, 1866); Virginia, October 8, 1869 (after having rejected 
it on January 9, 1867); Mississippi, January 17, 1870; Texas, February 18, 1870 (after having 
rejected it on October 27, 1866); Delaware, February 12, 1901 (after having rejected it on 
February 8, 1867); Maryland, April 4, 1959 (after having rejected it on March 23, 1867); California, 
May 6, 1959; Kentucky, March 18, 1976 (after having rejected it on January 8, 1867).  

Article XV.  

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.  
Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The fifteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Fortieth Congress, on the 26th of February, 1869, and 
was declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated March 30, 1870, to have been 
ratified by the legislatures of twenty-nine of the thirty-seven States. The dates of ratification 
were: Nevada, March 1, 1869; West Virginia, March 3, 1869; Illinois, March 5, 1869; Lou
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isiana, March 5, 1869; North Carolina, March 5, 1869; Michigan, March 8, 1869; Wisconsin, March 
9, 1869; Maine, March 11, 1869; Massachusetts, March 12, 1869; Arkansas, March 15, 1869; 
South Carolina, March 15, 1869; Pennsylvania, March 25, 1869; New York, April 14, 1869 (and 
the legislature of the same State passed a resolution January 5, 1870, to withdraw its consent to 
it, which action it rescinded on March 30, 1970); Indiana, May 14, 1869; Connecticut, May 19, 
1869; Florida, June 14, 1869; New Hampshire, July 1, 1869; Virginia, October 8, 1869; Vermont, 
October 20, 1869; Missouri, January 7, 1870; Minnesota, January 13, 1870; Mississippi, January 
17, 1870; Rhode Island, January 18, 1870; Kansas, January 19, 1870; Ohio, January 27, 1870 (after 
having rejected it on April 30, 1869); Georgia, February 2, 1870; Iowa, February 3, 1870.  
 
Ratification was completed on February 3, 1870, unless the withdrawal of ratification by New 
York was effective; in which event ratification was completed on February 17, 1870, when 
Nebraska ratified.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Texas, February 18, 1870; New Jersey, February 
15, 1871 (after having rejected it on February 7, 1870); Delaware, February 12, 1901 (after having 
rejected it on March 18, 1869); Oregon, February 24, 1959; California, April 3, 1962 (after having 
rejected it on January 28, 1870); Kentucky, March 18, 1976 (after having rejected it on March 12, 
1869).  
 
The amendment was approved by the Governor of Maryland, May 7, 1973; Maryland having 
previously rejected it on February 26, 1870.  
 
The amendment was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Tennessee, Nov. 16, 1869.  

Article XVI.  

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from whatever source 
derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or 
enumeration.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The sixteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Sixty-first Congress on the 12th of July, 1909, and was 
declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 25th of February, 1913, to have 
been ratified by 36 of the 48 States. The dates of ratification were: Alabama, August 10, 1909; 
Kentucky, February 8, 1910; South Carolina, February 19, 1910; Illinois, March 1, 1910; 
Mississippi, March 7, 1910; Oklahoma, March 10, 1910; Maryland, April 8, 1910; Georgia, August 
3, 1910; Texas, August 16, 1910; Ohio, January 19, 1911; Idaho, January 20, 1911; Oregon, 
January 23, 1911; Washington, January 26, 1911; Montana, January 30, 1911; Indiana, January 
30, 1911; California, January 31, 1911; Nevada, January 31, 1911; South Dakota, February 3, 1911; 
Nebraska, February 9, 1911; North Carolina, February 11, 
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1911; Colorado, February 15, 1911; North Dakota, February 17, 1911; Kansas, February 18, 1911; 
Michigan, February 23, 1911; Iowa, February 24, 1911; Missouri, March 16, 1911; Maine, March 
31, 1911; Tennessee, April 7, 1911; Arkansas, April 22, 1911 (after having rejected it earlier); 
Wisconsin, May 26, 1911; New York, July 12, 1911; Arizona, April 6, 1912; Minnesota, June 11, 
1912; Louisiana, June 28, 1912; West Virginia, January 31, 1913; New Mexico, February 3, 1913.  
 
Ratification was completed on February 3, 1913.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Massachusetts, March 4, 1913; New Hampshire, 
March 7, 1913 (after having rejected it on March 2, 1911).  
 
The amendment was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
Utah. 

[Article XVII.]  

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, elected by 
the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The electors in each State 
shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the most numerous branch of the State 
legislatures.  
 
When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority 
of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of 
any State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the people 
fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.  
This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any Senator chosen 
before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The seventeenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Sixty-second Congress on the 13th of May, 1912, and was 
declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 31st of May, 1913, to have been 
ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The dates of ratification were: Massachusetts, 
May 22, 1912; Arizona, June 3, 1912; Minnesota, June 10, 1912; New York, January 15, 1913; 
Kansas, January 17, 1913; Oregon, January 23, 1913; North Carolina, January 25, 1913; California, 
January 28, 1913; Michigan, January 28, 1913; Iowa, January 30, 1913; Montana, January 30, 
1913; Idaho, January 31, 1913; West Virginia, February 4, 1913; Colorado, February 5, 1913; 
Nevada, February 6, 1913; Texas, February 7, 1913; Washington, February 7, 1913; Wyoming, 
February 8, 1913; Arkansas, February 11, 1913; Maine, February 11, 1913; Illinois, February 13, 
1913; North Dakota, February 14, 1913; Wisconsin, February 18, 1913; Indiana, February 19, 
1913; New Hampshire, February 19, 1913; Vermont, February 19, 1913; South Dakota, February 
19, 1913; Oklahoma, February 
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24, 1913; Ohio, February 25, 1913; Missouri, March 7, 1913; New Mexico, March 13, 1913; 
Nebraska, March 14, 1913; New Jersey, March 17, 1913; Tennessee, April 1, 1913; Pennsylvania, 
April 2, 1913; Connecticut, April 8, 1913.  
 
Ratification was completed on April 8, 1913.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Louisiana, June 11, 1914.  
 
