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If you’ve seen footage of a “Teen 
Takeover,” you know the gist — mobs of 
mostly black young people arrive at 
some event where chaos unfolds. 
Whatever was supposed to occur 
devolves into a riot fueled by violence, 
property destruction, and anarchy. 

One Daily Wire writer who went to a 
“Teen Takeover” in Washington, D.C., 
says she discovered who is really 
behind them — the federal government, 
specifically the District of Columbia’s 
Department of Parks and Recreation. 

Leona Salinas writes that she was 
leaving a dinner with some friends on 
July 24 when suddenly the streets were 
filled with police and black teenagers. 

Upon realizing she was in a “Teen Takeover,” she flagged down an 18-year-old girl named 
Mekala who told her the event was put on by the DPR, the aforementioned District of 
Columbia’s Department of Parks and Recreation. Mekala said the events are for teens to 
“come out and have fun,” and organizers reach out to them via social media platform 
Instagram. 

Salinas found an event on their website going back to 2021 called “Late Night Hype” that 
aimed to provide “safe, high-energy spaces to connect after hours.” 

Mekala said some teens “go overboard” and they take the event to “the next level.” Salinas 
would see a fight break out that evening and even witness one masked teenager firing a 
gun. 

Later, she would text Mekala, who concluded, “This is why we can’t have fun because they 
want to act a fool.” 
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Is this incompetence by the DPR? Why do they not stop organizing these events? 

Salinas says they know this will happen. 

“What the Department of Parks and Recreation frames under the guise of an opportunity 
for teenagers to gather and have fun instead fosters a place for teens to commit crimes. 
They all knew what was going to happen.” 

The agency’s website reads, “Late Night Hype is a dynamic, carnival-inspired evening 
experience created by the DC Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) in 2021 to offer 
teens and young adults safe, high-energy spaces to connect after hours. Since launching, 
the program has expanded and adapted to meet the needs of youth across the District.” 

“Designed to strengthen youth engagement and build community, Late Night Hype has 
become a nationally recognized model, replicated by recreation departments across the 
country.” 

Related: Perversion: Tim Walz Funded Trans Dolls With Interchangeable Genitals for 
Children as Young as 4 to Play With 

On the subject of how widespread incidents are, we’ve witnessed this scene before. 

They’ve happened in places beyond D.C., like Chicago, Houston and Los Angeles. 

Although the DPR website says their model has been replicated elsewhere, Salinas was 
only reporting that the D.C. branch organized the one she witnessed. 
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