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Polk County, Florida, is holding elections for local offices in 2026. Click the links below to learn 
more: 

• City and township election candidates 
• School board election candidates 

Click here to use Ballotpedia's sample ballot to find every election that Ballotpedia has on file for 
your address. 

These pages do not provide election results. Contact your local election office to find results. You 
can contact us if you have any additional questions. 

Click here to learn more about elections in Florida in 2026. Click here for all elections by state 
and year. 

City and township elections and candidates 

May 5, 2026 (General) 

• Haines City 

April 7, 2026 (General) 

• Bartow 

• Dundee 

• Eagle Lake 

• Haines City 
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• Lake Hamilton 

• Lake Wales 

School board elections and candidates 

November 3, 2026 (General) 

• Polk County School Board District 7 

August 18, 2026 (Primary) 

• Polk County School Board District 3 

• Polk County School Board District 5 

• Polk County School Board District 6 

• Polk County School Board District 7 

 = candidate completed the Ballotpedia Candidate Connection survey. 

Demographics 
Demographic Data for Polk County, Florida 

 Polk County Florida 

Population 725,046 21,538,187 

Land area (sq mi) 1,797 53,653 

Race and ethnicity** 

White 73.3% 71.6% 

Black/African American 15.3% 15.9% 

Asian 1.7% 2.8% 

Native American 0.3% 0.3% 

Pacific Islander 0% 0.1% 

Other (single race) 4.2% 3.3% 

Multiple 5.1% 6% 

Hispanic/Latino 23.5% 25.8% 

Education  

High school graduation rate 85.4% 88.5% 

College graduation rate 20.6% 30.5% 
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Demographic Data for Polk County, Florida 

Income 

Median household income $51,535 $57,703 

Persons below poverty level 15.1% 13.3% 

Source: population provided by U.S. Census Bureau, "Decennial Census" (2020). Other figures provided by U.S. Census 

Bureau, "American Community Survey" (5-year estimates 2015-2020). 

**Note: Percentages for race and ethnicity may add up to more than 100 percent because respondents may report more than one r ace and the 

Hispanic/Latino ethnicity may be selected in conjunction with any race. Read more about race and ethnicity in the censu s here. 

Presidential election results by county, 2016-2024 
How a state's counties vote in a presidential election and the size of those counties can provide 
additional insights into election outcomes at other levels of government including statewide and 
congressional races. Below, four categories are used to describe each county's voting pattern 
over the 2016, 2020, and 2024 presidential elections: Solid, Trending, Battleground, and New. 
Click [show] on the table below for examples: 

[show]County-level voting pattern 

categories 

 
Following the 2024 presidential election, 43.7% of Floridians lived in one of the state's 55 Solid 
Republican counties, which voted for the Republican presidential candidate in every election 
from 2016 to 2024, and 24.7% lived in one of 6 Solid Democratic counties. Overall, Florida 
was Solid Republican, having voted for Donald Trump (R) in 2016, Donald Trump (R) in 2020, 
and Donald Trump (R) in 2024. Use the table below to view the total number of each type of 
county in Florida following the 2024 election as well as the overall percentage of the state 
population located in each county type. 

[show]Florida county-level statistics, 2024 

 

Other counties in Florida 
Navigate to Florida 2026 local election overviews: 
Alachua | Baker | Bay | Bradford | Brevard | Broward | Calhoun | Charlotte | Citrus | Clay | Collier |  

Columbia | DeSoto | Dixie | Duval | Escambia | Flagler | Franklin | Gadsden | Gilchrist | Glades | Gulf |
 Hamilton | Hardee | Hendry | Hernando | Highlands | Hillsborough | Holmes | Indian River | 
Jackson | Jefferson | Lafayette | Lake | Lee | Leon | Levy | Liberty | Madison | Manatee | 

 Marion | Martin | Miami-ade | Monroe | Nassau | Okaloosa | Okeechobee | Orange | Osceola | Palm 
Beach | Pasco | Pinellas | Polk | Putnam | Santa Rosa | Sarasota | Seminole | St. Johns | St. 
Lucie | Sumter | Suwannee | Taylor | Union | Volusia | Wakulla | Walton | Washington 
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2026 Elections 

 
What's on the ballot? 

Florida 
U.S. Congress 

U.S. Congress special elections 
State executives 
State legislatures 

State courts 
Ballot measures 

Municipal government 
School boards 

Election analysis hub 
Government 

 
Who represents me? 

U.S. Congress 
State executives 
State legislators 

State courts 
Ballot measures 

Municipal government 
List of school districts in Florida 

Newsletters 

 
The Daily Brew 

The Weekly Brew 
The Ballot Bulletin 

Checks and Balances 
Economy and Society 

Hall Pass 
Number of the Day 

Robe & Gavel 
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