The amendment was rejected by Utah (and not subsequently ratified) on February 26, 1913.  

Article [XVIII]. 

(See Note 16)  
Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, or 
transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation 
thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage 
purposes is hereby prohibited.  
Section. 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.  
Section. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 
the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within 
seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The eighteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Sixty-fifth Congress, on the 18th of December, 1917, and 
was declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 29th of January, 1919, to 
have been ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The dates of ratification were: 
Mississippi, January 8, 1918; Virginia, January 11, 1918; Kentucky, January 14, 1918; North 
Dakota, January 25, 1918; South Carolina, January 29, 1918; Maryland, February 13, 1918; 
Montana, February 19, 1918; Texas, March 4, 1918; Delaware, March 18, 1918; South Dakota, 
March 20, 1918; Massachusetts, April 2, 1918; Arizona, May 24, 1918; Georgia, June 26, 1918; 
Louisiana, August 3, 1918; Florida, December 3, 1918; Michigan, January 2, 1919; Ohio, January 
7, 1919; Oklahoma, January 7, 1919; Idaho, January 8, 1919; Maine, January 8, 1919; West 
Virginia, January 9, 1919; California, January 13, 1919; Tennessee, January 13, 1919; Washington, 
January 13, 1919; Arkansas, January 14, 1919; Kansas, January 14, 1919; Alabama, January 15, 
1919; Colorado, January 15, 1919; Iowa, January 15, 1919; New Hampshire, January 15, 1919; 
Oregon, January 15, 1919; Nebraska, January 16, 1919; North Carolina, January 16, 1919; Utah, 
January 16, 1919; Missouri, January 16, 1919; Wyoming, January 16, 1919.  
 
Ratification was completed on Jan. 16, 1919. See Dillon v. Gloss, 256 U.S. 368, 376 (1921).  
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The amendment was subsequently ratified by Minnesota on January 17, 1919; Wisconsin, 
January 17, 1919; New Mexico, January 20, 1919; Nevada, January 21, 1919; New York, January 
29, 1919; Vermont, January 29, 1919; Pennsylvania, February 25, 1919; Connecticut, May 6, 
1919; and New Jersey, March 9, 1922.  
 
The amendment was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Rhode Island.  

Article [XIX]. 

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of sex.  
 
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The nineteenth amendment to the Constitution of the United States was proposed to the 
legislatures of the several States by the Sixty-sixth Congress, on the 4th of June, 1919, and was 
declared, in a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated the 26th of August, 1920, to have been 
ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The dates of ratification were: Illinois, June 10, 
1919 (and that State readopted its resolution of ratification June 17, 1919); Michigan, June 10, 
1919; Wisconsin, June 10, 1919; Kansas, June 16, 1919; New York, June 16, 1919; Ohio, June 16, 
1919; Pennsylvania, June 24, 1919; Massachusetts, June 25, 1919; Texas, June 28, 1919; Iowa, July 
2, 1919; Missouri, July 3, 1919; Arkansas, July 28, 1919; Montana, August 2, 1919; Nebraska, August 
2, 1919; Minnesota, September 8, 1919; New Hampshire, September 10, 1919; Utah, October 2, 
1919; California, November 1, 1919; Maine, November 5, 1919; North Dakota, December 1, 1919; 
South Dakota, December 4, 1919; Colorado, December 15, 1919; Kentucky, January 6, 1920; Rhode 
Island, January 6, 1920; Oregon, January 13, 1920; Indiana, January 16, 1920; Wyoming, January 
27, 1920; Nevada, February 7, 1920; New Jersey, February 9, 1920; Idaho, February 11, 1920; 
Arizona, February 12, 1920; New Mexico, February 21, 1920; Oklahoma, February 28, 1920; West 
Virginia, March 10, 1920; Washington, March 22, 1920; Tennessee, August 18, 1920.  
 
Ratification was completed on August 18, 1920.  
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Connecticut on September 14, 1920 (and that State 
reaffirmed on September 21, 1920); Vermont, February 8, 1921; Delaware, March 6, 1923 (after 
having rejected it on June 2, 1920); Maryland, March 29, 1941 (after having rejected it on 
February 24, 1920, ratification certified on February 25, 1958); Virginia, February 21, 1952 (after 
having rejected it on February 12, 1920); Alabama, September 8, 1953 (after having rejected it 
on September 22, 1919); Florida, May 13, 1969; South Carolina, July 1, 1969 (after having rejected 
it on January 28, 1920, ratification certified on August 22, 1973); Georgia, February 20, 1970 
(after having rejected it on July 24, 1919); Louisiana, June 11, 1970 (after having rejected it on 
July 1, 1920); North Carolina, May 6, 1971; Mississippi, March 22, 1984 (after having rejected it 
on March 29, 1920).  



Appendix – Primary Historical Document – United States Bill of Rights 1789 

Article [XX.]  

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th day of 
January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of January, of the 
years in which such terms would have ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms 
of their successors shall then begin.  
 
Section. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall begin 
at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.  
Section. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the President elect 
shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a President shall not have been 
chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if the President elect shall have 
failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect shall act as President until a President shall have 
qualified; and the Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect 
nor a Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the 
manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a 
President or Vice President shall have qualified.  
Section. 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons from 
whom the House of Representatives may choose a President whenever the right of choice shall 
have devolved upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the persons from whom the 
Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.  
Section. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following the ratification 
of this article.  
Section. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 
the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from 
the date of its submission.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The twentieth amendment to the Constitution was proposed to the legislatures of the several 
states by the Seventy-Second Congress, on the 2d day of March, 1932, and was declared, in a 
proclamation by the Secretary of State, dated on the 6th day of February, 1933, to have been 
ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The dates of ratification were: Virginia, March 
4, 1932; New York, March 11, 1932; Mississippi, March 16, 1932; Arkansas, March 17, 1932; 
Kentucky, March 17, 1932; New Jersey, March 21, 1932; South Carolina, March 25, 1932; 
Michigan, March 31, 1932; Maine, April 1, 1932; Rhode Island, April 14, 1932; Illinois, April 21, 
1932; Louisiana, June 22, 1932; West Virginia, July 30, 1932; Pennsylvania, August 11, 1932; 
Indiana, August 15, 1932; Texas, September 7, 1932; Alabama, September 13, 1932; California, 
January 4, 1933; North Carolina, January 5, 1933; North Dakota, January 9, 1933; Minnesota, 
January 12, 1933; Arizona, January 13, 1933; Montana, January 13, 1933; Nebraska, January 13, 
1933; Oklahoma, January 13, 1933; Kansas, January 16, 1933; Oregon, January 16, 1933; 
Delaware, January 19, 1933; Washington, January 19, 1933; Wyoming, January 19, 1933; Iowa, 
January 20, 1933; South Dakota, 
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January 20, 1933; Tennessee, January 20, 1933; Idaho, January 21, 1933; New Mexico, January 
21, 1933; Georgia, January 23, 1933; Missouri, January 23, 1933; Ohio, January 23, 1933; Utah, 
January 23, 1933.  
 
