Is America Really Founded on "Stolen Land?"

Could you point us to some land that isn't "stolen?"

Substack.com, by John Hawkins, July, 6, 2023

There are few things liberals in America love to do more than mar the 4™ of July with their
endless b*tching about what a rotten country they believe America happens to be. Maybe they
feel like there are so many people celebrating America that they have even more of a duty
than normal to show their contempt and scorn for a nation that provided them more
opportunities than anywhere else on earth.

For example, take Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield, the founders of Ben & Jerry’s. They have a
success story you probably wouldn’t see in a lot of places other than America:

With a S5 correspondence course in ice cream-making from Penn State and a $12,000
investment (54,000 of it borrowed), Ben and Jerry open their first ice cream scoop shop in a
renovated gas station in Burlington, Vermont.

From those humble beginnings, these two diehard advocates of socialism sold their billion-
dollar ice cream business to multinational corporation Unilever and became reportedly worth
150 million dollars each. With that background, you might think Ben & Jerry would be two of
the biggest advocates of capitalism and America that have ever lived, but of course, creatures
of the Left never seem to look at it that way.

Just look at what Ben & Jerry’s tweeted on the 4t of July:

AP Ben&Jerry's @benandjerrys - Jul 4

” This 4th of July, it's high time we recognize that the US exists on stolen
Indigenous land and commit to returning it. Learn more and take action
now: benjerrys.co/46vrYu3

THE UNITED STATES WAS
FOUNDED ON STOLEN
INDIGENOUS LAND.

THIS FOURTH OF JULY, &3
LET’S COMMIT TO
RETURNING IT.

Q 457K 0 8627 Q 11K i 25.4m &

This is a semi-regular complaint about America from liberals, although in this particular case,
Ben & Jerry’s picked Mount Rushmore out of a hat as the piece of “stolen land” we need to
return:
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Ah, the Fourth of July. Who doesn't love a good parade, some tasty barbecue, and a stirring
fireworks display? The only problem with all that, though, is that it can distract from an
essential truth about this nation’s birth: The US was founded on stolen Indigenous land.

This year, let’s commit to returning it.
Here’s why we need to start with Mount Rushmore.

We could go into the details of their case for beginning with Mount Rushmore, but it’s
irrelevant because as they note here, they view it as a starting point. If we gave Mount
Rushmore back to the Sioux, then we’d immediately just move on to the next “stolen land”
that we need to give back.

That being said, isn’t it interesting that they aren’t starting with all the property owned by Ben
Cohen and Jerry Greenfield? What about all the property owned by Ben & Jerry’s? There are
205 Ben & Jerry’s stores in the United States and certainly, there must be plenty of other
buildings and production facilities owned by the company that could be given to different
Indian tribes. Heck, maybe Unilever should get the ball rolling. Not only do they own land here,
but they also own land all over the world that by Ben & Jerry’s definition was “stolen” at one
time or another.

What do | mean by that?

Well, for example, here’s a map from an NPR article from last year that supposedly shows
which indigenous people’s land we’re all allegedly occupying:
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One of many interesting things you may notice about this map is that there are no dates on it.
It’s also worth noting that even the data used to compile this was extremely sketchy:

Native Land Digital aims to use at least two valid sources (including oral history, written
documents, or "maps sketched by people deemed to be reasonable authorities") when
updating the map and says in cases of conflicting maps it generally errs on the side of being
"more expansive." It cautions that the map does not represent definitive or legal boundaries of
any Indigenous nations and is a work in progress with many community contributions.

All this leads to a crucial question, which is, “What makes anyone think these particular tribes
were the original ‘owners’ of this land?” This is the same point notorious cartoonist Stone Toss
made here.

Certainly, at one point or another in history a
LEAVING? particular tribe MAY HAVE controlled that
land, but what does that mean? That means
they had enough men and weapons to chase
off other groups that were on the land and
take ownership of it.

GO BACK TO WHERE You
CAME FROM.

COOL, WHEN ARE YOU

STONET0SS.COM

Of course, they probably didn’t feel the least
bit bad about doing it because the people
they chased off almost certainly did the same
thing to another group, that did the same
thing to another group, that did the same
thing, on and on throughout history, back
until who was doing what to whom was lost in
the mists of time.

C00L, WHEN ARE YoU
LEAVING?

So, for example, what supposedly makes the Sioux the real
“owner” of Mount Rushmore as opposed to whatever tribe
they forced off of that land, after they forced another group
off of that land, after they forced another group off of that
land, on and on for thousands of years?

POSSESSION IS

NlNE TENTHS 0': Why is the arbitrary point in time when the Sioux owned that
THE lAw land more valid than dozens of dates in history when other
groups owned that land?

Proverb

FIETUREQUOTES. com It matters who owns a piece of property in America because
we have laws in place, but once you get outside of that, that
old proverb becomes the rule.




Because Indian tribes in America were fairly primitive, we don’t have a great record of how all
this played out in the United States, but if you want to see how often property changed hands
over the last 1,000 years in Europe, you will find this video to be very educational:

“Anyone who clings to the historically
untrue-and thoroughly
immoral-doctrine that, ’violence never
settles anything’ | would advise to
conjure the ghosts of Napoleon
Bonaparte and the Duke of Wellington
and let them debate it. The ghost of
Hitler could referee, and the jury
might well be the Dodo, the Great Auk
and the Passenger Pigeon. Violence,
naked force, has settled more issues in
history than has any other factor, and
the contrary opinion is wishful
thinking at its worst. Breeds that
forget this basic truth have always
paid for it with their lives and
freedom.”

~ROBERT A. HEINLEIN

azquotes.com

What it all comes down to is that every
worthwhile inch of space on this entire planet
was violently taken from one group by another
group. Maybe it was another dynasty, tribe, clan,
kingdom, or country, but it happened over and
over again EVERYWHERE. It’s just as Robert
Heinlein said:

This is the point where people who don’t have a
real understanding of this issue will tend to say
things like, “Well, so what you’re saying is that
we don’t really own this land either, right?
Someone could just come along and take it and
that would be fine with you?”

Whether it’s fine with us or not fine with us,
doesn’t matter. If a nation is strong enough to
invade the United States and force us off our
land, it’s their land then unless we can stop
them.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzXoc8y2G0k&t=74s
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This is just reality. In fact, this was the whole premise of the classic movie Red Dawn:

Do you want to know what happened to the Indians? Our ancestors outfought them,
slaughtered them, and made them sign treaties. From there, it was, “move if they want to
live.”

Incidentally, the Indians would have done the exact same thing to us if they were capable of it.
In fact, some of the Indian tribes tried to defeat our ancestors and ultimately failed.

This is how the world worked and quite frankly, it’s how it still works in places where it’s
advantageous to the nations involved (see countries like Russia and China as examples).

If anyone wants to give away the land they personally own to some Indian tribe because you
think your distant ancestors gave their distant ancestors a raw deal, knock yourself out, but the
proper way to look at it is, “We won. They lost. That’s a good thing.”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Qc8jJ0TjSY