Ratification was completed on January 23, 1933.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Massachusetts on January 24, 1933; Wisconsin, 
January 24, 1933; Colorado, January 24, 1933; Nevada, January 26, 1933; Connecticut, January 
27, 1933; New Hampshire, January 31, 1933; Vermont, February 2, 1933; Maryland, March 24, 
1933; Florida, April 26, 1933.  

Article [XXI.]  

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United States is hereby 
repealed.  
Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or possession of the United 
States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby 
prohibited.  
Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 
the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the Constitution, within 
seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
The twenty-first amendment to the Constitution was proposed to the several states by the Seventy-
Second Congress, on the 20th day of February, 1933, and was declared, in a proclamation by the 
Secretary of State, dated on the 5th day of December, 1933, to have been ratified by 36 of the 48 
States. The dates of ratification were: Michigan, April 10, 1933; Wisconsin, April 25, 1933; Rhode 
Island, May 8, 1933; Wyoming, May 25, 1933; New Jersey, June 1, 1933; Delaware, June 24, 1933; 
Indiana, June 26, 1933; Massachusetts, June 26, 1933; New York, June 27, 1933; Illinois, July 10, 
1933; Iowa, July 10, 1933; Connecticut, July 11, 1933; New Hampshire, July 11, 1933; California, 
July 24, 1933; West Virginia, July 25, 1933; Arkansas, August 1, 1933; Oregon, August 7, 1933; 
Alabama, August 8, 1933; Tennessee, August 11, 1933; Missouri, August 29, 1933; Arizona, 
September 5, 1933; Nevada, September 5, 1933; Vermont, September 23, 1933; Colorado, 
September 26, 1933; Washington, October 3, 1933; Minnesota, October 10, 1933; Idaho, October 
17, 1933; Maryland, October 18, 1933; Virginia, October 25, 1933; New Mexico, November 2, 1933; 
Florida, November 14, 1933; Texas, November 24, 1933; Kentucky, November 27, 1933; Ohio, 
December 5, 1933; Pennsylvania, December 5, 1933; Utah, December 5, 1933.  
 
Ratification was completed on December 5, 1933.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Maine, on December 6, 1933, and by Montana, on 
August 6, 1934.  
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The amendment was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by South Carolina, on December 4, 
1933.  

Article [XXII.]  

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than twice, and no 
person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for more than two years of a 
term to which some other person was elected President shall be elected to the office of the 
President more than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of 
President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who 
may be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within which this 
Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting as President during the 
remainder of such term.  
Section. 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an amendment to 
the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States within seven years from 
the date of its submission to the States by the Congress.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
This amendment was proposed to the legislatures of the several States by the Eightieth Congress 
on Mar. 21, 1947 by House Joint Res. No. 27, and was declared by the Administrator of General 
Services, on Mar. 1, 1951, to have been ratified by the legislatures of 36 of the 48 States. The 
dates of ratification were: Maine, March 31, 1947; Michigan, March 31, 1947; Iowa, April 1, 1947; 
Kansas, April 1, 1947; New Hampshire, April 1, 1947; Delaware, April 2, 1947; Illinois, April 3, 
1947; Oregon, April 3, 1947; Colorado, April 12, 1947; California, April 15, 1947; New Jersey, April 
15, 1947; Vermont, April 15, 1947; Ohio, April 16, 1947; Wisconsin, April 16, 1947; Pennsylvania, 
April 29, 1947; Connecticut, May 21, 1947; Missouri, May 22, 1947; Nebraska, May 23, 1947; 
Virginia, January 28, 1948; Mississippi, February 12, 1948; New York, March 9, 1948; South 
Dakota, January 21, 1949; North Dakota, February 25, 1949; Louisiana, May 17, 1950; Montana, 
January 25, 1951; Indiana, January 29, 1951; Idaho, January 30, 1951; New Mexico, February 12, 
1951; Wyoming, February 12, 1951; Arkansas, February 15, 1951; Georgia, February 17, 1951; 
Tennessee, February 20, 1951; Texas, February 22, 1951; Nevada, February 26, 1951; Utah, 
February 26, 1951; Minnesota, February 27, 1951.  
 
Ratification was completed on February 27, 1951.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by North Carolina on February 28, 1951; South 
Carolina, March 13, 1951; Maryland, March 14, 1951; Florida, April 16, 1951; Alabama, May 4, 
1951.  
 
The amendment was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Oklahoma in June 1947, and 
Massachusetts on June 9, 1949.  
Certification of Validity  
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Publication of the certifying statement of the Administrator of General Services that the 
amendment had become valid was made on Mar. 1, 1951, F.R. Doc. 51 092940, 16 F.R. 2019.  

Article [XXIII.]  

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in 
such manner as the Congress may direct:  
A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and 
Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no 
event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the 
States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and Vice 
President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and perform 
such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment.  
Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
This amendment was proposed by the Eighty-sixth Congress on June 17, 1960 and was declared 
by the Administrator of General Services on Apr. 3, 1961, to have been ratified by 38 of the 50 
States. The dates of ratification were: Hawaii, June 23, 1960 (and that State made a technical 
correction to its resolution on June 30, 1960); Massachusetts, August 22, 1960; New Jersey, 
December 19, 1960; New York, January 17, 1961; California, January 19, 1961; Oregon, January 
27, 1961; Maryland, January 30, 1961; Idaho, January 31, 1961; Maine, January 31, 1961; 
Minnesota, January 31, 1961; New Mexico, February 1, 1961; Nevada, February 2, 1961; 
Montana, February 6, 1961; South Dakota, February 6, 1961; Colorado, February 8, 1961; 
Washington, February 9, 1961; West Virginia, February 9, 1961; Alaska, February 10, 1961; 
Wyoming, February 13, 1961; Delaware, February 20, 1961; Utah, February 21, 1961; Wisconsin, 
February 21, 1961; Pennsylvania, February 28, 1961; Indiana, March 3, 1961; North Dakota, 
March 3, 1961; Tennessee, March 6, 1961; Michigan, March 8, 1961; Connecticut, March 9, 1961; 
Arizona, March 10, 1961; Illinois, March 14, 1961; Nebraska, March 15, 1961; Vermont, March 
15, 1961; Iowa, March 16, 1961; Missouri, March 20, 1961; Oklahoma, March 21, 1961; Rhode 
Island, March 22, 1961; Kansas, March 29, 1961; Ohio, March 29, 1961.  
 
Ratification was completed on March 29, 1961.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by New Hampshire on March 30, 1961 (when that 
State annulled and then repeated its ratification of March 29, 1961).  
The amendment was rejected (and not subsequently ratified) by Arkansas on Jan. 24, 1961.  
Certification of Validity  
Publication of the certifying statement of the Administrator of General Services that the 
amendment had become valid was made on Apr. 3, 1961, F.R. Doc. 61 093017, 26 F.R. 2808.  
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Article [XXIV.]  

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election for 
President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or 
Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State by 
reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.  
Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
This amendment was proposed by the Eighty-seventh Congress by Senate Joint Resolution No. 
29, which was approved by the Senate on Mar. 27, 1962, and by the House of Representatives 
on Aug. 27, 1962. It was declared by the Administrator of General Services on Feb. 4, 1964, to 
have been ratified by the legislatures of 38 of the 50 States.  
 
This amendment was ratified by the following States:  
Illinois, November 14, 1962; New Jersey, December 3, 1962; Oregon, January 25, 1963; Montana, 
January 28, 1963; West Virginia, February 1, 1963; New York, February 4, 1963; Maryland, 
February 6, 1963; California, February 7, 1963; Alaska, February 11, 1963; Rhode Island, February 
14, 1963; Indiana, February 19, 1963; Utah, February 20, 1963; Michigan, February 20, 1963; 
Colorado, February 21, 1963; Ohio, February 27, 1963; Minnesota, February 27, 1963; New 
Mexico, March 5, 1963; Hawaii, March 6, 1963; North Dakota, March 7, 1963; Idaho, March 8, 
1963; Washington, March 14, 1963; Vermont, March 15, 1963; Nevada, March 19, 1963; 
Connecticut, March 20, 1963; Tennessee, March 21, 1963; Pennsylvania, March 25, 1963; 
Wisconsin, March 26, 1963; Kansas, March 28, 1963; Massachusetts, March 28, 1963; Nebraska, 
April 4, 1963; Florida, April 18, 1963; Iowa, April 24, 1963; Delaware, May 1, 1963; Missouri, May 
13, 1963; New Hampshire, June 12, 1963; Kentucky, June 27, 1963; Maine, January 16, 1964; 
South Dakota, January 23, 1964; Virginia, February 25, 1977.  
 
Ratification was completed on January 23, 1964.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by North Carolina on May 3, 1989.  
The amendment was rejected by Mississippi (and not subsequently ratified) Dec. 20, 1962.  
 
Certification of Validity  
Publication of the certifying statement of the Administrator of General Services that the 
amendment had become valid was made on Feb. 5, 1964, F.R. Doc. 64 091229, 29 F.R. 1715.  
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Article [XXV.]  

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or resignation, the 
Vice President shall become President.  
Section. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall 
nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority vote of both 
Houses of Congress.  
Section. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable to discharge 
the powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the 
contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.  
Section. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the 
executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the 
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their 
written declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, 
the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting 
President.  
Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he shall 
resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and a majority of either the 
principal officers of the executive department (See Note 17) or of such other body as Congress 
may by law provide, transmit within four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable 
to discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, 
assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within 
twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, 
within twenty-one days after Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of 
both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 
Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President 
shall resume the powers and duties of his office.  
 
Proposal and Ratification  
This amendment was proposed by the Eighty-ninth Congress by Senate Joint Resolution No. 1, 
which was approved by the Senate on Feb. 19, 1965, and by the House of Representatives, in 
amended form, on Apr. 13, 1965. The House of Representatives agreed to a Conference Report 
on June 30, 1965, and the Senate agreed to the Conference Report on July 6, 1965. It was 
declared by the Administrator of General Services, on Feb. 23, 1967, to have been ratified by the 
legislatures of 39 of the 50 States.  
 

http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/constitution/amend.notes.html#note17
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This amendment was ratified by the following States:  
Nebraska, July 12, 1965; Wisconsin, July 13, 1965; Oklahoma, July 16, 1965; Massachusetts, 
August 9, 1965; Pennsylvania, August 18, 1965; Kentucky, September 15, 1965; Arizona, 
September 22, 1965; Michigan, October 5, 1965; Indiana, October 20, 1965; California, October 
21, 1965; Arkansas, November 4, 1965; New Jersey, November 29, 1965; Delaware, December 7, 
1965; Utah, January 17, 1966; West Virginia, January 20, 1966; Maine, January 24, 1966; Rhode 
Island, January 28, 1966; Colorado, February 3, 1966; New Mexico, February 3, 1966; Kansas, 
February 8, 1966; Vermont, February 10, 1966; Alaska, February 18, 1966; Idaho, March 2, 1966; 
Hawaii, March 3, 1966; Virginia, March 8, 1966; Mississippi, March 10, 1966; New York, March 
14, 1966; Maryland, March 23, 1966; Missouri, March 30, 1966; New Hampshire, June 13, 1966; 
Louisiana, July 5, 1966; Tennessee, January 12, 1967; Wyoming, January 25, 1967; Washington, 
January 26, 1967; Iowa, January 26, 1967; Oregon, February 2, 1967; Minnesota, February 10, 
1967; Nevada, February 10, 1967.  
 
Ratification was completed on February 10, 1967.  
 
The amendment was subsequently ratified by Connecticut, February 14, 1967; Montana, 
February 15, 1967; South Dakota, March 6, 1967; Ohio, March 7, 1967; Alabama, March 14, 1967; 
North Carolina, March 22, 1967; Illinois, March 22, 1967; Texas, April 25, 1967; Florida, May 25, 
1967.  
 
Certification of Validity  
Publication of the certifying statement of the Administrator of General Services that the amendment 
had become valid was made on Feb. 25, 1967, F.R. Doc. 67 092208, 32 F.R. 3287.  

Article [XXVI.]  

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to 
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.  
Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  
Proposal and Ratification  
This amendment was proposed by the Ninety-second Congress by Senate Joint Resolution No. 7, 
which was approved by the Senate on Mar. 10, 1971, and by the House of Representatives on 
Mar. 23, 1971. It was declared by the Administrator of General Services on July 5, 1971, to have 
been ratified by the legislatures of 39 of the 50 States.  
This amendment was ratified by the following States: Connecticut, March 23, 1971; Delaware, 
March 23, 1971; Minnesota, March 23, 1971; Tennessee, March 23, 1971; Washington, March 
23, 1971; Hawaii, March 24, 1971; Massachusetts, March 24, 1971; Montana, March 29, 1971; 
Arkansas, March 30, 1971; Idaho, March 30, 1971; Iowa, March 30, 1971; Nebraska, April 2, 1971; 
New Jersey, April 3, 1971; Kansas, April 7, 1971; Michigan, April 7, 1971; Alaska, April 8, 1971; 
Maryland, April 8, 1971; Indiana, April 8, 1971; Maine, April 9, 1971; Vermont, April 16, 1971; 
Louisiana, April 17, 1971; California, April 19, 
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1971; Colorado, April 27, 1971; Pennsylvania, April 27, 1971; Texas, April 27, 1971; South 
Carolina, April 28, 1971; West Virginia, April 28, 1971; New Hampshire, May 13, 1971; Arizona, 
May 14, 1971; Rhode Island, May 27, 1971; New York, June 2, 1971; Oregon, June 4, 1971; 
Missouri, June 14, 1971; Wisconsin, June 22, 1971; Illinois, June 29, 1971; Alabama, June 30, 
1971; Ohio, June 30, 1971; North Carolina, July 1, 1971; Oklahoma, July 1, 1971.  
 
Ratification was completed on July 1, 1971.  
 

The amendment was subsequently ratified by Virginia, July 8, 1971; Wyoming, July 8, 1971; 
Georgia, October 4, 1971.  
 

Certification of Validity  
Publication of the certifying statement of the Administrator of General Services that the amendment 
had become valid was made on July 7, 1971, F.R. Doc. 71 099691, 36 F.R. 12725.  

Article [XXVII.] 

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives, shall take 
effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.  
 

Proposal and Ratification  
This amendment, being the second of twelve articles proposed by the First Congress on Sept. 25, 
1789, was declared by the Archivist of the United States on May 18, 1992, to have been ratified 
by the legislatures of 40 of the 50 States.  
This amendment was ratified by the following States: Maryland, December 19, 1789; North 
Carolina, December 22, 1789; South Carolina, January 19, 1790; Delaware, January 28, 1790; 
Vermont, November 3, 1791; Virginia, December 15, 1791; Ohio, May 6, 1873; Wyoming, March 
6, 1978; Maine, April 27, 1983; Colorado, April 22, 1984; South Dakota, February 21, 1985; New 
Hampshire, March 7, 1985; Arizona, April 3, 1985; Tennessee, May 23, 1985; Oklahoma, July 10, 
1985; New Mexico, February 14, 1986; Indiana, February 24, 1986; Utah, February 25, 1986; 
Arkansas, March 6, 1987; Montana, March 17, 1987; Connecticut, May 13, 1987; Wisconsin, July 
15, 1987; Georgia, February 2, 1988; West Virginia, March 10, 1988; Louisiana, July 7, 1988; Iowa, 
February 9, 1989; Idaho, March 23, 1989; Nevada, April 26, 1989; Alaska, May 6, 1989; Oregon, 
May 19, 1989; Minnesota, May 22, 1989; Texas, May 25, 1989; Kansas, April 5, 1990; Florida, May 
31, 1990; North Dakota, March 25, 1991; Alabama, May 5, 1992; Missouri, May 5, 1992; 
Michigan, May 7, 1992; New Jersey, May 7, 1992.  
 

Ratification was completed on May 7, 1992.  
 

The amendment was subsequently ratified by Illinois on May 12, 1992.  
Certification of Validity  
 
Publication of the certifying statement of the Archivist of the United States that the amendment 
had become valid was made on May 18, 1992, F.R. Doc. 92 0911951, 57 F.R. 21187.  
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[Editorial note: There is some conflict as to the exact dates of ratification of the amendments by 
the several States. In some cases, the resolutions of ratification were signed by the officers of the 
legislatures on dates subsequent to that on which the second house had acted. In other cases, 
the Governors of several of the States "approved" the resolutions (on a subsequent date), 
although action by the Governor is not contemplated by article V, which required ratification by 
the legislatures (or conventions) only. In a number of cases, the journals of the State legislatures 
are not available. The dates set out in this document are based upon the best information 
available.]  
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The Star Spangled Banner 
 

(The Defense of Fort McHenry) September 20, 1814 
By Francis Scott Key, adopted as the National Anthem of the United States in 1931 

 
Oh, say can you see, by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight, 
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming? 
And the rockets' red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 
O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
 
On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep, 
Where the foe's haughty host in dread silence reposes, 
What is that which the breeze, o'er the towering steep, 
As it fitfully blows, now conceals, now discloses? 
Now it catches the gleam of the morning's first beam, 
In full glory reflected now shines on the stream: 
'Tis the star-spangled banner! O long may it wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 
 
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore 
That the havoc of war and the battle's confusion 
A home and a country should leave us no more? 
Their blood has wiped out their foul footstep's pollution. 
No refuge could save the hireling and slave 
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave: 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 
 
Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 
Between their loved homes and the war's desolation! 
Blest with victory and peace, may the heaven-rescued land 
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 
Then conquer we must, for our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto: "In God is our trust." 
And the star-spangled banner forever shall wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
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The Monroe Doctrine 
 

December 2, 1823 

The Monroe Doctrine was expressed during President Monroe's seventh annual message to 
Congress, December 2, 1823:  

At the proposal of the Russian Imperial Government, made through the minister of the Emperor 
residing here, a full power and instructions have been transmitted to the minister of the United 
States at St. Petersburg to arrange by amicable negotiation the respective rights and interests of 
the two nations on the northwest coast of this continent. A similar proposal has been made by 
His Imperial Majesty to the Government of Great Britain, which has likewise been acceded to. 
The Government of the United States has been desirous by this friendly proceeding of 
manifesting the great value which they have invariably attached to the friendship of the Emperor 
and their solicitude to cultivate the best understanding with his Government. In the discussions 
to which this interest has given rise and in the arrangements by which they may terminate the 
occasion has been judged proper for asserting, as a principle in which the rights and interests of 
the United States are involved, that the American continents, by the free and independent 
condition which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be considered as 
subjects for future colonization by any European powers. . .  

It was stated at the commencement of the last session that a great effort was then making in 
Spain and Portugal to improve the condition of the people of those countries, and that it 
appeared to be conducted with extraordinary moderation. It need scarcely be remarked that the 
results have been so far very different from what was then anticipated. Of events in that quarter 
of the globe, with which we have so much intercourse and from which we derive our origin, we 
have always been anxious and interested spectators. The citizens of the United States cherish 
sentiments the most friendly in favor of the liberty and happiness of their fellow-men on that 
side of the Atlantic. In the wars of the European powers in matters relating to themselves we 
have never taken any part, nor does it comport with our policy to do so. It is only when our rights 
are invaded or seriously menaced that we resent injuries or make preparation for our defense. 
With the movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity more immediately connected, and 
by causes which must be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observers. The political system 
of the allied powers is essentially different in this respect from that of America. This difference 
proceeds from that which exists in their respective Governments; and to the defense of our own, 
which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood and treasure, and matured by the wisdom 
of their most enlightened citizens, and under which we have enjoyed unexampled felicity, this 
whole nation is devoted. We owe it, therefore, to candor and to the amicable relations existing 
between the United States and those powers to declare that we should consider any attempt on 
their part to ex
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tend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. With 
the existing colonies or dependencies of any European power we have not interfered and shall 
not interfere. But with the Governments who have declared their independence and maintain it, 
and whose independence we have, on great consideration and on just principles, acknowledged, 
we could not view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any 
other manner their destiny, by any European power in any other light than as the manifestation 
of an unfriendly disposition toward the United States. In the war between those new 
Governments and Spain we declared our neutrality at the time of their recognition, and to this 
we have adhered, and shall continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur which, in the 
judgement of the competent authorities of this Government, shall make a corresponding change 
on the part of the United States indispensable to their security.  

The late events in Spain and Portugal shew that Europe is still unsettled. Of this important fact 
no stronger proof can be adduced than that the allied powers should have thought it proper, on 
any principle satisfactory to themselves, to have interposed by force in the internal concerns of 
Spain. To what extent such interposition may be carried, on the same principle, is a question in 
which all independent powers whose governments differ from theirs are interested, even those 
most remote, and surely none of them more so than the United States. Our policy in regard to 
Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of the wars which have so long agitated that quarter 
of the globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is, not to interfere in the internal concerns 
of any of its powers; to consider the government de facto as the legitimate government for us; 
to cultivate friendly relations with it, and to preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and manly 
policy, meeting in all instances the just claims of every power, submitting to injuries from none. 
But in regard to those continents circumstances are eminently and conspicuously different. It is 
impossible that the allied powers should extend their political system to any portion of either 
continent without endangering our peace and happiness; nor can anyone believe that our 
southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of their own accord. It is equally 
impossible, therefore, that we should behold such interposition in any form with indifference. If 
we look to the comparative strength and resources of Spain and those new Governments, and 
their distance from each other, it must be obvious that she can never subdue them. It is still the 
true policy of the United States to leave the parties to themselves, in hope that other powers will 
pursue the same course. 
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The Gettysburg Address 
 

Speech delivered by President Abraham Lincoln, Nov. 19, 1863, at Gettysburg, PA battlefield to 
commemorate the battle and dedicate a national cemetery to the fallen of both sides. 

 

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new 
nation, conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal.  

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation 
so conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield 
of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of it as a final resting place for 
those who died here that the nation might live. This we may, in all propriety do. 
But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot hallow 
this ground. The brave men, living and dead who struggled here have hallowed it 
far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long 
remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.  

It is rather for us the living, we here be dedicated to the great task remaining before 
us--that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for 
which they here gave the last full measure of devotion--that we here highly resolve 
that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation shall have a new birth 
of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall 
not perish from the earth."  
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The Emancipation Proclamation 
 

January 1, 1863 

By the President of the United States of America, Abraham Lincoln:  

A PROCLAMATION  

Whereas on the 22nd day of September, A.D. 1862, a proclamation was issued by the President 
of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit:  

"That on the 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, all persons held as slaves within any State or 
designated part of a State the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States 
shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the executive government of the United 
States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the 
freedom of such persons and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in 
any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.  

"That the executive will on the 1st day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States 
and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion 
against the United States; and the fact that any State or the people thereof shall on that day be 
in good faith represented in the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at 
elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such States shall have participated shall, 
in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that such 
State and the people thereof are not then in rebellion against the United States."  

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me 
vested as Commander-In-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed 
rebellion against the authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary 
war measure for supressing said rebellion, do, on this 1st day of January, A.D. 1863, and in 
accordance with my purpose so to do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred days 
from the first day above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts of States 
wherein the people thereof, respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States the 
following, to wit:  

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. Bernard, Palquemines, Jefferson, St. John, 
St. Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption, Terrebone, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and 
Orleans, including the city of New Orleans), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as West 
Virginia, and also the counties of Berkeley, Accomac, Morthhampton, Elizabeth City, York, 
Princess Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which excepted 
parts are for the present left precisely as if this proclamation were not issued.  
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And by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons 
held as slaves within said designated States and parts of States are, and henceforward shall be, 
free; and that the Executive Government of the United States, including the military and naval 
authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons.  

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in 
necessary self-defence; and I recommend to them that, in all case when allowed, they labor 
faithfully for reasonable wages.  

And I further declare and make known that such persons of suitable condition will be received 
into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, 
and to man vessels of all sorts in said service.  

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution upon 
military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor of 
Almighty God.  
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The Second Inaugural Address of 

President Abraham Lincoln 
 

March 4, 1865 

At this second appearing to take the oath of the Presidential office there is less occasion for an 
extended address than there was at the first. Then a statement somewhat in detail of a course to 
be pursued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public 
declarations have been constantly called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which 
still absorbs the attention and engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new could be 
presented. The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the 
public as to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to all. With high hope 
for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.  

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago all thoughts were anxiously directed to an 
impending civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the inaugural address was being 
delivered from this place, devoted altogether to saving the Union without war, urgent agents 
were in the city seeking to destroy it without war; seeking to dissolve the Union and divide effects 
by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let 
the nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came.  

One-eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the 
Union, but localized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful 
interest. All knew that this interest was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, 
perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the insurgents would rend the 
Union even by war, while the Government claimed no right to do more than to restrict the 
territorial enlargement of it. Ne ither party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration 
which it has already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with 
or even before the conflict itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result 
less fundamental and astounding. Both read the same Bible and pray to the same God, and each 
invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any men should dare to ask a just 
God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces, but let us judge 
not, that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered. That of neither has been 
answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offenses; 
for it must needs be that offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the offense cometh." If 
we shall suppose that American slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, 
must needs come, but which, having continued through His appointed time, He now wills to 
remove, and that He gives to both 
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North and South this terrible war as the woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we 
discern therein any departure from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God 
always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we ho pe, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war 
may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by the 
bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of 
blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three 
thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether."  

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the 
right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for him 
who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may achieve and 
cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.  
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Franklin D. Roosevelt's  

“Day of Infamy” Speech 
 

December 8, 1941 

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was 
suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. 

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in 
conversation with its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in 
the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, 
the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered to the Secretary of 
State a formal reply to a recent American message. While this reply stated that it seemed useless 
to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or armed 
attack. 

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was 
deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese 
Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and 
expressions of hope for continued peace. 

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and 
military forces. Very many American lives have been lost. In addition American ships have been 
reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu. 

Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya. Last night Japanese 
forces attacked Hong Kong. Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam. Last night Japanese forces 
attacked the Philippine Islands. Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. This morning the 
Japanese attacked Midway Island. 

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The 
facts of yesterday speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already formed 
their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our nation. 

As Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be taken for our 
defense. 

Always will we remember the character of the onslaught against us. No matter how long it may 
take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous might 
will win through to absolute victory. 
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I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only 
defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make very certain that this form of treachery shall 
never endanger us again. 

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests 
are in grave danger. 

With confidence in our armed forces - with the unbounded determination of our people - we will 
gain the inevitable triumph - so help us God. 

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on 
Sunday, December seventh, a state of war has existed between the United States and the 
Japanese Empire." 
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Inaugural Address of John F. Kennedy 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 1961 
 
Vice President Johnson, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, President Eisenhower, Vice President 
Nixon, President Truman, reverend clergy, fellow citizens, we observe today not a victory of 
party, but a celebration of freedom--symbolizing an end, as well as a beginning--signifying 
renewal, as well as change. For I have sworn before you and Almighty God the same solemn 
oath our forebears prescribed nearly a century and three quarters ago.  
 

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms 
of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs for which 
our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe--the belief that the rights of man come 
not from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of God.  

 

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth 
from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new 
generation of Americans--born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and bitter 
peace, proud of our ancient heritage--and unwilling to witness or permit the slow undoing of 
those human rights to which this Nation has always been committed, and to which we are 
committed today at home and around the world.  

 

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any 
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival 
and the success of liberty.  

 

This much we pledge--and more.  
 

To those old allies whose cultural and spiritual origins we share, we pledge the loyalty of faithful 
friends. United, there is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures. Divided, there is 
little we can do--for we dare not meet a powerful challenge at odds and split asunder.  

 

To those new States whom we welcome to the ranks of the free, we pledge our word that one 
form of colonial control shall not have passed away merely to be replaced by a far more iron 
tyranny. We shall not always expect to find them supporting our view. But we shall always hope 
to find them strongly supporting their own freedom--and to remember that, in the past, those 
who foolishly sought power by riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.  
 
To those peoples in the huts and villages across the globe struggling to break the bonds of mass 
misery, we pledge our best efforts to help them help themselves, for whatever period 
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is required--not because the Communists may be doing it, not because we seek their votes, but 
because it is right. If a free society cannot help the many who are poor, it cannot save the few 
who are rich.  

 
To our sister republics south of our border, we offer a special pledge--to convert our good words 
into good deeds--in a new alliance for progress--to assist free men and free governments in 
casting off the chains of poverty. But this peaceful revolution of hope cannot become the prey 
of hostile powers. Let all our neighbors know that we shall join with them to oppose aggression 
or subversion anywhere in the Americas. And let every other power know that this Hemisphere 
intends to remain the master of its own house.  

 
To that world assembly of sovereign states, the United Nations, our last best hope in an age 
where the instruments of war have far outpaced the instruments of peace, we renew our pledge 
of support--to prevent it from becoming merely a forum for invective--to strengthen its shield 
of the new and the weak--and to enlarge the area in which its writ may run.  

 
Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary, we offer not a pledge but a 
request: that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark powers of destruction 
unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned or accidental self-destruction.  

 
We dare not tempt them with weakness. For only when our arms are sufficient beyond doubt 
can we be certain beyond doubt that they will never be employed.  
 
But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our present course-
-both sides overburdened by the cost of modern weapons, both rightly alarmed by the steady 
spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain balance of terror that stays 
the hand of mankind's final war.  
 
So let us begin anew--remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and 
sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never fear to 
negotiate.  
 
Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems which 
divide us.  
Let both sides, for the first time, formulate serious and precise proposals for the inspection and 
control of arms--and bring the absolute power to destroy other nations under the absolute 
control of all nations.  
 
Let both sides seek to invoke the wonders of science instead of its terrors. Together let us 
explore the stars, conquer the deserts, eradicate disease, tap the ocean depths, and encourage 
the arts and commerce.  
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Let both sides unite to heed in all corners of the earth the command of Isaiah--to "undo the 
heavy burdens ... and to let the oppressed go free."  
 
And if a beachhead of cooperation may push back the jungle of suspicion, let both sides join in 
creating a new endeavor, not a new balance of power, but a new world of law, where the strong 
are just and the weak secure and the peace preserved.  
 
All this will not be finished in the first 100 days. Nor will it be finished in the first 1,000 days, nor 
in the life of this Administration, nor even perhaps in our lifetime on this planet. But let us begin.  

 
In your hands, my fellow citizens, more than in mine, will rest the final success or failure of our 
course. Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans has been summoned to 
give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young Americans who answered the call to 
service surround the globe.  

 
Now the trumpet summons us again--not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need; not as a 
call to battle, though embattled we are--but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle, 
year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation"--a struggle against the common 
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease, and war itself.  
 
Can we forge against these enemies a grand and global alliance, North and South, East and West, 
that can assure a more fruitful life for all mankind? Will you join in that historic effort?  
 
In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending 
freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility--I welcome it. I 
do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any other people or any other 
generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our 
country and all who serve it--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world.  

 
And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you--ask what you can do 
for your country.  
 
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can 
do for the freedom of man.  

 
Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us the same high 
standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure 
reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking 
His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own 
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“I have a Dream” Speech 

By Martin Luther King, Jr. August 28, 1963 
Delivered on the steps at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. 

 
Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of 
hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering 
injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of captivity.  
But one hundred years later, we must face the tragic fact that the Negro is still not free. 
One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of 
segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives 
on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One 
hundred years later, the Negro is still languishing in the corners of American society and 
finds himself an exile in his own land. So, we have come here today to dramatize an 
appalling condition.  
 
In a sense we have come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of 
our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of 
Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall 
heir. This note was a promise that all men would be guaranteed the inalienable rights 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  
 
It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her 
citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has 
given the Negro people a bad check which has come back marked "insufficient funds." 
But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that 
there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. So we have 
come to cash this check -- a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom 
and the security of justice. We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America 
of the fierce urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to 
take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to rise from the dark and 
desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to open 
the doors of opportunity to all of God's children. Now is the time to lift our nation from 
the quick sands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood.  
 
It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment and to 
underestimate the determination of the Negro. This sweltering summer of the Negro's 
legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and 
equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning. Those who hope 
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that the Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will have a rude 
awakening if the nation returns to business as usual. There will be neither rest nor 
tranquility in America until the Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of 
revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice 
emerges.  
 
But there is something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm threshold 
which leads into the palace of justice. In the process of gaining our rightful place we 
must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred.  
 
We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We 
must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 
again we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. The 
marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to 
distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their 
presence here today, have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny 
and their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. We cannot walk alone.  
 
And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall march ahead. We cannot turn 
back. There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be 
satisfied?" We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of 
travel, cannot gain lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities. 
We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to 
a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and 
a Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not 
satisfied, and we will not be satisfied until justice rolls down like waters and 
righteousness like a mighty stream.  
 
I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. 
Some of you have come fresh from narrow cells. Some of you have come from areas 
where your quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and 
staggered by the winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative 
suffering. Continue to work with the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.  
 
Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go 
back to the slums and ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation 
can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the valley of despair.  
 
I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the 
moment, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.  
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I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its 
creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal."  
 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and 
the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit down together at a table of 
brotherhood.  
 
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a desert state, sweltering with 
the heat of injustice and oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 
justice.  
 
I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.  
 
I have a dream today.  
 
I have a dream that one day the state of Alabama, whose governor's lips are presently 
dripping with the words of interposition and nullification, will be transformed into a 
situation where little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white 
boys and white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers.  
 
I have a dream today.  
 
I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be 
made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made 
straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.  
 
This is our hope. This is the faith with which I return to the South. With this faith we will 
be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will 
be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 
brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to 
struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that 
we will be free one day.  
 
This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with a new meaning, "My 
country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land 
of the pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let freedom ring."  
 
And if America is to be a great nation this must become true. So let freedom ring from 
the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains 
of New York. Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!  



Appendix – Primary Historical Document – “I have a Dream” Speech 1963 

Let freedom ring from the snowcapped Rockies of Colorado!  
Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks of California!  
But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia!  
Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee!  
Let freedom ring from every hill and every molehill of Mississippi. From every 
mountainside, let freedom ring.  
 

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every 
state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God's children, black men 
and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing 
in the words of the old Negro spiritual, "Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are 
free at last! 
 

 

 


